- e - - ’ - et Bl 2 s . y - - - > 5] = - 5
R e S R e e S e - e e e 4 T e S ’ O I T =t - - - . : i . a - ¥ + o = Al e e o e S o — Sl et Tl T i ol =T W R LA i e
I P : = L g = x o e oo - o -—p & = e - - 2 . - - - - o L Lo e gl . , e iy gl - et ad o . rwtl._l...u.n 3 ......._....._I..._..,ls.__..__..L...T...L..___r.. e Pt ...r-uU.m n,.h..__l.l.-..\...._...._-u-‘.l.u.j-.._ e, Bt
. : : g A -3 - - n——n - - - - % . 3 B 2 oo 0 A . - S - : L= e B w N i g, sy, v s — o e g —— S T
B T o e - - a : a4 = - . - " - . a - i e @ it - 3 3 e - el ol e T ;- s Ty
L o o g e B - 4 5 d i
N T - - =
i i
Tl e e

i Py e S iyl e i b &
e e e T B . . . - — —— -
. e = E & - - E = b B = e e i
T . - ’ % . - = g 5 - i - - o e e e Sl a4

B el Sl e ] ST g
R e e B R e e i ot e el
N - AP S S S S S S
B e e R i i e e
=l = 2 i e 3 il -
b el el bl TN T e Pl RPN il T
ol T N g T et e A Vi
i...-.._._n..._-..l..-...n - —i . B L ........-..'n.vr.-rr...t._.-.\..
== e i B s & - 3 - ¥ P ol P
e ek il = —=% gl W v d Bt paid ATl AT e
- : S T e B i
- ..|..”n.ﬁ..-| T, : : o - - - e s . 3 I - - - - = . ...-..-..l.-....r.l et 1 o gy - L e T R e e
& . lh..}.-...“r..:.l - — =T e e N e i e R e - s & Tk r i P —— I i x BB i e i k= e TR - . F - - e . ® o # . - ; & L il - A T ] - e e ot g R e e L T
FrR e A w : : - o . : - i e e gt Gty i s Sy B eth b B rm B "y i o =y Y S ¥ ; = 3 e, = sl - - s T e e E -t e . - v Yl ke % . o e g e e i o e A
e g . = - - - - e e - [ S T + o T " = a i . el il = e G Saied S e e | — = - — ™, $1 . a r B = g 4 N . o ="y = ! " : = i ; okt Bk Bl B e A
H . & G cw A Al " oo - e - = e S - | - e ¥ = = R r = g = - 5 " o g Tl o v —f b b bR S R
= i o A - . il P . - il ¢ e - == e e — " o E o - ; S—_— T e - e e
- » . o el L

il oo
T e >
. o L e e e
. i e

- : x = - v

e i 3 0 =1 - - S i ! i & s, = : < o oy % - il T e -

ot A e ] Pl o 2 S - e Y e el L v = » o - a = e - == 4 4 = - ¥ - . s P p——— e & B e o S g e e o e

o —— i S gl Wy — e © % ol el iy = . el o, et s . - . 3 - Saf 30, W - - = - vk g T, b
S e, - e~ e i = = N i . =g = s o ey B = e ’ e » - o - .
ettt T —————— L - : E - . Py P £ ‘e i - - = - s . * - £ . rall i ’ 3 - il " » ’ .._..."I.pt — » Wl
- . o =" E - Sl - ==, =2 "= - sl s - e s -. 3 - A = il . e = = = = . B - Sl - =
o W o o T ] e e - t - a— - T = - 5 . - e — R —— . 2 e . - T e il ] = - & .- = s e - - P -
B T T e o ol e, T o - I i £ = . a & a . ’ - - . - # i T gl 4 r “a C T = a2 3 Y t . gl - i Tl 2= 2 - | y - Sl il 45 o g i il
- : z . - : s @i g S w % b ; : - & s . : > : v als o — = T - e iy el
Pl g R . = . 5 = o -

