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from the right of conqueft. But I have proved, and I hope
fatisfactorily, that this right is altogether inapplicable to the
Colonifts. The original of the faperiority of Great-Britain
over the Colonies is, then, unaccounted for ; and when we
confider the ingenuity and pains which have lately been em-
ployed at home on this fnbjet, we may juftly conclude, that
the only reafon why it is not accounted for, is, that it cammes
be accounted for. The fuperiority of Great-Britain over the
Colonies ought, therefore, to be rejected ; and the depend-
ence of the Colonies on her, if it isto be conftrued into ¢ an
obligation to conform to the will or law of the fuperior
fate,” ought, in #bis fenfe, to be rejected alfo,

My fentiments concerning this matter are not fo fingular.
They coincide with the declarations and remonftrances of
the Colonies againft the Ratutes impofing taxes on them, It
was their unanimous opinion, that the Parliament. have no
right to exatt obedience to thofe ftatutes ; and, confequently,
that the Colonies are under no obligation to obey them. The
dependence of the Colonies on Great-Britain was denied in
thofe inftances ; but a denial of it in thofe inftances isy in
effet, a denial of itin all other inftances. For, if depend-
ence is an obligation to conform to the will or law of the fu-
perior flate ; any exceptions to that obligation muft deftroy
the dependence. If, therefore, by a dependence of the Co-
lonies on Great-Britain, it is meant, that they are obliged to
obey the laws of Great-Britain, reafon, as well as the unanie
Thous voice of the Americans, teaches us to difown it. Such
a dependence was never thought of by thofe who left Bri-
tain, in order to fettle in America; nor by their Sovereigns,
who gave them commifiions for that purpofe. Such an 04/~
gation has no correfpondent right : For the Commons of
Great-Britain have no dominion over their equals and fel-
low fubjeds in America : They can confer no right to their
delegates to bind thofe equals and fellow fubjets by laws.

THERE is ancther, and a much more reafonable meaning,
which may be intended by the dependence of the Colonies
on Great-Britain. The phrafe may be ufed to denote the

obedierce
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