S s T Y e NSRBI AP B T =2 I | i PRI Y

. { 169
h y" 1 [ .
government to maintain § them #”? Shall this primary end be
e [ Jiuflrated by a political maxim intended to promore it ? I
. 1

Bur from what fource does this mighty, this uncontrouled
authority of the Floafe of Commons flow ? From the col- }
lective body of the Commons of Great-Britain. This autho- ]
rity muft therefore originally refide in them : For whatever
they convey to their reprefentatives, muft ultimately be in

themfelves. + And have thofe, whom we have hitherto been . | -

accuftomed to confider as our fellow fubjeéts, an abfolute and
: unjimited power over us ? Have they a natural right to make )
‘ laws, by which we may be deprived of our properties, of v
% our liberties, of our lives ? By what title do they claim to be t
| our mafters ? What a& of ours has rendered us fubject to €
thofe, 'to whom we were formerly equal ? Is Britith Freedom C
\ denominated from the /oi/, or from the People of Britain ? C

I If from the latter, do they lofe it by quitting the foil @ Do
¢ i thofe, who embark, freemen, in Great-Britain, difembark, i ”
i flaves, in America ? Are thofe, who fled from the oppreflion { B
E of rega! and minifterial tyranny, now reduced toa ftate of 1
Vax'falage to thofe, who, then, equally felt the fame oppref- t}
o fion ? Whence proceeds this fatal change ? Is this the return :
e made us for leaving our friends and our country—for braving L2
; the danger of the deep —for planting a wildernefs, inhabited Y
5‘4 0n.1y. by favage n}en.and favage belaﬁs——for extending the do- t]
‘ } minions of the Britith Crown—for encreafing the trade of I t
| g the Britith merchants—for augmenting the rents of the Bri-" 1
P tith landlords— for heightening the wages of the Britith ar- ; b
E tificers ? Britons fhould bluth to make fuch a claim : Ameri- 7 <
P cans would bluth to awn it, ‘: ir
b i =
'_‘3': It is not, however, the ignominy only, but the danger ; th
L 8 alfo, with which we are threatened, that affi&s us. The o
; | many and careful provifions which are made by the Brjiith ‘ e
. Conftitution, that the eleGors of members of Parliament may 7
‘e b 5
'f.v "‘4 § Blackftone, 124. Ie
3 P + It is felf-evident that the power, with relation to the part we : | pr
i b bear in the legiflation, is abfolutely, is iblc]y'iu the eletors: We .

e | 5 have no legiflative authority but what we derive from them.

% I i Debates of the Commons, vol. 6, P. 75.
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