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parliament was pleafed to lend them aflitance agdinft
an enemy, who would fain bave drawn to herfelf the
benefits of their commerce, to the great aggrandize~
ment of herfelf, and danger of Great Britain. Such
aflitance, and in fuch circumftances, they had often
before given to Portugal, and other allied’ ftates,
with whom they carry on a commercial intercourfes
yet thefe ftates never fuppofed, that by calling in her
aid, they thereby fubmitted themfelves to her {gve-
reignty. Had fuch terms been propofed, they would
have rejected them with difdain, and trufled for better
to the moderation of their enemies, or to a vigorous
exertion of their own force, We do not, however,
mean to under-rate thofe aids, which to us were
doubtlefs valuable, on whatever principles granted;
but we would thew that they cannot give a title to that
authority which the Britifh parliament would arro-
gate over us, and that they may amply be repaid by
our igiving to the inhabitants of Great Britain fuch
exclufive privileges in trade as may be advantageous
to them, and at the fame time not too reftrictive to
ourfelves. That fettlements having been thuseffe@ed
in the wilds of America, the emigrants thought pro-
per to adopt that {yftem of laws under which they
had hitherto lived in the mother country, and to con-
tinue their union with her by fubmitting themfelves
to the fame common fovereign, who was thereby
made the central link conne&ing the feveral parts of
the empire thus newly multiplied.

But that not long were they permitted, however

far they thought themfelves removed from the hand
of orpreflion. to hold nndifnehed 1 =
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tortunes. A family of princes was then on the Brit:{h
throne, whofe treafonable crimes againft their peoy
brought on them afterwards the exertion of thoie
facred and fovereign rights of punifhment referved ix
the hands of the people for cafes of extreme neceflity,
and judged by the conflitution unfafe to be delegated
to any other judicature. While every day brough:
forth fome new and unjultifiable exertion of power
over their fubjects on that fide the water, it was not
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