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The Philadelphia Library.

An article on the Mercantile Library of
this city appeared in the BULLETIN a fow
evenings ago, drawing the attention of ‘* the
great reading publie” to this flourishing in-
stitution ; the benefits that have arisen from
the late duplication of the stock in an in-
crease of revenue, and the necessity soon of i
either enlarging the present building or
erecting a new omne, to accommodate its
rapidly increasing treasures, and. afford
room for its stockholders, now numbered by
thousands.

Whilst every one is willing to admit the
usefulness of this imstitution, the object of
the present article is, if possible, even more

| deserving. Any one acquainted with books
knows that if an order was given to Lippin-
| cott of this city, or Appleton of New York, |
to duplicate the volumes in the one, a few
weeks would suffice to carry it eut. But |
how many weeks would be required to re- }
place those in the Philadelphia Library—
priceless treasures, I might add, that nei-
J ther time nor money united with the utmost
‘ zeal and interest in the pursuit could re-
\

store. And yet this invaluable collection,
the accumulation of upwards of a century,
is allowed to.remain in the present building,
| anything but fire-proof, and exposed to'all
the danger that such a location in the heart
of this city, and on two sides adjoining in-
flammable dwellings, must be subject to,
the apathy existing on the subject being
truly remarka
How universal would be the regret, not
only in Philadelphia but throughout the
literary world, if this library was destroyed !
A few thousand dollars, 'it is true, have
been subscribed towards a new building,
bbut nothing like the sum required for the |
erection of a suitable edifice, and those in
charge ofthe matter, as with the Washing-
monument, seem to be making but

tly ‘a very valuable and ifh
some respects extraordinary library, be-
longing to ore of our most esteemed fellow
citizens, who has devoted a lifetime to
and especizally to natural
i j: nted to the College of
| Phy 18 of this ¢ Che donor was
| very anxious that h 73 should be
i preserved in a fire-proot after
| examin the varicus libraries that our
b city boasts of) finally decided on the college
as the only place that could fully carry out
his wishes, There can be but little doubt
| that the collection is in’ excellent hands,
and will contribute mauch to the benefit of
this old and Geservedly esteemed Institu-
| tion; but e one will admit, on the score
of usefulness, t s i
be sought for and read by a fayvored few in
their new location,: they  would bave been
studied by thousands in the larger library.
Beiore concluding, permit me to say a
few words of the treas the Phila-
delphia’ Library, spoken of ag priceless in
the commencement.  Who ¢hat has visited
the Tibrary but has admired the beautiful
Bible written on parchment at the com-
mencement of the Eleventh century, one of
the few copies of the “Book of all Books in
manuscript in this country; and the sgill
more periect Psalter, illuminated with®so
much careas to make it the admiration of
all Bibliomaniacs, and their despair at
the bope of ever possessing such ayvolume,
dati : sarly part of the 15th
century, and in the most wondexriul pre-
preservation?
Aitke evolutionary Bible of 1782, so
i the presenttime, is also
i ) respect to be |
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in this eity, but it may well
the erection of a less
hich the library may re-
perations the delight and in-
on of all seekers after knowledge who
be drawn Within its portals. =
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