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ceflors, whofe memory we will not difhonour by our degene-
racy, it isreafonable to hope, that they will approve of our
conduét, and beftow their loudeft applaufes on our congenial

ardour for Liberty.

Bur if thefe reafonable and joyful hopes thould fatally be
difappointed, it will afford us at leaft fome fatisfaltion to
know, that the principles on which we have founded our
oppofition to the Jate A&s of Pariiament, are the prin-
ciples of juftice and freedom, and of the Britifh conftitu-
tion. If our righteous ftruggle fhall be attended with mis-
fortunes, we will reflect with exultation on the noble caufe
‘: of them ; and while fuffering anmerited diftrefs, think our-
§ felves fuperior to the proudeft flaves. On the contrary, if
we fhall be re-inftated in the enjoyment of thofe rights, to
| which we are entitled by the fupreme and:fg:ontroulable laws
of nature, and the fundamental principles of the Britifh
conftitution, we fhall reap the glorious fruit of our labours ;
and we fhall, at the fame time, give to the world, and to
pofterity, an inftru@ive example, that the caufe of liberty
| ought not to be defpaired of, and that a generous contention

in that caufe is not always unattended with fuccefs, |

Tre foregoing Confiderations have induced me to publifh
2 few remarks on the important queftion, with which I in-
troduced this Effay.

Tuose who allege that the Parliament of Great Britain
have power to make Laws binding the American Colonies,
reafon in the following mannper: < That there is and muft
« be in every fate a fupreme, irrefiftible, abfolute, uncon-
¢ trouled authority, in which the jura fummi imperii, or the
rights of fovereignty refide:” * ¢ That this fupreme pow-

r, is, by the Conflitution of Great-Britain, vefted in the
« King, Lords, and Commons:” + ¢ That, therefore, the
« Afts of the King, Lords, and Commons, or, in other
<« words, A&s of Parliament, have, by the Britifh Conflitu-
< tion, a binding Force on the American Colonies, they
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« compofing a part of the Britifh Empire.”
I apmiT

+ Blackftone, 48, 49, + Ibid. se, 51.
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