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The above sketch is not intended to give cor-
rect relative distances, but rather positions, that

| onr readers may understand the movements of
|our army.  Point Isabel is about thirty miles
north of the mouth of the Rio Grande, and some
twenty miles in a direct line, by land, from the
town of Matamoras—by water, it is nearly one
hundred miles. As the southern or right bank
ofthe Rio Grande was in possession of the Mex-
ican forces, it was impossible for Gen. Taylor to
send his stores to, the camp by water, for the
transports would be exposed to’ the flanking fire
of the enemy. Hence'it was that Point Isabel
was made a depot, between which and the camp
there s a road, in pretty good onler for that part
of the country. By this our General kept up a
communication with his stores util the Mexi-
| csns secrotly moved up the river towards Cama-
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2o, crossed thiere, and making a countermarch,
0ok position between the camp and Point
Tsabel.

From what we can gather, Gen. Taylor was
notaware of this secret movement of the Mexi-
cans. Hud he been, however, he could not have
ehecked it, for it would have been a fatal error
10 divide his troops or makea sortie in any
force from behind his entrenchments.

“There is asmall town, midway between Mata:
moras and the Gulf of Mexico, where vessels
with stores land, and they are carried tothe town
on wagons. e

The position of Corpus Christi will be recog-
nised, and the route. of Gen. Taylor's former
march upon his prese ¢ position. That position
is better explained Ly a reference to the map
below.

EAT

A Batteries of Mexico,

B Ferries of the Rio Grande.
€ Fresh Pond and Swamp.
D Gen. Taylor's Camp.

It will be seen at a glance, by any one ac-
quainted with military science, that Gen. Taylor
located his eamp with great judgment and an
experionced eye. 1t is protected on both flanks
and front by the river, some three hundred
yards in width, and is the rear a pond and swamp
also offer protection in case the lines of infantry
and artillery on the north should be stormed and
their defenders driveh into the camp. Capt.
Lords battery of eighteen pounders, as well as
the fire from the bastions of the main camp, com-
mand the different fords and ferries of the river,
and the natural declivity from the main camp to
the river forms a glacis equal to any that human
akill could throw up.

It will thus be seen that Gen. Taylor has
shown engineering skill, equal to Vaubon him-
solf, and he has only left his retreat and stores
uneovered and unprotected from the necessities
of the case. If our government had shown what
appears o us the requisite energy, a force equal
10 all Gen, Taylor's command would- have been
concentrated for the protection of the provisions
and munitions at Point lsabel, and double that
number placed in the camp of observation. The
Union calls his army one of “occupation;” this
is a ridiculous term applied to a handful of sol-
diers sent to overawe and intimidate an empire,

Affairs then stand thus : Gen. Taylor, with
His 2100 men, are cut off from all retreat and
actually surrounded by a forcs trebling or quad-
rupling him in numbers.  On the 21st ult, when
Capt, Catlett left the cawp, he. had fifteen days
provisions, which might, by short allowance, be

MEXICAN BATTERIES ON THE R10 GRANDE.

OF WAR.

F Ogden & Cozzens’ Store.
F . Captain Lond's Battery. of four eighteen-
pounders,

prolonged for twenty-five. It took Captain C.
until the 2d of May to reach New Orleans, by
the swiitest conveyance he could obtain. It is
now twenty.one days since our last dates from
the camp ; last Sunday week no relief had start)
ed from New Orleans—give the volunteers three

days, or until the 7th, to get ready, and

but nine days of the twenty. remain

for them to reach Point Isabel, land (if that

place is not possessed by the Mexicans befora

that time), and repair to Geo. Taylor's relief.

But shiould they effect a landing, and the 2500

Louisiana volunteers attempt to reach the Ame-

rican camp, they will find their road opposed by

a Mexican force which was 2500 strong three

weeks ago, aid no one can tell how greatly it

has been reinforced siuce! What then is to be.

come of Gen. Zaylor and the flower of our gal. |
lant army—the fathers, sons aud brothers, who

that fortress, in a strange

country, and perhaps exhausted by fatigue an

debilitated by want of provisions

We are no alarmists—we have full faith in
the gallautry of our army, and Gen. Taylor is o
ier 4t to stand by Cesar.”  But suppose

they are driven to a sortie in the desperate at.

tempt to cat their way (0 Point Isabel, Besides

an armed foe, thoy have to encounter ai unknows

country—a dense forest of stunted prickl

the Gulf, he would fud 5o vessels to transport
his troops wod no_provisions for their relief—.
"This is indoed, in its bestaspect, u most unforty.
nate position of alfairs.
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: MAP OF VIRGINIA AND NORTH CAROLINA,
From Cape Charles to Cipe Lookout, and from the Coast Line to the Main Railroad,

We give to the readers of Tus Ixqunsn this
morning & map of that portion of Virginis and
North Carolina between Cape Charles and Cape
Lookout, and extending back to the main South-
e seaboard raflrond route, showing the strate-
gle points liable to be scized by the Burnside
Expedition.