- . i il A Tl T L

e e N e -
\.-.u;..l..l...i...q.l.-......ﬂ...n;i.uh.ui.;ﬂ.. T el gt &
i e i el ¥ i e . T L L * - - T el S, = - i o S - == e o R h & i
B e R e bk s L T S P R s Lnidra s a e M T st ad i hiF TR S La s I WT IR RE e e
. W RS T = - el - == = - o T oot ot el S S S s S B S Ml el T 58 T T il Dl e Y
5 ha g i b N G Pl S e Ul i g e R L e g
e o i e e - v - - o, b i it 8 i A s g b e - = - oy e - b s - - " : L e i = i A i b T T .l..hr..l._c.lnhﬁtl\t.rt.--.-lul.himﬁt..u.ﬂ.nuu#.
. - p 2 —— . - - o Ly P - - 2 = .. - - - - : . - ; - i L i i i . S st a3, < i i .
e .H.u..l...h.l“.l:..-..r.l.._- J-Jﬂuﬂqn.u.J..Ww.q”l e e n amn vy 4 ol v - i il et e E o e : - o =Y s = il - - . - g - I e T AT T rﬂ Frihﬁ..\t‘lihrs..\
s 3 - ' i el St Al i Yy I . ; - Tl & (e P % i+ B Tl e e = A D 1 o R R T L e X o R W =] . : e - ! ¥ . - A i S s e e BB e ) Bt Bl el A g Sl R el N
g ey i 5 =gt e ] e £ e il i Tl e L ch ot i — E P T R ey L —= A = i g . - g o . e i e el e = i e i el R TS R i i
St gt WA T iy el b e i . 3 . = - Ly ] Erh, i e il gl R B i o el g R Bl g, e gl el el Nl G

."*.,,.

7 el F e

R e e 7 e i & & A B T i S il g . i o Y il
i

e A B Pl TR i = . - o L7 - el iy = g e S T v i 4ty -4 . ] AT . -
E - - - 4 - -y - - . = = ol - 8 2 - . gl i . - — P - = ke & &g T - - P gl e e g T T el sl el b o SR

B Rl il - 1 - =
. e e i Y o 5, e ey iR B Y 3 = e . = | e = i = i froay g - g Wt T s G BT g ey, T i i A Bk T T
By i i e e - s i s g ' = 3 - - = e S it P - - i i R =4 PR s bl Rt W e L g WY, " P p.'.qu..r.l.__..-.-.-._H e
g A B b D o iy - ' ol i = - e pdl, ity = A e P =i 3 gy = o el A= e i e e T " e o A - - [ T ., T e
LTt ol e o s R e e e Ly St B2 S ST e e T e e tihd,
o A -y a ! oo | i, = s i —a il * L L = 5 k > -
. & - gi-ie = r = - 8 = - T ol = A i Tl e Rl N " w b
] o el T e el e r r ¥ ol i g ! P S - - - - P i - ~ : L iy o el N e e e B W T s 3 R T T o

i 5 i iy sy e e ¥ - B e e e e P A g ey A -+ - e . - ml . 3 e e gl ¢ T L el ] ol T Tl o Tt 3 ; e
e Tl ¥ " .1....,.n..r.= .l.....lf... ._...lr ‘s .......nl..r..-.qin.-kl.tﬁnl.l.-.u..l\u . - N Lo - —a v ._._..l_....lh.r!-.l.l.._.,l.n I-J.....r_ gt - - C ! e K - bl L e s T i | - Sl il . Pl TP iy P e e I — - PN rrlin Lo byl .1!..!11.....—.--?.....!].-.«\-1.-....—..1-. tl.-l-er..s._...l. e gl !
- e il - = e . W el T e . Fes i h - Nl ., - P A s . =ik il s = & - oy E = - - plf =l - T - e 3B ¥ pal e =T Pl e .. 3 - H .M._ i A g e i Bl Ty Sl T ke R Sl S AT JE i

5 - e - & 2 : - i - ' - i ¢ = = s = d = : - B e b * . 5 e e B e N = ol el ol | sl 5

e : X R i e e P g il i, I =
g e g i ey v T e e 0 S ek ) P, e
i e s oy s g b ¥k et i..._+.l_l_1__4.thl.l..|41l-1\.t & .
e E e T o . . e e . e i et PRl ] a X LAY A
= §- e s .\...‘m-..r..... Bt Gt e e i ey Tt e i, i R e i —e -

