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Colonies; but who are not fufficiently acquainted with the BE
pature of that connexion, which is fo dear to them. Thofe 1
of the firft clafs, I hope, are few; lam fure they are con- ' [
temptible, and deferve to have very little regard paid to
them: But for the fake of thofe of the fecond clafs, who !
may be more numerous, and whofe laudable principles atone I
for their miftakes, I fhall take fome pains to obviate the ob- i
je@ion, and to fhew that a denial of the legiflafive authority 1
of the Britith Parliament over Americais by no means incon-
fiftent with that connexion, which ought to fubfit between
the Mother Country and her Colonies, and which, at the
firft fettlement of thofe Colonies, it was intended to main-
tain between them: But that, on the contrary, that connex- ‘ |
ion would be intirely deftroyed by the extenfion of the power '
of Parliament over the American plantations.

LeT us examine what 1s meant by a Dependance on Great-
Pritain: For it is always of importance clearly to define the
terms that we ufe. Blackftone, who, fpeaking of the Colo-
nies, tells us, that  they are no part of the Mother Coun- 1]
¢ try, but diftin& (though dependant) dominions,” q ex- |
plains dependance in this manner. “ Dependance is very
<¢ little elfe, but an obligation to conform to the will or law
s “of that fuperior perfon or flate, upon which the inferior
depends.” * The original and true ground of this fupe- ]
s¢ riority in the cafe of Ireland, is what we ufually call, =
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though fomewhat improperly, the right of conqueft;
a right allowed by the law of nations, if not by that of na-
ture; but which, in reafon and civil policy, can mean no- ‘
thing more, than that, in order to put an end to hoftilities, ]
‘; ¢ a compalt is either exprefsly or tacitly made between the |
: ¢¢ conqueror and the conquered, that if they will acknowlege

¢ the vi€tor for their mafter, he will treat them for the future

¢ as{ubjeits, and not as enemies.”’§ |

€

-

€

§

-

S

TrE original and true ground of the fuperiority of Great-
Britain over the American Colonies is not fhewn in any boek
of the law, unlefs, as I have already obferved, it be derived

from
9 Blackftone, 107. § Ibid. 103.
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