It is not fmprobable that the point ultimately
aimed at will be Goldsboro', on the railroad
line between Richmond and the Southern
States. Goldsboro' s situated fifty miles in-
land from Newbern, and is connected with
1t over & level country by the Atlantic and
North Carolina Railroad, and by the Neuse
river, so that it fs within easy striking dis-
tance. Newbern is situated at the confluence
of the Neuse and Treat, near the head of & sound
or extended hay, which itself empties into Pam-
lico Sound, the command of both the principal
entrances to which—Hatteras and Ocracoke In-
Tets—has been secured by the national forces.

Newbern is the port of entry of North Caro-
lina, and the chief town of Craven county. It
is situated at the confluence of the Neuse and
Trent. rivers, the Neuse being more than & milo
wide in front of the town. It has & population
of about five thousand persons.

From Goldsboro' ft is but forty-eight miles by
the North Carolina Rallroad to Raleigh, the
capital of that State, but which possesses at least
equal {mportance s the point through which the
secondary and indireet conimunication of the
Southern seaboard States with Bastern Virginia
in kept up. This is effectod by the connection by
mailroad of Charlotte, the western terminus of
the North Carolina road, with the Columbia
branch of the South Carolina Railroad, and th
connection of Raleigh with Petersburg, Vi, by
the Raleigh and Gaston Railroad. It will be tho
intention of General Bumxsioe, probably, in
landing at Newbern, to push his' forces rapidly
into the interior and seiz¢ Goldshoro', and possi-
bly to move on baldly by the North Carolina.
Railroad to Ralelgh. The setzure of Goldsboro®
and Raleigh would effoctually closo every avail-
able avenue of communication betwoen the
Rabels in Virginia and the South,

1t I possible that Washington, near the mouth

the sea, one hundred and thirty-five miles south-
enst from Raleigh, and one hundred and elghty
miles northeastfrom Charleston. The Wilming-
ton and Raleigh Raflroad extends from here north
to Weldon, on the Roanoke river, ome hundred
aud sixty-two miles, and forms part of the great
highway of travel north and south. Another
ruflroad was not long sitice opensd from Wash-
Ington to Manchester, in South Carolina, where
it conneets with the Camden Branch Railroad.

Currituck i about fifteen miles long, two to
ten miles wide, and is navigable for vessels draw-
ing ten feet water. Owing to the natural break-
water which protects a large portion of the coasts
of North Carolina aud Virginia, the water is
placid as u loke, and easily navigated.

Albemarle Sound extends in & westerly direc-
tion abowt sixty miles; it is from four o fifteen
miles in width, and though in, many parts quite
shoal, Is sufficiently deep to admit of the passage
of vessels of ten feet of water.

The Pasquotank river, which has its rise i the
Dismal Swamp, flows into this sound. A canal,
called the Dismal Swamp. canal, conneets this
river with Drammond Lake in Dismal Swamp.
This lake is about thirty miles in length, and
from ten 0 twelve miles in breadth. When full
the surfuce of the lake fs twenty-one feet above
tide water. A

The Jericho canal connects this lake with Suf-
folk, which is situated on the Nansemond river
andon the Portsmouth and Roanoke Railroad’
1t is eighty-five miles northeast of Richmond;
and twenty miles from Hampton roads,

Nansemond river enters Hampton roads, and
is navigable for vessels of ten feet of water from
Suffolk.

Should this route not be chosen the Expedition
can enter the Roanoke river and proceed to Wel-
don, N. C., one hundred and fitty miles from its
mouth, which in consequence of the obstraction
of a fall, is the limit to steamboat navigation.

Weldon is & point of considerable strategie im-
portance. Four railroads meet there, vir., the
Wilmington and Weldon, the Seaboard and Ro-
anoke, the Gaston and Raleigh and the Poters-
burg road. The first of the roads is one hundred
and sixty-two miles in length, and runs south-

of the Tar River, might be seized
with the selzure of Newbern, and the destruction
of the bridges on the Tar and Neuse Rivers would
securely cut off the Rebel forces from their re-
treat southward fn this direction.