i e o e s, Pl W S i (R e R
L=l e gy ...r.ﬂ.._.-_...n-...- -
u e i i

By
e, i ———

- t o =y alrs g1 e =y . T . . .. 11
2 ~ 4 . - o - 5a ..urnun.._qr.r..,lll......."n.....».‘.-......._l..... 4 — i e s c 3 T - e e i el s S Kl = i S L T P gl i el -i.-.-___J_ ...__...]_.__..._-...H.u.n. .
A ......l.-l-...u.....-l”htl..f.r.t.-..l-l.; - e s . - Y I S ' il i<, * . e .- o, s = - o e Lo i Ml i S 5. | i iy i el - = - e s a5 Ay A s W e e A el R S S T . o o e T R e el gy Vil R
= = L R e el ' - Sr g P b - > - s iR o gl B e i i s -l -l i 3 N e o et = T vt n el = b W= = i L vl g e T P el d < eyl ..]h!_.... o e A SR [
gy il o g ™ il T Y - il - i r ¥ e . e " i P W s % 4 & b -4 i 2 ¥ Run g r o = it} Pt - Rl P e el el Bl Ll Sl T ol WA Wl e e ] B e R P ...alflur..u"i.-. P Sz g E gy R
B, e e A B - S T A v =y y L - ¥ = mm R i % ] S . e ™ - = - = Al Rl B gl B el B s e A T T o o B Sl S o R, il e e L
L A iyl ity i 0 el e il Sl | T e -y BT il i " - e ; T o 3 ~Laripe . ¢ il & P N 5 . B A .........n.t.l-.-....l.}...r.,.ﬂu_.t.—....tl.li_...‘..“.-1..u_..
Sk e — o o : = e > . . el A . . o P ke = it T 3 W i i i - ol " o - ™ i - - f J a - - i 5 4
s T Ay f v — o - - ....-:.ru......l-.:......... pu-y il P o i & & il S " i ¥ e E B R e . > ¥
- 4 § = = an i e N e e e P T L

il Al e~ S R e e g ! e o - P - " - & s v
E i ey A S . I o e S S . ” - i B il = - pai - - i, i i - . a5 P L ¢ ' B . - - it iy S Fay, g TR Vg 3 - ) : =
g il e i e . i el el W i T i A g e il il o b e v o T Tl . e x -y . Lk b rifmd K ol = i ol s B - : T i wd gt ¥ Ak Ll g e e = b R e e e S A, = - £ m el % vl ol i i [ i) A N
.L.”r ...-f-?l{.......;.....u bl g = el i i i WL Sl i il P el v = 5 - i i g R i o . il L s i 1 R ) - E i 4 = i i el s P R i & y < .h_._ g s B e Bl i VL i By g = T r & e T s i h_..lu....{ IETE ATy .ll.-u“.l T ad = Sy
o S e g 2 N e T - E i = il - o i S ' - - | g 1 me . rs - i W i e N ol e N R e el ol g L | rrlwﬁ S e N M- W - o e A-h ke T -t m.-r....__.-.
b gy S i o it iy e e el — e : - e el = ! o i et B e iyl gt S tipeiall TRy g g, B e - . el =i L - N e e s et L o m.n.ﬂ. b - o -
s g, ol i i 3 = v 1oy 15, . i I e ] i = o ¥ - e R I = g - - - ] e L hrs e e W ey S =il e i el =it -k - e . L e e i B i i il - 4 p - R o e R
e i . Ay il B - r ] - [ il - E = b 2 4 ‘ . - e il s, el P el i 1 P A e e et o i R i - g e L
T il . 2 : - — - ) = gl TG e B e P e i = ol T i - e I e e 4 L i . am, el g N M T pam T e s el ke PO 4 TR
i ) e e . i b ey 4 T s e e ] - - - - : -l - - Pl el 3 e g e wi O il = i 1 i : - . el S i G A ..H..\i:.".“.z..vﬂv e B b
4 ¥ - - oy - T " - : “4- i B & Sl ! o T - - ¥ g = o : % . s e o AL g gy 5 ¥ B * Y 7 . e - E e L del . S
o i e e el g v e for = ol et TV ey | : - - b 1 S bt R B L] wi i &AL - r " : ] : . W iy - L o ! v
= . B i = == W] el e S I e I - B - - > 2 5wl = ¥ £l e = a " (8 R £ e e a-? LY o iy Rt e R el T L - e - il
s if e i g i et a b = f - T e el e s il i ct g P N L T L T Rl - e i . | x el » 3 8 e = . : ) o S T R R T R S R A e N i i 1 B B ¥ R Tl S
P L o . A i W e 5 B - - F T -~ - r = s P oee (i o e g B w & - ] b iy
W oy e s W L = S i e g A = ’ e 5 r & % dirw - ol .... - " 4 . .l.-.-.......uﬁh S LA ¥ l..cl.m..n_..?._._ ek B >

