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us of the firk Norman Princes, this power feems to have
ed in the Clergy and in the Barons by turns. But it
was Jodged very improperly, 'The Clergy zealous only for
theidignity and pre-eminence of the church, negletted and
defpifed the people, whom, with the foil they tilled, they
would willingly have confidered as the patrimony of St. Pe-

ter. Attached to a foreign jurifdiftion, and afpiring at an
entire independance of the civil powers, they looked upon
the prerogatives of the Crown as fo many obflacles ‘in the
way of their favourite fcheme of fupreme ecclefiaftical do-
nion ; and thercfore feifed, with eagernefs, every occafion
of facrificing the interefts of their fovereign to thofe of the

Pope. Enemies alike to their King and to their country,
their fole and unvaried aim was to reduce both to the moft
abjet ftate of fubmiffion and flavery. The means employed
by them to accomplith their pernicious purpofes were, fome-
times, to work upon the fuperflition of the people, and di-
re@ it againft the power of the Prince; and, at other times,
to work upon the fuperftition of the Pri
gainft the liberties of the people.

ince, and dire&t it a-

Tue power of preferving the limitations of monarchy for
the purpofes of liberty was not more properly placed in the
Barons. Domineering and turbulent, they opprefled their
vaflals, and treated them as flaves; they oppofed their
Prince, and were impatient of every legal reftraint. Capri-
cious and inconftant, they fometimes abetted the Kingin his
pioje@s of tyranny; and, at other times, excited the people
to infurreflions and tumults. For thefe reafons, the Confti-
tution was ever fluCtuating from one extreme to another;
Now defpotifm—now anarchy prevailed.

Bur after the reprefentatives 'of the Commons began to
fitin a feparate Houfe, to be confidered as a difin& branch
of the legiflature ; and as fuch, to be invefled with feparate
and independant powers and privileges ; then the conflitution

fumed a very different appearance. Having no-intereft con-
trary to that of the people, from among whom they were
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chofen, and with whom, after the feflion, they were again
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