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8 confiftent with - their liberty ? Have they any fecurity that it
| will be employed only for their good. Such a fecurity is ab-
4 folutely neceffary. Parliaments are not infallible : They are
‘ not always juft. The members, of whom they are com-
pofed, are human; and, therefore, they may err: They are
% influenced by intereft; and, therefore, they may deviate
% ' from their duty. The aQs of the body muft depend upon
the opinions and difpofitions of the members: The a&s of
thie body may, then, be the refult of error, and of vice. It
is no breach of decency to fuppofe all this: The Britifh
Conftitation fuppofes it: ¢¢ It fuppofes that Parliaments may
¢ betray their truft, and provides, as far as human wifdom
¢ can provice, that they may not be able to do fo long,
L j ¢ without a fufficient control.” * Waithout provifions for
this purpofe, the temple of Britith liberty, like a ftruure of
ice, would inftantly diffolve before the fire of eppreflion and
defpotic {way.
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It will be very material to confider the feveral fecurities,
which the inhabitants of Great-Britain have, that their li-
berty will not be deftroyed by the legiflature, in whofe hands
it is entrufted. If it fhall appear, that the fame fecurities are :
not enjoyed by the Colonifts ; the undeniable  confequence
will be, that the Colonifts are not under the fame obligations
to entruft their liberties into the hands of the fame legifla-
ture : For the Colonifts are entitled to a// § the privileges of
Britons. We have committed no crimes to forfeit them -
We have too much {pirit to refign them. We will leave our
) pofterity as free as our anceftors left us.
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To give to any thing that pafleth in Parliament the force
of a law, the confent of the King, of the Lords, and of ;
| the Commons 1 is abfolutely neceflary §. If; then, the inha- i
By | bitants of Great.Britain poflefs a fufficient reftraint upon
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I * Differt. on parties. Let. 11. 12.
b § As the law is the birthright of every fubje&, fo wherefoever
b they go, they carry their laws with them. 2. WixLrram’s reports.
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+ The Commons of England have a great and confiderable
right in the Government; and a fhare in the Legiflature without
i whom no law pafs. Lord RAYMOND’s reports. 9so,
N 1 4. Inflitute, 23.
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