e et
R gl i~
e

il et
e el TR ol T = B
e
= W
e el

i bv pl A Ny

e ] et et il ¥ g . = i -l p = A v s i
e o WO B - 3 . T - L ¢ . T » E TR

= . e e T

' e e -

bl

Tl |

L I
R e b i e B B e = S
£ T T e il g e B P i
g " e et o poghy e, S o Wl W T A S
[ T " e i e B A i g i S il . nil :
il i el e g e et it el v " R i e o e it i e T - A = ; . - s v " B : . . ety : r
i i i e e — s i N - : wF 5 in e e ¥ H =t i . - il- - : e B T s ) 1 ta e J- e e gL - z . i = - il - - - - piing e = -t Iy T - & - - & ; # -
-t 8 P S iy 8 P . 2 S - - e - bt B - . e W o " 4 T " e s - e e e L) e o, 6 i : e it s e A A B
- =4 T y:e ¥ i . e 2 w e i iy o W T r: - il s = el i - o b P s - e T e A A - Bk Sl o b =gt ....:........i..-...:-.l.m..q.i.-.q.slh.
T = = i [ i 4 t & == Rl T r < - il e 3 i , s o ey - = s — v T ¥ T - T e T ¥ B Tl e g Wl e e Wl
oo - = B i o i = . ol iy - - E— - 2 el gy i M et Gl T - b ¥ - +
: : e i i __._...._r...a...w.. - i e - e et b e il ~ o Lttt Ml L A il ey e P : e - - - gk e 7 ol A B R T L e haledl LA .
iyl - .__Iu.. s =y 4 ol ol —4 - d Eri = m® o oy o ~ A B il g Falrt el T A i et il oy - e -l el L A = gty el o el oS ; - k . &Y : c S 1 |-.d_.‘|_.ll.1l"lﬂ_r.i. -
T L Ty e e ’ - 3 -+ 2 e y o = = - & vl - s ¥ K =1 gty L o 4 o 4 =Hgalt




LR i ] hirhftr:+‘il4lrﬁiiuﬂlr£1h.i.h.l..t.l...wll..l.[.'.t‘.llhllﬂl.fl .-_.P.l-u..ll.lJu.l.l.ul..l.ll -

Tuege me—w e




ke |

GOVERNMENT:

APPLICABLE TO
Tug PRESENT STATE
OF THE

AMERICAN COLONIES,.

Ina LETTER froma GENTLEMAN

To his FrRieEND, |

PHILADELPHTIA;

PrRINTED BY JOHN DUNLA P
M

MyDCC, LXXVI,

. g r
S AT A i 3 e e T N e L S N R et T e S DL S BRSO T R S S, S TR R T RN S — S b L B e e $ 5 s e R s e s R e e B P - Py —
s .

|43
t
I



_h
*
“_
|
__.

- i - > - . - == iy e Ty e T e b e TR e i T e
3 F T oy — . - L _— e N T e T e e T T T YRS e U ™ T sHFAFE T b b = 5

e - o ol - o B L i i e A e T T TETE N EE Y | L ==

3 e | r R ) i R A i e e s TR S R WA R e e S b S e A S b e e

= & - I-i._.li.il.Ll..I'._.INH.l..ll.ﬂ....ﬂ.-..l-....l..-.....“..luul.m-hhlﬂ.tl-.qifllﬂil.rll.... im = — i) - .

wlttl-ai il <& W0 T L TS e s e S - .




T.H O U Gl T

O N

GOVERNMENT, &,

SRt e e S PR RN R e b b L B

[
i
!I J
)
;
L]
W
¥

My dear Str,

F 1 was equal to the tafk of form-

ing a plan for the governmen
of a colony, I fhould be flattered Wltt’l
your requeft, and very happy to com-
ply with 1t; becaufe as the divine {ci-
ence of politicks 1s the {cience of {o-
cial happinefs, and the bleflings of fo-
ciety depend entirely on the conftitu-
tions of government, which are géne-
rally inftitutions that laft for many
generations, there can be no employ-
ment more agreéable to a benevolent
mind, than a refearch after the beft. *
A 29 Porg
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Pore flattered tyrants too much

when he faid

¢« For forms of government let fools contef,

“ That which is beft adminiftered is beft.”
Nothing can be more fallacious than
this: But poets read hiftory to collect
flowers not fruits—they attend to fan-
ciful images,' not the effects of {ocial
inftitutions. Nothing 1s more certain
from the hiftory of nations, and the
nature of man, than that fome forms
of government are better fitted for
being well adminiftered than others.

WE ought to confider, what is the
end of governmént, before we deter-
mine which is the beft form.—Upon
this point all {peculative politicians will
agree, that the happinels of fociety is
the end of government, as all Divines

* and
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and moral Philofophers will agree that
the happinefs of the individual is the
end of man. From this principle it
will follow, that the form of govern-
ment, which communicates eafe, com-
fort, fecurity, or in one word happi-
nefs to the greateft number of perfons,
and in the greateft degree, is the beit.

