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‘“ Established principles will enable the Courts to accom-
“plish this. Charity is love to God and love to our neigh-
“bor, the fulfillment of the two great commandments, upon
“which hang all the law and the prophets. The most inval-
“uable possessions of man are faith, hope, charity, these
“three; but the greatest of these is charity. Love worketh
“no ill to his neighbor ; therefore love is the fulfilling of the
“law. Itis the fountain and source whence flow all good
“ works beneficial to the souls or bodies of men. It is not
‘“ easy to see how these are to be promoted by the dissemina-
“tion of infidelity, which robs men of faith and hope, if not
“of charity also. It is unnecessary here to discuss the ques-
“ tion under what limitations the principle is to be admitted
“ that Christianity is part of the common law of Pennsylvania.
‘““ By the third section of the ninth article of the Constitution
‘““it is indeed declared that all men have a natural and inde-
“feasible right to worship Almighty God according to the
‘“ dictates of their own consciences ; that no man can of right
“be compelled to attend, erect or support any place of wor-
‘“ ship, or to maintain any ministry against his consent; no
“ human authority can in any case whatever control or inter-
‘“ fere with the rights of conscience; and no preference shall
“ever be given by law to any religious establishments or
“ modes of worship. It isin entire consistency with this sacred
“ guarantee of the rights of conscience and religious liberty
‘““to hold that, even if Christianity is no part of the law of the
“land, it is the popular religion of the country, an insult to
“which would be indictable, as directly tending to disturb the
‘“ public péace. The laws and institutions of this State are
‘“built on the foundation of reverence for Christianity. To
‘“this extent, at least, it must certainly be considered as well
“ settled that the religion revealed in the Bible is not to be
“ openly reviled, ridiculed or blasphemed, to the annoyance
“ of sincere believers, who compose the great mass of the




