yr the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin. |
The Philadelphia Library.

An article on the Mercantile Library of
this city appeared in the BULLETIN a few
evenings ago, drawing the attention of ‘‘ the
great reading publie” to this flourishing in-
stitution ; the benefits that havearisen from
the late duplication of the stock in an in-
crease of revenue, and the necessity soon of
either enlarging the pregent building or
erecting a new omne, to accommodate its
rapidly increasing treasures, and. afford
room for its stockholders, now numbered by
thousands.

Whilst every one is willing to admit the
usefulness of this imstitution, the object of
the present article is, if possible, even more
deserving.  Any one acquainted with books

i knows that if an order was given to Lippin-
| cott of this city, or Appleton of New York, |
to duplicate the volumes in the one, a few

weeks would suffice to carry it eut. But |
how many weeks would be required to re- |
place those in the Philadelphia Library—
b priceless treasures, I might add, that nei-
J| ther time nor money united with the utmost
‘ zeal and interest in the pursuit could re-
1!

store. And yet this invaluable collection,
the accumulation of upwards of a century,

| is allowed to,remain in the present building,

| anything but fire-proof, and exposed to'all
the danger that such a location in the heart
of this city, and on two sides adjoining in-
flammable dwellings, must be subject to,
the apathy existing on the subject being
truly remarkable.

How universal would be the regret, not
only in Philadelphia but throughout the
literary world, if this library was destroyed !
A few thousand dollars, 'it is true, have |
been subscribed towards a new building, |

Fhut nothing like the sum required for the |
‘erection of a suitable edifice, and those in
charge ofthe matter, as with the Washing-
ton monument, seem to be making but
little progress.

Quite recently ‘a very valuable and ih
some respects extraordinary library, be-
longing to ore of our most esteemed fellow
citizens, who has devoted a lifetime to
scientific pursuifs, and especially to natural
history, was presented to the College of

! Physicians of this city. The donor was
very anxious that his books should be
i preserved in a fire-proof building, and after
examining the various libraries that our
city boasts of, finally decided on the college

] as the only place that could fully carry out
his wishes., There can be but little doubt
that the collection is in’ excellent hands,
and will contribute mauch to the benefit of
this old and deservedly est ed institu-
tion; but every one will admit, on the score
of usefulness, that where the volumes will
be sought for and read by a favored few in
their new location,: they would have been
studied by thousands in the larger library.
Beiore concluding, permit me to say a
few words of the treasures of the Phila-
delphia Library, spoken of as priceless in
the commencement. Who that has visited
the Library but has admired the beautiful
Bible written on parchment at the com-
mencement of the Eleventh century, one of
the few copies of the “Book of all Books’ in
manuscript in this country; and the sgill
more periect Psalter, illuminated with®so
ich careas to make it the admiration of
all Bibliomaniacs, and their despair at

] f ever possessing such avolame,
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Thence to the upper regions of the Pacific

through Lh9 i i reka and |
) he vast agricultural |

n, six hundred miles long

and one hu th and fi wide, to Pozy- ]

land, a city of six thousand inhabitants and
four thousand fiyve hundred miles from its
namesake in Maine, and to Fort Vancou-
ver, once the station of Ulysses 8. Grant.
LApplau' e.]

Bn exc on trip on the Columbia river,
through nown;ng mountains and over-
hanging cliffs, with the water deep enough
at their base for a frigate to float, At the
caseades, whele the ‘river falls thirt,
feet in a mile, the steamboat company built
a raiiroad five miles in length, to'a point
aboye the faﬂs Wher steamboab nayigatio;
is resumed. In full | view of thig railroad is
the block-house whﬂl e, Phil. Sheridan, then
a lieutenant, six years ago, defended him-

y against a horde of howling

lLueew 1
1 'ter, we reached the northwestern
towxioiithe United States, Olympia, with
Puget’ ; und in the distance. Timber i3

' p;ent 11l there, and vessels are loading there

ports on the North and Sowth
;c‘ for Australia and for France. Van-
S Island, too, is clos hand, in
f both Gov-|
lents, tLe soldierg only to be distin-
hed in their frank intermingling by the
1 red and the loyal blue, [Applause.]
California are as fruitful as
Ly are beautiful, 'Chief s mong them allis

i Sonoma, famous forits wines.  There, too,

€} mnet the wonder ot the continent, the
trodden oy the
J-.e man’s foot unull 1851, and shut in by|

fhigh walls of rock on evpry side. = Its

romantic beamy and wild sublimity surpass

he fondest dl“‘dﬂl% any of our party had
coneeived of it,  'We might have thought of
the home of the genius of Solitude. Fromthe
cliffs we looked down into the valley eight
mileslong, and avemgmﬂ* half a mile w‘d@
with the Merced ri ing gra uehllly
through  its’ length, On either sude rige
mountains fx three thousand to six thou-
sand feet above the valley itself, and four
thousand feet above the sea level. Here
are the yellowish granite walls of Kl Capi-
tan, surmounted with a beautiful dome,
grander than the dome of capitol or cathe-
drai; other rocks rise from

C an aggregation of
7'emu1 able mount( ng fil e goul of the
behu]der and awes him with the sublime
s cene. It seems as if in
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