Avrvr {ober enquirers after tru_th, an-
cient and modern, Pagan and Chrift-
1an, have declared that the happinefs
of man, as well as his dignity confifts
in virtue. Confucius, ZorOaﬁer, Socra-
tes, Mahomet, not to mention autho-
rities really facred, have agreed in this.

Ir there is a form of government
then, whofe principle and foundation
1s virtue, will not every fober man

acknowledge it better calculated to

promote

i
l
!
1
1
i
{
;
!
|
!
{
L]
'

" R T T P P S ST e i e e g il 20 L] s e e e T




IO TR e gy e, &
. : !

Y S g |
*

[ 26:3]
promote the general happinefs than
any other form !

FeAR is the foundation of moft go-
vernments; but is {fo fordid and brutal
a paflion, and renders men, in whofe

breafts it predominates, fo ftupid, and

miferable, that Americans will not
be likely to ‘approve of any political
inftitution which is founded on 1it.

HoxouRr is truly facred, but holds
a lower rank in the {cale of moral ex-
cellence than virtue.—Indeed the for-
mer is but a part of the latter, and
confequently has not equal pretenfions
to {upport a frame of government pro-

dudtive of human happinefs.

Turfoundationof every government
is {ome principle or paffion in the minds

.I!:...“
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of the people.—The nobleft principles

and moft generous affetions in our
nature then, have the faireft chance to
fupport the nobleft and moft generous
models of government.

A MAN muft be indifferent to the
{neers of modern Englithmen, to men-
tion in their company, the names of
Sidney, Harrington, Locke, Milton,
Nedham, Neville, Burnet, and Hoad-
ley.--No fmall fortitude is neceflary to

confefs that one has read them. The
wretched condition of this country,’

however, for ten or fifteen years: paft,
has frequently reminded me of their

principles and reafonings: = ‘They wall.

convince any candid mind,. that there

i no good government but what 1s.

Republican, That the only valuable
| part
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I part_of the Britilh Conftitution is {o;
| becaufe the very definition of a Repub-
lic, is “ an Empire of Laws, and not
. of Men.” That, asa Republic is the
| beft of governments, fo that partl'cular
| arrangement of the powers of {ociety,

or in other words that form of govern-
. ment, which is beft contrived to {ecure
an impartial and exa& execution of the

laws, is the beft of Republics.
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Or Republics, there 1s an IHCX=
hauftible variety, becaufe the poﬁible

combinations of the powers of fociety,
are capable of innumerable variations.

£ As good government, 1§ an empire
J. of laws, how fhall your laws be made?
! Inalarge fociety, inhabitingan exten-
4 five country, it is impofiible that the
whole thould affemble, to make laws:

The
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The firk neceffary ftep then, 1s, to
depute power from the many, toa few
of the moft wife and good.—But by
what rules fhall you choofe your Re-
prefentatives? Agree upon the number
arid qualifications of perfons, who fhall
have the benefit of choofing, or annex
this privilege to the inhabitants of a
certain extent of ground.

THE principal difficulty lies, and
the greatéft care thould be employed in
conftituting this Reprefentative Aflem-
bly. It fhould be in miniature, an
exact portrait of the people at large.
It thould think, feel, reafon, and a&t

like them. That it may be the in-

- tereft of this Aﬁ%mbly to do ftrit juf-

tice at all times, it fhould be an

- equal reprefentation, or in other words

B equal
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equal intereft among the people thould
have equal intereft in it.—Great care
fhould be tak. n to effect thls,, and to
prevent unfair; pmtml and corrupt
eleﬁlons. Such 1egulatlons, however,
may be better. made in times of greater
hanqullltv than the },refent and the)
will {pring up of themfelves na,turallv,
When all the powers of government
come to be in the hands of the peoPles
friends. At prefent it will be fafeft to
proceed in all ' eftablithed .modes to
which the people have been familiarifed

b‘y habit.

A REPRESENT ATION of the peoplﬂm
in one Aflembly being . obtained,
gueftion aries whether all the powm
of government, legiflative, executive;
and judicial, fhall be left in this body?

