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any of thefe branches of the legiflature, their liberty is fe-
cure. provided they be not wanting to themfelves. Let us
take a view of the reftraints, which they have upon the Houfe
of Commous.

THEY ele@ the members of that Houfp, ¢« Magiftrates,
fays Montifquien, are properly theirs, who have the nomina-
tion of them,” The members of the Houfe of Commons,
therefore, eledted by the people, are the magiftrates of the
people 5 and are bound, by the ties of gratitude for the
honour and confidence conferred upon them, to confult
the intereft of their conftityents.

TrE power of ele@ions has ever been regarded as a point
of the laft confequence to all | free governments. The inde-
pendant exereife of that power is juitly deemed the flrongeft
bulwark of the Britith liberties €.  As fuch, it has always
been an obje@ of great attention to the legiflature ; and is
exprefsly ftipulated with the Prince in the Bill of Rights.

Il thofe are excluded from voting, whofe poverty is fuch,
that they cannot live independant, and muft therefore be
fubje& to the undue influence of their fuperiors.  Such are
fuppofed to have no will of their own ; and itis judged im-
proper that they fhould vote in the teprefentation of a free
ftate. . What can exhibit, in 2 more ftriking point of view
the peculiar care which has been taken, in order to render
the eleftion of members of parliament entirely free ? It was
deemed an infult upon the independant Commons of England,
that their uninfluenced fuffrages fhould be adulterated by
thofe, who were not at Iberty to fpeak as they thoughr,
though their interefts and inclinations were the fame. Britifh
liberty, it was thought, could not be effectually fecured, un-
lefs thofe who made the laws were freely, and without in-

fluence

[ The Athenians, juftly jealous of this important: privilege,

punithed, with death, every ftranger who prefumed to interfere in
the Affemblies of the people.

1. The Englifh freedom will be at an end whenever the Court
invades the free Election of Parliaments. Ra:pw.

A right that a man has to give his vote at the ele@ion of a per-
fon to reprefent him in Parliament, there to concur to the making
of laws, which are to bind his Liberty and Property, is a moft tranfeen-
dant thing and of an high nature. I.ord Raymonp’s ICPOELs. 953,
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