1 Roanoke Tsland fs sefzed it will prevent the
Rebel navigation of the inland coast, and put &
stop to the facillties they have hitherto enjoyed
for communication between Albemarle and Pam
lico Sounds. 1t will also threaten Norfolk, snd |
if the movement is followed up with energy, will
sccomplish the flanking of the Rebel army at
that place. The Dismal Swamp Canal being (n
possession of our forces would command a junc-
tion of the main railroad from Norfolk at & town
called Suffolk, on the Nansemond River, and
Norfolk would thus be cut off by water and land.

The Rebels nlso anticipate, us would appear
from despatclies from the South, an attack on
Wilmington. This city s situated on the I
bank of Cape Fear river, just below the entrance
of ts northoast branch, thirty-four wiles from

casterly to gton, Goldsboro'
on the Neuse river. The socand Is elghty milex
long, and runs to Portsmouth, Virginia. The
third is ninety-seven miles long, and runs north-
westerly to the capital of North Carolina, The
fonrth is otherwise known as the “Richmond,
Fredericksburg_and Potomac, Richmond aud
Peteriburg and Petersburg Railways.” By this
route Richmond is one hundred and efghty-six
miles from Weldon; Petersburg, Virginia, is one

The Neuse river—pronounced as if spelled
Nuse—is, next to Cape Fear, the largest navi-
gable stream in North Carolinn. 1t s navigable
for stenmboats from its mouth, which is at the
lower part of Pamlico Sound, to Waynesborough,
b u distance of more than ono hundred
mil on

tack. Itis casy of access, nud when galnedcan
beas formidably entrenched as is Manassas. It
18 ot far from Richmond, and, furthermore, the
scizure of this point would seriously incommode
the Rebels at Richmond and Manassas.
TABLE OF DISTANCES BY RAILROAD.
WILMINGTON TO COLUMNES, 8. C.
Wites Mite.

Wilmington to Florence. 107
Florence to Kingsville.
Kingsville te Columbia

‘Wilmington to Florence
‘Florence to Charleston.

WILMINGTON TO RICHNMOND, VA,

WILMINGTON T0 RALEIGI, N. €,
Wilmington to Goldsboro'
Goldsbaro' toRaleigh..

WILMINGTON T0 NOYOLK, VA.
Wilmingtou to Goldsboro’
Goldsboro’ to Weldon.
Weldon to Norfolk...
EAUFORT TO TALEION,
Beaufort to Morehead City.
Morehead City to Newber
Newbern to Goldsboro'.
Goldsboro’ to Raleigh
NORFOLK TO KICHMOND,
Norfolk to Suffolk.
Suffolk to Petersburg
Petersburg to Richmond.

From Kentucky.
THE BATTLE OF MILL SPRINGS—TIE FURSUIT
OF TIHE REDELS.

DAVISVILLE, Jan. 26.—At Logan Cross Roads, on
the 15th, the First Tennossoo Regiment was next to
the Tenth Indiuns, but they were ordered to hold
the Crows Roads, wnd_thereforo were not i the
thickest of the fight. The report that Colonel Fa,
who shot ZOLLICOPPER, was himself killed, is filse,
The wounds of Col. MOCOOK and Licut. BUKT aro.
not serious. WETMORK'S battery, attached 0 the
Twelfth Brigde, Gen. CARTEz, did the most essen.
tlal pervieo on the field and upon the encmy’s en-
trenclyments on Sunday evening.

Tho Rebols,fn_retreating, burned four gun ear-
riages ut Monticello, but their esnnon and guns weo
seattered il over tho track that marks their

Dt It is supposed
IS OF ZOLLICOFPER A

LOUISVILLE, Jan. #.—The remalos of Gen. ZoL-
LICOPVER and BAILIE PEYTON, Jr, are undorgolng.
the process of cmbalming, st Somerset, 80 ax 0 bo
deliyered to their fricads.

Destructive Fires in Now York.
Special Despetch to the Inguirer.

NEW YOUK, Jan. ), 186°—Last eveniog a fire
broke out fn the large Bonded Warchouse, No.
Bridge streot. Tho bullding wan stored with cotton,
flour, hops and. whisky, and it was owned by R.
L WYATT. A terrific explosfon took place, injuring
about twenty firemen. The buflding was completely
destroyed. Loss, $300,000,

Anoflier destruetive fire broke out this mornlig,
in Fulton street, destroying the Fulton Bank and

the river, is a point at which the railroads from
Wilmington on the Cape Fear, and from Now-
bern on the Neuse rivers conver,

Weldon seems pecullarly situated for ap at-

eight ogs, situsted o8 Fulton and Besely
stroets. The dumage was hout the same A% at the
fire Lust ovi

Oue of the Howpital bulldin l?tlnxrnun‘: s
vorwed e mornivg. 5 79 [ 504  |
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