I think

v Beias o @
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{ think a peoPIe cannot be long f'ree,,

fnor ever happy, whofe government 1s

in one Affembly. My reafons for thla
opinion are as follow. -

1. A SsINGLE Aflemblyis liable to all
the vices, follies and frailtics of an in-

dividual.—Subject to fits of humour,

ftarts of pamon flights of enthufiafm,
partialities of pre'udme and confe-

quently produ&wc of naﬁy remlt% and
abfurd judgments: And all thefe euor“
ought to be corrected md defeéts fup—-
plied by fome (:ontrouhm:'~ powel

2. A SINGLE Af‘ei nbly is apt to' be
avaricious, and in time will not fcrup]@
to exempt itfelf from burthens which

it will lay, wz.thout Compun@uon, on
1tS confhtuentb.

B2 3]‘&
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45 A SINGLE Affembly 15 apt te

grow ambltlous, and after a time will
not hefitate to ,vote itfelf perpetual.

ThlS was one fault of the long Parlia-
ment, but more 1ema1kably of Hol-

_ land, whofe Aﬂ'embly firft voted them-

{elves from annual to feptennial, then
forlife, and after a courfe of ycears, that
all vacancies happening by death, or
otherwife, thould be filled by them-
felves, without any épplication to con-
ﬁituents at all. '

4 A RFPRI‘SENTATIVE Aflembly,
altho’ extlernely well qualified, and ab-
folutely neceflary as a branch of the
legiflature, is unfit to exercife the ex-
ecutive power, for want of two effen-
tial propeities, fecrecy and difpatch.

£ X REPRESENTATIVE Affembly

is ftill les qualified for the judicial
| power ;
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power; becaufe it is too numerous, too

flow; and too little fkilled in the laws.

6. Because afingle Affembly, poi-
{efled of all the powers of government,
would make arbitrary laws for their
own intereft, execute all laws arbitra-
rily for their own intereft, and adjudge
all controverfies in their own favour.

But thall the whole power of legif=
lation reft in one Aﬂe]:nbiyP Moft of
the foregoing reafons apply equally to
prove that thelegiflative powerought to
be more complex—to which we may
add, that if the legiflative power 1s
wholly in one Affembly, and the exe-
cutive in another, or in a fingle per {on,
thefe two powers will oppoft and ener-

vate upon each other, until the conteft

fhall end in war, and thg whole power,
legiflative
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legiflative and cxecutive, be ufurpecﬁ
by the ﬁmngeﬁ

Tus _}udlcnl power, in fuch cafg
could not mediate, or hold the balance

between the two contendmg powers,
becaufe the legiflative would undermine

it. ---And this ﬂlCWS the neceﬁity too,

of giving the executlve power a nega-
tive upon the legiflative, otherw:lie this

will be cmumuaﬂy cncmachmg upon
mat,.

‘To avoid thefe dangers let a diftant
Aflembly be conftituted, as a mzdiator

between the two extreme branches of

the legiflature, that which reprefents
the people and that which is vefted

with the executive power,

LLET the Repre{énmtive Aflembly
then ele@ by ballot, from amongt hem-
{felves
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i {elves or their conftituents, or both, 2

diftinct Aflembly, which for the fake

of per{picuity we will call a Council.

It may confift of any number you pleafe,
fay twenty or thirty, and fhould have

a free and independent exercife of its

judgment, and confequently a negative
voice 1n the legiflature.

THESE two bodies thus conftituted,

and made integral parts of the legifla-

ture, let them unite, and by joint bal-

of domination called preroga atives,

s @ fhould have a free and independent

d § exercile of his judgment, and be made
al{o an integral part of the legiflatur
‘This I know 1s liable ¢ @Hwiuans, al 1(1

* i

f if you pleafe you may make hi n only

o & SRR LR P
] . £l %;:.A;.u ent

lot choofe a Governor, who, after be-
Ing ﬁupped of moft of thofe b badges

g £
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Prefident of the Council, as in Cori- : f
neticut : But as the Governor 1s to be
invelted with the executive power,
with confent of Council, I think he # .
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ought to have a négative upon the le-  § Tr
8 giflative. If he 1s annually elective, as | ¢
he ought to be, he will always have {o i ol
. much reverence and affection for the ;
{ People,  their Reprefentatives and | i
: Councillors, that althoUgfl you give | ire
: 'hi:m an independent exerci-feﬂof{ his “ ‘ci:(
____ | judgment, he will {eldom ufe 1t in =l ¥
oppofition to the two Houles; except ‘ "1 d
in cafes the public utility of which &
| would be confpicuous, and fome fuch ;;l
| cales would happen. I | I

| In the prefent exigency of Ameri- | |
can affairs, when, by an act of Parli~. | Th
{l ament we are put out of the royal (&

protefftion,



protection, and confequently difcharged
from our allegiance ; and it has be-
come neceflary to afflume government
for our immediate fchrity, the Gover-

nor, Lieutenant-Governor, Secretary,

Treafurer, Commifiary, Attorpey-
General, fhould be chofen by joint
ballot, of both Houfes. And thefe
and all other elections, efpecially of Re-
prefentatives and Councillors, fhould
be annual, there not being in the whole
circle of the fciences, a maxim more
infallible than this, ¢ Where annual

clections end, there {lavery begins.?

