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I apmrr that the principle, on which this argument is
founded, is of great importance: Its importance, however,
is derived from its tendency to promote the ultimate end of
all government. But if the application of it would, in any
inftance, deftroy, inftead of promoting that end, it ought,
in zhat inftance to be rejeted : For to admit it, would be to
acrifice the end to the means, which are valnable only fo far
as they advance it.

Avt men are, by nature, equal and free: No one has
a right to any authority over another without his confent:
All lawful government is fonnded on the confent of thofe,
who are fubjeQ to it : Such confent was given with a view to
enfure and to encreafe the happinefs of the governed above
what they could enjoy in an independant and unconneéted
ftate of nature. The confequence is, that the happinefs of
the fociety is the FirsT law of every government.,*

Tis rule is founded on the law of nature: It muft con-
trol every political maxim: it muft regulate the Legiflature
itfelf. | The people have a right to infift that this rule be
erved; and are entitled to demand a moral fecurity that the
Legiflature will obferveit. If they have not the firft, they
are {laves; if they have not the fecond, they are, every mo-
ment, expofed to flavery. For ¢ civil liberty is nothing elfe
¢ but natural liberty, diveilted of that part which conftituted
¢¢ the independance of individuals by the authority which it
¢ confers on 1overeluns, attended with a right of infifting
¢ upon their making a good ufe of their au*homy, and mdx
¢ a moral {gcurity that this right will have its effet.” 1

LET me now be perzmttcd to alk —Will it enfure and ena
creale the happinefs of the American Colonies, that the Par-
liament of Great-Britain fhould poffefs a fupreme irrefitible
uncontroled authority over them:—-Is fuch an authority

confiftent

* Theright nffoverelgnty is that of commanding fidally—but
in order to procure real i felicity ; for 1f this end is uot obtained,
fovereignty ceafes to be a ncummatc aurhmuy Buxr, 331

| Thedaw of pature is fuperior in obligation to any other.
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