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science, government or theology, could find ‘the informa-
tion for which he longed. His recommendation in regard
to books was negative merely. Beyond his own writings,
which will be noticed hereafter, he directed no book to be
placed upon the shelves. This is as true in regard to
theology as to any of the other subjects mentioned. It
can hardly be said that the interests of Christianity and
sound morality require that the student of theology shall
be debarred access to all books that may be regarded as
objectionable from an orthodox standpoint. He is best
armed to defend Christianity who is familiar with the
arguments against it.  To enforce such a rule would ex-
clude from this library a vast amount of the choice litera-
ture of the past, the works of authors who merely wrote
according to the light of their day and generation. We
may now safely enjoy all that is good of their writings.
The world has outgrown their errors.

The amendment to the bill presents a different question.
It is there distinctly charged that the works of Dr. Rush,
which by his will he directs to be published every ten years,
contain atheistical and infidel sentiments, and deny the
truths of the Christian religion, of revelation and the ex-
istence of a God. As this averment comes up upon the
record and stands unchallenged, we must assume it to be
true. The works of Dr. Rush are not before us, and we
state merely the legal effect of the pleadings. - We have
already seen that no trust can be sustained in Pennsylvania
for the propagation of such sentiments. Hence, if the pri-
mary object of the trusts of the will is to disseminate infidel
views, or to attack the popular religion of the country, it
would be the duty of a court of equity to declare such
trusts to be against public policy and therefore void. But
the devise in his will is to a public library : to extend the
usefulness of one already in existence if his devise is ac-
cepted, or to found a new one if his munificent gift is
declined. This is an object which the law favors, and a’
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