THESE great men, m this refpect

' 4
fhould be, once.a year

‘¢ Like bubbles on the fea of matter borne,
°“ They rife, theybreak, and to that fea return.”

ThlS will teach them the great politi-

»—cal virtues of humility, patience, and

C moderation,

= e e e e e S s e SRS ——
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moderation, without which every man
in power Dbecomes a ravenous beaft

of prey.

THI’S modéof Can{’cituting the great
offices of ftate will anfwer very well for
the prefent, but if, by experiment, it '
fhoufid be found inconvenient, the le-
oiflature may at 1ts leifure devife other
methods of creatmg them, by ele&ions

of the people at large, asin ‘Conne&ti-
cut, or it may enlarge the term for

which they (hall be chofen to {even

years, - Or three years, or for life, or
make any other Jlterations which the

{ociety fhall find p10dué’cwe of its eale,
its fafety, 1its freedom, or inone word,

its happinefs.

A roTATion of all offices; as well
as of Reprefentatives and Ceuncillors,

has
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has many advocates, and is contended:

- for with many plaufible arguments. It

would be attended no doubt with ma-

ny advantages, and if the fociety hasa , | 8

fufficient number of fuitable characers
to fupply the great number of vacan-
cies which would be made by fuch a
rotation, 1 can {ee no objection to it.
Thefe perfons may be allowed to {ferve
for three years, and then be excluded
three years, or for any longer or thort-
er term,

ANy feven or nine of the legiflative
Council may be made a Quorum, for
doing bufinefs as a Privy Council, to

advife the Governor in the exercife of
the executive branch of ower, and in

all adts of ftate.

Tur Governorthould have the cem -

mand of the militia, 2nd of all yow

g

2 l“ifi"_:,l_,i CSe
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armies. The power of pardons {hould
be Wlth the Governoe and CounC1l

JupcEs, Juftices and all other offi-
cers; civil and military, (hould be no-
minated and appointed by the Gover-
nor, with the advice and confent of
Councﬂ unleﬁa you choofe to have a

government more popular ; if you do,

all ofﬁcers, civik and military, may be
chofen by joint i ballot of both Houles,

or in order to preferve the mdepend-
ence and 1mportance of eaeh Houle, by
ballot of one Houfe, concurred by the
- other. Sherlffs ﬂ“lOllld be chofen by
the freeholders of countles—--—-—fo thould
Reglﬁers of Deeds and Clerks of Coun-

tlﬁS.

Avrv officers fhould have commiffi-
ons, under the hand of the Governor
and feal of the Colony. Tue




Tue dignity and ftability of govern-
ent 10 all its branches, the mmals of
the people and every blefling of focie-
tv, dep-ends {o much upon dn upright
and {killfal adminiftration of juftice,
that the judicial power ought to be dif-

tin&t from both the legiflative and ex-

ecutive, and indepe’ndent upon 'both
that o it may be a check upon both
as both ﬂlOUld be checks upon that.
The Judges therefore (hould always-be

men of 1earn1ng and experience in the

laws, of exemplary morals, great pa=

tience, Calmnefs, ‘coolnefs and atten-
nonn Their mmds (hould not be dif-
tra&ed with " jarring interefts ; they

'fhould not be dependent upon any

man, or body of men. To thefe ends

they fhould hold eftates for life in their
offices, or in other words thf—"*n' Com-=-,

*’“1ﬂionﬂ“
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miffions thould be during good beha-

viour, and their falaries afcertained and

“eftablifhed by law. « For mifbehaviour

the grand inqueft of the Colony, the

Houfe of Reprefentatives, thould im- -

peach them before the Governor and
Council, where they thould have time
and opportunity to make their defence,
but if convited fhould be removed
from their officesy and {ubjetted to fuch
other punifhment as fhall be thought

proper,

A Miiitia LAw requiring all men,
or with very few exceptions, befides
cafes of confcience, to be provided with

arms and ammunition, to be trained at

certain feafons, and requiring coun-

ties, towns, or other fmall diftri&s te

be PfOVide with public ftocks of am-

munition

i .
v T k. E .
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miinition and entrenching utenfils, and

lllll

e  with fome fettled plans for tranfporting
ot} provifions after the militia, - when
el marched to defend their countryagainit

m- fudden invafions,; and requiring certain
ndf  diftrics to be provided with field pieces,
me companieé of matrofles; and perhaps
¢, fome regiments of light horfe, 1s al-
Jd ! ways a wife inftitution, -and in the
s 8 prefent circumitances of our country

ol indifpenfible.

