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"HE “fotndation of ihe prefent b
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it

rary was laid in

the year 1731, a period when Philadelphia af-
forded little affiftance to the enquiries of the ftudicus.
A number of gentlemen having raifed the fum of one
hundred pounds by fubfcription, a {fmall library was
formed upon principles the beft calculated to diffeminate
knowledge: the books were not, as in many of the
public libraries of Europe, confined to the apartments,
but the fubfcribers were allowed to carry them home for
2 reafonable fpace of time.

The plan foon became popular; acceffions to the
number of members took place, and the ftock of books
was annually encreafed by purchafes at the company’s
¢xpence, and liberal donations from perfons both at
home and abroad.

The then proprietaries of Pennfylvanta appear to
have taken a patriotic pleafure in the encouragement of
the plan.  Befides feveral valuable donations, they
granted a charter of incorporation in the year 1742.
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