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{ ETTERS

FoA R M E R, &c.

L E T E B L

My dear COUNTRYMEN,

AM a Farmer, fettled, after a variety of fortunes, near the
banks of the river Delaware, in. the province of Penn-
Jfplvania. 1 received a liberal education, and have been en-
gaged in the bufy fcenes of life; but am now convinced,
; that a man may be as happy without buftle, as with it. My
farm is {mall; my fervants are few, and good; I have a little
money at intereft ; I wifh for no more; my employment.in my
own ‘affairs is eafy ; and with a contented grateful mind, undi-
fturbed by worldly hopes or fears, relating to myfelf, I am com-
pleating the number of days allotted to me by divine goodnefs.

Brinc generally mafter of my time, I fpend a good deal of it n
a library, which I think the moft valuable part of my fmall eftate ;
and being acquainted with two or three gentlemen of abilities and
learning, who honor me with their friendfhip, I have acquired, I
believe, a greater knowledge in hiftory, and the laws and conttitu-
tion of my country, than is generally attained by men of my clafs,
many of them not being fo fortunate as I have been in the oppor-
tunities of getting information.

From my infancy I was taught to love humanity and liberty.
Enquiry and experience have fince confirmed my reverence for the
leffons then given me, by convincing me more fully of their truth
and excellence., Benevolence towards mankind, excites withes for
their welfare, and fuch wifthes endear the means of fulfilling them.
Thefe can be found in liberty only, and therefore her {acred caufe
ought to be efpoufed by every man, on every occafion, to the ut-
moft of his power. As a charitable, but poor perfon does not
withhold his mize, becaufe he cannot relieve a// the diftrefles of the
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miferable, {0 fhould not any honeft man fupprefs his fentiments
concerning freedom, however fmall their influence is likely to be.
Perhaps he ¢ may touch fome wheel, *» that will have an effeét
greater than he could reafonably expeé.’

Tuese being my fentiments, I am encouraged to offer to you,
my countrymen, my thoughts on fome late tranfations, that ap-
pear to me to be of the utmoft importance to you. Confcious of
my own defeéts, I have waited {ome time, in expeation of feein
the {ubje&t treated by perfons much.better qualified for the tafk’;
but being therein difappointed, and apprehenfive that longer de-
lays will be injurious, I ventire at length to requeft the attention
of the public, praying, that thefe lines may be read with the {ame
zeal for the happinefs of Britifb America, with which they were wwroze.

WitTH a good deal of furprize I have obferved, that little no-
tice has been taken of an alt of parliament, as injurious in its
principle to the liberties of thefe colonies, as the Sramp-AF was :
i mean the a& for fufpending the legiflation of Neaw-Yoré.

. Tre aflembly of that government complied with a former a&t
of parliament, requiring certain provifions to be made for the
troops in America, in every particular, I think, except the articles
of falt, pepper and vinegar. In my opinion they ated impru-
dently, confidering all circumftances, in not complying fo far as
would have given fatisfattion, as feveral colonies did : But my dif~
like of their condut in that inftance, has not blinded me {fo much,
that I cannot plainly perceive, that they have been punithed in a
manner pernicious to dmerican freedom, and juitly alarming to all
the colonies. :

Ir the Briti/b parliament has a legal authority to iffue an order,
that we fhall furnith a fingle article for the troops here, and to
compel obedience to bar order, they have the fame right to iflue
an order for us to fupply thofe troops with arms, cloaths, and
every neceflary ; and to compel obedience to that order alfo; in
fhort, to lay any burthens they pleafe upon us. What is this but
taxing Us at a certain fum, and leaving to us only the mauner of
raifing it? How is this mode more tolerable than the Szamp-A4s 2
Would that act have appeared more plcafing to 4mericans, if being
ordered thereby to raife the {fum total of the taxes, the mighty pri-
vilege had been left to them, of faying how much fhould be paid
for an inftrument of 'writing on paper, and how much for another
on parchment?

An a&t of parliament, commanding us to do a certain thing, if
it has any validity, is a zay upon us for the expence that accrues
in complying with it ; and for this reafon, I believe, every colony
on the continent, that chofe to give a mark of their refpe& for
Great-Britain, in complying with the aét relating to the troops,
cautioudly

* Pork.