Laws for the liberal education of

laws will excite a {mile. Whether _
| our |

youth, efpecially of the lower clafs of |

?1 ‘ peoﬁplc, are {o extremely wife and ufe=
],cs § ful, that to a humane and generous
i ' mind, no expence for this purpofe
o ! would be thought extravagant. |
oune f .
&sta Tue very mention of {umptuary
|
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our countrymen have wifdom and vit-

tue enough t6 fubmit to them I know
not. But the happineft of the people
might be greatly promoted by them;
and a revenue faved fufficient to carry
on this war forever. Frugality is a

great revenue, befides curing wus of

vanities, levities and fopperies which
are real antidotes to all great, manly
and warlike virtues.

BuT muft not all cemmifiions run

in the name of 2 King ?<No. Why

‘may they not as well run thus, ¢ The

Colony of to A. B. greeting,
and be tefted by the Governor P

WrY may not writs, inftead of run-
ning in the name of a King, run thus,

«« The Colony of to the She-

wiff,” &c. and be tefted by the Chief |

Way

Juftice.

p

il ¥

i

|
|
!




morals to be general.

s o
WY may not indi¢tments conclude,

¢ againft the peace of the Colony of
and the dignity of the fame ?”

A ConsTiTuT!IoN, founded on
thefe principles, introduces knowledge

‘among the People, and infpires them
~with a confcious d1gmty, bb(,cmmw

Freemen. A ogeneral emulation take

place, which caufes good humour,
{ociability, good manners, and good
That elevation
of fentiment, infpired by fuch a go-
vernment, makes the common people
brave and enterprizing. ‘That ambj-
tion which is infpired by it makes them
{ober, induftrious and frugal. You
will find among them fome elegance,
perhaps,

but more {folidity 3 a little

pleafure, but a great deal of bufinefs—

(B {ome

B ¥
.....
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fome politenefs, but more civility. If
you compare fuch a country with the
regions of domination,” whether Mo-
narchical or Ariftocratical, you will
fancy yourfelf in Arcadia or Eliftum.

Ir the Colonies fhould afflume go-
vernments feparately, they thould be
left entirely to their own choice of the
forms, and if a Continental Conftitu-
tion thould be formed, it thould be a
Congrefs, containing a fair and ade-
quate Reprefentation of the Colonies,
and its authority fhould facredly be

confined to thefe cafes, viz. war, trade,
difputes between Colony and Colony,
the Poft-Office, and the unappropria—-

ted lands of the Crown, as they ufed
to be called.

THESE




the

[ {ESE f

e %

Tuese Colonies, under fuch forms

. of government, and in {uch a union,

would be unconquerable by ail the
Monarchies of Europe. |

You and I, my dear Friend, have
been fent into life, at a time when the
greateft lawgivers of antiquity would
have withed to have lived.—How few

of the human race have ever enjoyed
an opportumty of making an eleCtion

of gov-e;'nmcnt more than of air, foil,
or climate, for themfelves or their
children.—When! Before the prefent
epocha, had three millions of people

full power and a fair opportunity to

form and eftablith the wifeft and hap-
pielt government that human wifdom
can contrive? I hope you will avail

yourfelf and your country of that ex- -
tenfive

tttt

" i
......



[ 28 ]

tenfive 1earning and indefatigable in-
duf’try which you poflefs, to affift her
in the formations of the happlef’c go-
vernments, and the beft chara&er of a
great People.~For myfelf, 1 muit
beg you to l{eep my ﬁam‘e out of ﬁght,
for this feeble attempt, if it thould be
known to be mine, would obllge me

to apply to myfelf thofe lines of the

immortal John Mﬂtonj in one of his
{fonnets, |

I did but teach the age to quit their cloggs
« By the plain rules of ancient Liberty,

¢ When lo! a barbarous noife furrounded me,
« Of owls and cuckoos, affes, apes and dogs.”

Tuzr . O s D
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