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this manner. It will be fufficient for me to fhew, that it is ‘
unreafonable, and injurious to the Colonies to extend that ti- |
tle to them. How come the Colonifts to be a conquered F
people? By whom was the conqueft over them obtained ? By
* the Houfe of Commons? By the conflituents of that Houfe ?
If the idea of conqueft muft be taken into confideration when
we examine into the title by which America is held, that
idea, fo far as it can operate, will operate in favour of the
Colonifts, and net, againft them. Permitted and commif-
fioned by the Crown, they undertook, at their own ex-
pence, expeditions to this diftant country, took poffefion of
it, planted it, and cultivated it.  Secure under the protec-
tion of their King, they grew and multiplied, and diflufed
Britith freedom and Britith fpirit, wherever they came,
Happy in the enjoyment of liberty, and in reaping the fruits
of their toils; but fiill more happy in the joyful profpeét of
tranfmitting their liberty and their fortanes to the lateft pof-

i terity, they inculcated to their children the warmeft fenti-
ments of loyalty to their fovereign, under whofe aufpices
; they enjoyed fo many blefings, and of affe@ion and efteem
= - for the inhabitants of the Mother Country, with whom they

gloried in being intimately conne@ed. Leffons of loyalty to
Parliament indeed, they never gave: They never {ufpeéied
that fuch unheard of loyalty would be required. They ne-
ver fufpeCted that their defcendants would be confidered and
treated as a conquered people; and therefore they never
taught them the fubmiffion and abje@ behaviour fuited to
that charalter.

I am fuficiently aware of an objeion, that will be made
to what I have faid concerning the legiflative authority of
the Britith Parliament, It will be alleged, that I throw off
all dependance on Great-Britain. This objefion will be
held forth, in its moft fpecious colours, by thofe, who, from
fervility of foul, or from mercenary confiderations, would
meanly bow their necks to every cxertion ot arbitrary power :
It may likewife alarm fome, who entertain the moft favoura:
ble opinion of the connexion between Great-Britain and her

Colonies ;
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