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! Captain CHARLES
WiLEES, whose name
i8 now uwpon the lips of

every American, i3 wejl
krx. wn both in science
ovd pavigation. Bora
| in the Siate ot New York
in 1805, he entered the
Naval service of his
country in 1818, being
bhut thbirlecn years of age.
He gave evidence of
marked ability by scien-
iific researches, and gub-
fequent'y received at
the hands of the Ameri-
ean  Government the
command of a Naval
Expedition, intended to
txploze the conntries
borderirg cn the Pacifié
avd Sontbern Oreaus.
His commard coneiated
of two sloops of war, &
br'g, ard two tenders,
ana be himself had the
grsda of captain. He
deubled Cape Horm,
crossed over to Polsne-
tia, Van Dieman’s Land
and Ausualia, advanc-
irg as bigh s vhe sixiy-
firet degrce of south lati-
fnde; be then visited the
Fe je: Islex ds end Bor-
reo, st d rete ned to New
| York in 1842, after hav-
ing visiied Singapore
sud the Cspe of G od
Hope. Tbhi: memorable

xpeditic four years
was fertile immssiuliob-
‘servalions,. whupm*

(1ain WILKES subse-
quertly gave to the
\world in a very able

ok in five ociavo
olumes, entitled ‘¢ A
Nanative of the United
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CHARLES WILKES.

States Exploring Egpe-
dition ”’

Capotain’ WILEES hrs
published saveral works
on giograoshical re-
gearch, especially valaa
ble for reference. Tas
gtatistics, drawings,
maps, &, are of the
highast order. The Gao-
graphical Society of
London, io 1818 prazent:
ed him wica & gold
medal, in appreciation
of his labors. Capt.
WiLkRs received his
present commision ia
1855, ard stands, ac
eording to the last Nivy
Liat, No. 51 on the list
of C:piains. He has
beern i1 the servica alto
gethar about forly threa
years, having been on
shore and ofther duty
twensy-seven years, and
0n sea 88rvica ten years,
allowing bat seven yea's
of biz term unemoloyed,
His lass datv at ey was
in Jame 1812, and b:fore
heiog ordsred to tha San
Jactato, he was uvon
special duty ai Wash-
ington, upon mattars
connected with his Ex.
plning Expedition,

Raturving from ithe
Coass of Africahe found
orders cn his way homs
to look for pirates or
vegsals at'empting to
rua the blockade, and
has been performing
that daty for tho pat
six weeks. Whils eu.
gagoed in this busisess
he fell in wich the vossel
contaioing tae two Rabal
Migissers.
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