R



cautioufly avoided the mention of that a&, left their condué fhould
be attributed to its fuppofed obligation.

TrE matter being thus ftated; the affembly of Neww-¥or# either
had, or had not, a right to'refufe fubmiffion to that a&. If they
had, and I imagine no American will fay they had not, then the
parliament had #o right to compel them to execute it. If they had
not this right, they had #o right to punifh them for not executing
it; and therefore no right to fufpend their legiflation, which is a
punithment. In fa&, if the people of New-2ork cannot be legally
taxed but by their own reprefentatives, they cannot be legally
deprived of the privilege of legiflation, only for infifting on that
exclufive privilege of taxation. If they may be legally deprived
in fuch a cafe, of the privilege of legiflation, why may they not,
with equal reafon, be depfived of every other privilege? Or, why,
may not every colony be treated in the fame manner, when any of
them fhall dare to deny their affent to any impofitiens, that fhall
be direéted ? Or what fignifies the repeal of the Szamp-A4%Z, if thefe
colonies are to lofe their ozber privileges, by not tamely {urrender-:
ing that of taxation ?

TuERE is one confideration arifing from this fufpenfion, which /
is not generally attended to, but fhews its importance very clearly,
It was not neceffary that this fufpenfion fhould be caufed by an a&
of parliament. The crown might have reftrained the governor of
Neaw-York, even from calling the aflembly together, by its prero-
gative in the royal governments. This ftep, I fuppofe, would
have been taken, if the condu& of the affembly of New-¥or# had
been regarded as an a&t of difobedience zo zbe croavn alone; but it
is regarded as an a& of + ¢ difobedience to the authority of the
Britisu rLecisLature.” ‘This gives the fufpenfion a confe-
quence vaftly more affe®ing. It is a parliamentary affertion of the
Jupreme authority of the Britifh legiflature over thefe colonies, in zbe
point of taxation, and is intended to comPEL New-York into a fub-
miffion to that authority. It feems therefore to me as much a vio-
lation of the liberties of the people of that province, and confe-
quently of all thefe colonies, as if the parliament had fent a num-
ber of regiments to be quartered upon them till they thould comply.
For it is evident, that the fufpenfion is meant as a compulfion ; and
the method of compelling is totally indifferent. Tt is indeed pro-
bable, that the fight of red coats, and the hearing of drums,
would have been moft alarming ; becaufe people are generally more
influenced by their eyes and ears, than by their reafon. But who-
ever ferioufly confiders the matter, muft perceive that a dreadful
firoke is aimed ‘at the liberty of thefe colonies. I f{ay, of thefe
colonies ; for the caufe of oze is the caufe of all. If the parlia-
ment may lawfully deprive Neaw-ork of any of ber rights, it may
deprive any, or all the other colonies of zfeir rights; and nothing

can

1 See the aét of fufpenfion.
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¢an poﬂibxy fo much encourage fuch attempts, as a mutual inatten- ‘
tion to the interefts of each other. To diwide, and thus to deftrop, i

‘ is the firft political maxim in attacking thofe, who are powerful by

their union. He certainly is not a wife man, who folds his arms, ‘

‘. and repofes himfelf at home, viewing, with unconcern, the flames ’ i

' hat have invaded his neighbour’s houfe, without ufing any endea- E

R vours to extinguith them. When Mr. Hampden’s fnip money caufe, I

: for Three S //21,,,;//05 and Four-pence, was tried, all the people of England, i

with anxious expeltation, interefted them{elves in the important |
decifion; and when the flighteft point, touching the freedom of a

one coiﬁny, is agitated, I eimeuly wifl, that all the reft may, with ‘- ;
egual ardor, fupport their fiffer. Very much may be faid on this l
fubje@ ; but I hope, more at prefent is unneceflary.

Wirn concern I have obferved, that'zwwo affemblies of this pro-
vince have fat and adjourned, without taking any notice of this
B att. It may perhaps be atked, what would have been proper for
E B them to do ? I am by no means fond of inflammatory meafures; I
1 B deteft them. I fhould be forry that any thing fhould be done, ‘

which might juftly difpleafe our fovereign, or our mother country : !

