et

to their fuperintendance. And in order that thefe
our rights, as well as the invafions of thern, mdy be
Iaid more fully before his majefty, to take a view of
them from the origin and firft fettlement of thefe
countries,

To remind him that our anceftors, before, their
emigration to America, were the free inhabitants of
the Britifh dominions in Europe, and poflefled a right i
which nature has given to all men, of departing from :
the country in which chance, not choice, has placed
them, of going in queft of new habitations, and of
there eftablifhing new focieties, under fuch laws and
regulations as to them fhall feem moft likely to pro-
mote public happinefs. That their Saxon anceftors
had, under this univerfal law, in like manner left
their native wilds and woods in the north of Europe,
|  had poffefled themielvés of the ifland of Britain, then
{ lefs charged with inhabitants, and had eftablifhed

there that {yftem of laws which has fo long been the i
{ glory and protection of that country. Nor was ever
| any claim of fuperiority or dependence aflerted over
them by that mother country from which they had
migrated ; and were fuch a claim made, it is believed
that his majefty’s fubjects in Great Britain have too
| firm a feeling of the rights derived to them from their
| anceftors, to bow down the fovereignty of their ftate
|  Dbefore fuch vifionary pretenfions. And it is thought
that no circumftance has occurred to diftinguifh ma-
terially the Britith from the Saxon emigration. Ame-
tica was conquered, and her fettlements made, and
1 firmly eftablifhed, at the expence of individuals, and
| not of the Britifh public. Their own blood was fpilt
“ in acquiring lands for their fettlement, their own
fortunes expended in making that fettlement effectual ;
for themfelves they fought, for themfelves they con-
quered, and for themfelves alone they have right to
hold. Nommfhilling was ever iffued from the public
treafures of his majefty, or his anceftors, for their
afliftance, till of very late times, after the colonies
had become eftablifhed on a firm and permanent foot-
! ing. That then, indeed, having become valuable
to Great Britain for her commercial purpofes, his
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