real; and accordingly took grants of their own lands
from the crown. And while the crown continued to
grant for fmall fums, and on reafonable rents; there
was no inducement to arreft the error, and lay it open
to public view. But his majefty has lately taken on
him to advance the terms of purchafe, and of holding
to the double of what they were; by which means
the acquifition of lands being rendered difficult, the
population of our courtry is likely to be checked. It
is time, therefore, for us to lay this matter before his
majefty, and to declare that he has no right to grant
Iands of himfelf. From the nature and purpofe of
civil inftitutions, all the lands within the limits which
any particular fociety has circumfcribed around itfelf
are afflumed by that fociety, and {ubjeé to their allot-
ment only. This may be done by them{elves, affems
bled colledively, or by their legiflature, to whom they
may have delegated fovereign authority; and if they
are allotted in neither of thefe ways, each individual
of the fociety may appropriate to himfelf fuch lands
as he finds vacant, and occupancy will give him title.

That in order to enforce the arbitrary meafures be-
fore complained of, his majefty has from time to time
fent among us large bodies of armed forces, not made
up of the people here, nor raifed by the authority of
our laws. Did his majefty poflefs fuch a right as this,
it might fwallow up all our other rights whenever he
{hould think proper. But his majefty has no right to
land a fingle armed man on our fhores, and thofe
whom he fends here are liable to our laws made for
the fuppreflion and punifhment of riots, routs, and
unlawful aflemblies; or are hoftile bodies, invading
us in defiance of law. When in the courfe of the
late war it became expedient that a body of Hanoveri~
an troops thould be brought over for the defence of
Great Britain, his majelty’s grandfather, our late
fovereign, did not pretend to introduce them under
any authority he poflefled. Such a meafure would
have given jult alarm to his fubje&s in Great Britain,
whofe liberties would not be fafe if armed men of
another country, and of another {pirit, might be
brought into the realm at any time without the con-
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