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the charters or letters patent was folicited from that Affem-
bly, as is ufual in England with regard to grants and fran-
chifes of much lefs importance.

My Lord Bacon’s fentiments on this fubje& ought to have
great weight with us. His immenfe genius, his univerfal
learning, his deep infight into the laws and conﬂitutjé)n of
England are well known and much admired. Beﬁ\es, he
lived at that time when fettling and improving the American
Plantations began ferioufly to be attended to, and fuccefsful.
ly to be carried into execution.§ Plans for the government
and regulation of the Colonies were then forming ; and ‘it
is only from the firft general idea of thefe plans that we can
unfold, with precifion and accuracy, all the more minute
and intricate parts, of which they now confift. ¢ The
fettlement of Colonies, fays he, muft proceed from the op-
tion of thofe, who will fettle them, elfe it founds like an
exile : They muf be raifed by the /fave, and not by the
command of the King. At their fetting out, they muft have
their commiflion, or letters patents from the King, that fo
they may  acknowledge their pEPENDENCY UPON THE
Crown of England, and under his prote@ion.”  In another
place he fays, ¢ that they fill muft be fubjefts of the
realm.” + ¢ In order to regulate all the inconveniencies,
which will infenﬁblf grew upon them,” he propofes, * that
the King fhouid ere& a fubordinate council in England,
whofe care and charge fhall be, to advife, and put in execu-
tion, all things which fhall be found fit for the good of thofe
new Plantations ; who, upon all occafions, fhall give an ac-
count of their proceedings to the King or to the Council-
Board, and from THEM receive fuch diretions, as may beft

agree

§ During the reign of Queen Elizabeth, America was chiefly
valued on account of its mines. It was not till thereignof fames I.

that any vigorous attempts were made to clear and improve the
foil.

t The Parliament have no fubjedts. My Lord Bacon gives in
this expreffion, aninftance of the trope of {peech beformentioned.
He fays, the fubjeds of the realm, when he means the fubjes of
the King of the realm.
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