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CONSIDERATIONS, &

‘
0 O queftion can be more important to Great-Britain,
l‘ and to the Colonies, than this—Does #he legiflative
anthority of the Britifb Parliament extend over them 2

On the refolution of this queftion, and on"the meafures
| which a refolation of it will dire@, will depend, whether
the Parent Country, like a happy Mother, fhall behold her
Children flourifhing around her, and receive the moft grate-
i ful returns for her prote&ion and love; or whether, like a flep-
i dame, rendered miferable by her own unkind condu&, fhe
fhall fee their affeétions alienated, and herfelf deprived of
thofe advangés, which a milder treatment-would have enfured
to her.

x

“; TuE Britith nation are generous : They love to enjoy
| freedom : They love to behold it : Slavery is their greateft
E abhorrence : Isit pofiible then, that they would wifh them-
! felves the authors of it ? No. Oppreffion is not a plant of
}[ the Britith foil ; and the late fevere proceedings againft the
| Colonies muft have arifen from the deteftable fchemes of in-
| terefted Minifters, who have mifinformed and mifled the peo-
‘, ple. A regard for that nation, from whom we have {prung,
: and from whom we boaft to have derived the {pirit, which
| prompts us to oppofe their unfiiendly meafures, muft lead us
\: to put this conftruction on what we have lately feen and ex-
! perienced. When therefore, they fhall know and confider
the juftice of our claim-—that we infift only upen being treat-
ed as Freemen, and as the Defcendants of thofe Britith an-

ceftors,
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