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fluence, ele&ted by >,"c, for whom they were made. Upri:n :
this principle is reafonably founded the maxim in law— Tha i

every one, who is cap ab‘c of excrcifing his will, is Ic.rw,
and prefumed to confent to an A& of Parliament.

For the fame reafon that perfons, who live dependant

upon the will of others, are not admitted to vote ip elec-
tions, thofe who are under age, and therefore incapable of
1:..\19\:157, thofe who are eonviéted of perjury or {ubornation
perjury, and therefore unworthy of judging ; and, thofe
w‘m obtain their freeholds by fraudulent conveyances, and
would therefore vote to ferve infamous purpoxcs, are all like- 3
wife excluded from ‘the enjoyment of this great pritilege.
Corruption at eletions is guarded againtt by the firifteft pre-
cautions, and moft fevere penaltics. Every elettor, before
he polls, muft, if demanded by a candidate or by two elec-
tors, take the oath againft b~ibcry, as prefcribed by 2. Geo.
2. c. 24. Officers of the excife, of the cuftoms, and of the
poft-oflices—Oflicers conc -erned in the duties upon leather,
foap, paper, firiped linens imported, hackney coaches,
cards and dick, are refirained from interfering in eletions
under the penalty of £ 100 and of being incapable of ever
exercifing any office of truft under the King. ;

Trus is the freedom of ele@ions fecured from the ferwiliy,
the ignorance, and the corruption of the eleGors; and from the
interpofition of officers depending immediately upon ' the
Crown. But this is not /all. Provifions, equally falutary,
have been made concerning *he‘qﬂ“ ifications of thofe, who
fhall be eleGed. All 1magmable care has been taken, that 9
the Commons of Great-Britain may be neither awed, nor al- 1
lured, nor deceived into any nomination inconfifient with their

liberties

- 3 3 . :
It hasbeenadopted as a general maxim; that the Crown
will take advantage of every oppcrtunitv of extending its pre-

rogative in oppolition to the privileges of the people ; that it
is the intereft of thofe who have penfions, or offices ar avill from

the
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