But a firm, medeft exertion of a free fpirit, thould never be. want- 1
| Bt . ing on public occafions. It appears to me, that it would have
i béen fufiicient for the affemb bly, to have ordered our agents to re-
prefent to the King’s minifters, their fenfe of the fufpending a&, ¥ |
and to pray for its repeal. Thus we fhould have borne our tefti-
mony againft it; and Pnght therefore reafonably expet that, op 1
i a like occafion, we might receive the fame aflitance from the other ]

colonies. t
{ o Concordia ves parve crefcunt. 4§
Small things grow great by concord.
* Nowve §. A FARMER:

* The day of King Wirzrram the Third’s landing.
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My dear COUNTRY MEN,

HERE is another late a&t of parliament, which appears
to me to be unconftitutional, and as deftruétive to the Li-
berty of thefe colonies, as that mentioned in my laft let-
ter ; that is, the aét for granting the duties on paper, glafs, &Je.
Tue parliament unqueftionably poflefies a legal anthority to re-
gulate the trade of Great-Britain, and all her colonies. Such an
authority is effential to the relation between a mother country and
her colonies; and neceflary for the common good of all. He,
who confiders thefe provinces as ftates diftin&t from the Britifb Em-
pire, has very flender notions of juffice, or of their interefts. We
are but parts of a awhole; and therefore there muft exift a power
fomewhere to prefide, and preferve the conneétion in due oxder.
This power is lodged in the parliament; and we are as much de-
pendent on Great-Britain, as a perfe@ily free people can beon
another.
I uave looked over ewery fatute relating to thefe colonies, from
their firft fettlement to this time;. and I find every one of them
founded on this principle, till'the Szamp- A adminiftration *

Al

2

¢fore,

# For the fatisfaction of the reader, recitals from the former adts of parlia-
ment relating to thefe colonies are added. By comparing thefe with thie modern
acts, he will perceive their great difference in expreffion and intention.

The 12th Cha. Chap. 18, which forms the foundation of the laws relating
to our trade, by enading that certain produions of the colonies fhould be car-
ried to England only, ‘and that no goods fhall be imported from the plantations
but in fhips belonging to England, Ireland, Wales, Berwick, or the Piantations,
&c. 'begins thus: ¢ For the increafe of fbipping, and encouragement of the naviga-
zion of this mation, wherein, under the good providence and proteétion of
GO0 D, the wealth, fafery, and firength of this kingdom .is'fo much con-
cerned,” &c.

The 15th Cha, II, Chap. 7, enforcing the fame regulation, affigns thefe rea-
fons for it. ¢ In regard his Majefty’s plantations, beyond the feas, are inha-
bited and peopled by his fubjeéts of this his kingdom of England; for the
maintaining a greater corref[pondence and kindnefs betwveen them, and keeping them
in a firmer dependence upon it, and rendering them yet more beneficial and ad-
vantageous unto it, in the further employment and increafe of Englith fbipping and
feamen, vent of Englifb woollen, and other manufattures arid commodities, ren-
dering the navigation to and from the fame more [afe and cheap, and making this
kingdom a flaple, not only of the commodities of thofe plantations, but alfo of the
commodities of other countries and places for the [upplying of them; and it being
the ufage of other nations to keep their plantations trade to themfelves,” &'.

The 25th Cha. II. Chap, 7, made exprefly ¢ for the better Jecuring the planta-
tion trade,” which impofes duties on certain commodities exported from one
colony to another, mentions this caufe for impofing them: ¢ Whereas by ore
a&t, pafied in the 12th year of, your Majefty’s reign, intituled, An a& for en-
touragement of [bipping and mawigation, and by feveral other laws, pafied fince
that
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before, are calculated to regulate trade, and preferve or promote 3
mutually beneficial intercourfe between the feveral conftituent parts
of the empire; and though many of them impofed duties on trade,
yet thofe duties were always impofed avirp defign to reftrain the
commerce of one part, that was injurious to another, and thus to

