CONSTITUTION OF MASSACHUSETTS, A. D. 1780.

Wisdom and knowledge, as well as virtue, diffused gen-
erally among the body of the people, being necessary for
the preservation of their rights and liberties, and as these
depend on spreading the opportunities and advantages of
education in the various parts of the country, and among
the different orders of the people, it shall be the duty of
legislatures and magistrates, in all future periods of this
Commonwealth, to cherish the interests of literature and the
sciences, and all seminaries of them.

Chapter V., section 2.



