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The Philadelphia Library Company was chartered on the
25th day of March, 1742, in the words following :

CHARTER OF THE LIBRARY COMPANY.

John Penn, Thomas Penn, and Richard Penn, Esquires, true
and absolute proprietaries of the province of Pennsylvania, and
counties of Newcastle, Kent, and Sussex, upon Delaware: To
all to whom these presents shall come, greeting :

WHEREAS, Benjamin Frapklin, Robert Grace, Anthony
Nicholas, Thomas Cadwalader, William Coleman, Thomas God-
frey, Henry Pratt, Benjamin Paschall, Joseph Breintnall, John
Jones, Jr., Samuel Hale, William Parsons, Nicholas Cassel,
Francis Richardson, William Maugridge, David Bush, Thomas
Hopkinson, Philip Syng, Jacob Duché, Evan Morgan, Joseph
Stretch, John Paschall, Nicholas Scull, Thonias Green, Hugh
Roberts, Rees Lloyd, John Roberts, Richard Standley, John
Nicholas, John Sober, Charles Read, Daniel Harrison, James
Morris, Thomas Shaw, John Read, Joshua Ric chey, James
Hamilton, William Plumsted, John Bard, Samuel Morris, John
Stamper, Samuel Norris, John Mifflin, John Langdale, Samuel
Coates, Samuel Rhoads, Joseph King, Alexander Graydon,
James Merrywether, Anthony Morris, Jr., Tobias Griscom,
Charles Willing, Isaac Williams, William Allen, Joseph Pe-
ters, Richard Peters, Thomas Clay, Phineas Bond, Israel Pem-
berton, Jr., Robert Greenway, William Orosthwaite, William
Callender, George Emlen, Jr., Isaiah Warner, Tench Francis,
James Bingham, Charles Meredith, Samuel McCall, Hugh Da-
vis, Amos Strettell, Benjamin Shoemaker, Joseph Hatton, An-
drew Hamilton, Thomas Bond, and William Peters, have, at a
great expense, purchased a large and valuable collection of
useful books, in order to erect a library for the advancement of
knowledge and literature in the City of Philadelphia; Now
know ye, that we being truly sensible of the advantage that
may accrue to the people of this Province by so useful an un-
dertaking, and being willing to encourage the same, have given