promote

that time, it is permitted to thip, &, fugars, tobacco, &, of the growth, &,
of any of your Majefty’s plantations in America, &, from the places of their
growth, &, to any other of your Majefty’s plantations in thofe parts, &,
and that wirhoys Paying cuflom for the Jame, either at the lading or unlading the
faid commodities, by means whereof the trade ang navigation in thofe commeo-
dities, from ome plantation to another, is greatly increafed, and the iphabitants
of divers of thofe colonies, 7ol contenting themfelves qvith being [upplied wirh thofe
commodities for their ozon ufe, free from all cuftoms (while the fubjeéts of this your
kingdom of England have paid great cuftoms and impofitions for what of them
hath been fpent here) bur, comirary to the exprefs letter of the aforefaid lawws, bawse
brought into divers parts of Europe great quantities thereof, and do alfo vend great
quantities thereof to the thipping of other nations, 'who bring them into divers
Ppatts of Europe, to the great hurt and diminution of your Majefty’s cuftoms,
and of the #trade and navigation of this your kingdom ; For TxE pa EVENTION
THEREOF, &, ;

The 7th and $th iy IIL. Chap. 22, intituled, “ An 2@ for preventing
frauds, and regulating abufes in the plantation trade,” recites that, ¢ notwith-
ftanding divers alls, &, great abufes are daily committed 7, z3¢ prejudice of the
Englith ravigation, and 1he bfs of a grear Part of the plantation trade to this king-
dom, by the artifice and cunning of ill difpofed perfons; For REMEDY WHERE-

foreign market in Europe,” &,

The 6th Znze, Chap, 37, reciting the advancement of trade, and encourage-
ment of fhips of war, &, grants to the captors the Property of all prizes car-
ried into America, {ubje& to fuch cuftoms and duties, as if the fame had been
firt imported into any part of Great-Britain, and from thence exported, &',

This was a gify 1 perfons aling under commiffions from the ¢rown, and there-
fore it was reafonable that the terms prefcribed ‘in that gift, fhould be complied
with---more efpecially as the payment of fuch duties was intended to give 3 -
preference to the produétions of Britifp colonies, over thofe of other colonies,
However being found inconvenient to the colonies, about four years afterwards,
this a& was, Jor that reafon, f{o far repealed, that by another at < a]l prze
goods, imported into any part of Great-Britain, from any of the plantations,
Wwere made liable to fuch duties only in Great-Britain, as in cafe they had been
of the growth and Produce of the plantations.”

The 6th Geo, 11, Chap. 13, which impofes duties on foreign rum, fugar and

* melaffes, imported into the colenies, fhews the reafons thus-...¢¢ Whereas the

welfare and profperity of your Majefty’s fugar colonies in America, are of the
greateft confequence angd importance to the trade, fawigation and JSrength of this
kingdom; and whereas the planters of the faid fugar colonies, have of late
years fallen into fuch great difcaumgements, that they are unable to improve or
carry on the fugar trade, upon an equal footing with the foreign fugar colonies,
without [ome advantage and relief be given to thm Jfrom Great-Britain ; For rE-

MEDY
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promote the general welfare. The raifing a revenue thereby was
never intended. Thus the King, by his judges in his courts of
juitice, impofes fines, which all together amount to a very confi-
derable fum, and contribute to the fupport of government': But
this is merely a confequence arifing from reftritions, that only
meant to keep peace, and prevent confufion; and furely a man
would argue very loofely, who fhould conclude from hence, that
the King has a right to levy money in general upon his fubjeéts,
Never did the Brizzfb parliament, till the period 4bove mentioned,
think of impofing duties in America, FOR THE PURPOSE OF
RAISING A REVENUE. Mr. Greenville firlt introduced this Jan-
guage, in the preamble to the 4th of Geo, III. Chap. 15, which has
thefe words---¢“ And whereas it is juft and neceffary that o REVE-
NUE BE RAISED IN YOUR MAJEsSTY’s SAID DOMINIONS IN AME-
RICA, for defraying the expences of defending, proteliing, and fec-uriizg
the fame : We your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeéts, TuE
coMMONSs OF - GREAT-BRrITAIN, in parliament affembled, being
defirous to make fome provifion in this prefent {eflion of parliament
TOWARDS RAISING THE SAID REVENUE IN AMERICA, have re=
folved 'to 61vE and GranT unto yaur Majefty the feveral rates and
duties herein after mentioned,” 5. '

.

A rEw months after came the Stamp- A%, which reci ing this,
proceeds in the fame ftrange mode of expreflion, thus----¢ And

whereas it is juft and necefiary, that provifion be made FoR RaAI-

SING A FURTHER REVENUE WITHIN YOUR MajEsTY’s pomi-
NIONS IN AMERICA, fowards defraying the Jaid expences, we your
Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeéts, the commons oF
GreAaT-BRITAIN, . GIvE and cranT,” (Fc. as before.

Tue laft a&t, granting duties vpon paper, &c. carefully purfues
thefe modern precedents, The preamble is, ‘“ Whereas it is ex-
pedient THAT A REVENUE SHOULD BE RAISED IN YOUR MajE-
STY’S DOMINIONS IN AMERICA, for making a more certain and
adequate provifion for defraying the charge of the adminiftration of
Juflice, and the fupport of ciwil government in fuch provinces, where
it fball be found neceffary 5 and toavards the further defraying the
expeuces of defending, -proteting and: fecuring the jaid dominions, we
your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeéts, the commons or
GrEAT-BriTatn, &+ 61veE and craxt,” &5 as before.

Here we may obferve an authority exgrefly claimed and exerted
to impofe duties on thefe colonies; not for the regulation of trade ;

B not
MEDY WHEREQF; AND POR THE GOOD AND WELFARE OF YOUR MA-
JESTY’s surjECcTS;” &,

The 2gth Ges. II. Chap. 26, and the 1ft Geo. 1I1. Chap. g, which continue
the 6th Geo, II. Chap. 13, declare, that the faid aét hath, by experience, been
found ufefu! and beneficial, &c, Thefe are all the moft confiderable ftatutes re-
lating to the commerce of the colonies; amd it is thought to be utterly unne-
ceflary to add any obfervations to thefe extrats, to prove that they were all
intended folely as regulations of trade.
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not for the prefervation or promotion of a mutually beneficial in-
tercourfe between the feveral conftituent parts of the empire, here-
tofore the fole objefts of parliamentary inftitutions; dut Sor the
JSingle purpofe of leyying money upon us. .

Tuis I call an * innovation ; and a moft dangerous innovation,
It may perhaps be objected, that Grear-Britain has a right to lay
what duties fhe pleafes upon her + exports,- and it makes no dif-
ference to us, whether they are paid here or there.

To this I anfwer. Thefe colonies require many things for
their ufe, which the laws of Greas-Britain prohibit them from
getting any where but from her. Such are paper and glafs.

Tuar we may legally be bound to pay any general duties on
thefe commodities relative to the regulation of trade, is granted ;
but we being obliged by her laaws to take them from Great-Britain,
any fpecial duties impofed on_their exportation fo us only, with in-
tention 1o raife @ revenue from us only, are as much zaxes upon us,
as thofc impofed by the Sramp- 42,

Whar is the difference in juéffance and right, whether the fame
{um is raifed upon us by the rates mentioned in the Stamp- A&, on
the #/¢ of paper, or by thefe duties, on the importation of it. It is
only the edition of a former book, fhifting a fentence from the
end to the beginning. j

Supprosk the duties were made payable in Great-Britain ? .

It fignifies nothing to us, whether they are to be paid here or
there. Had the Stamp- A dire@ed, that all the paper fhould be
landed at Florida, and the duties paid there, before it was brought
to the Briti/b colonies, would the a& have raifed lefs money upon
us, or have been lefs deftru&ive of our rights ? By no means :
For as we were under a neceflity of ufing the paper, we fhould
have been under the neceflity of paying the duties. ‘Thus, in the
prefent cafe, a like nece/fity will fubje& us, if this a& continues in
force, to the payment of the duties now impofed.

Wy was the Sramp-A% then fo pernicious to freedom ? It did
not enact, that every man in the colonies Spould buy a4 certain

quantity

* €It is worthy obfervation how quietly fubfidies, granted in forms ufwal
and accuftsmable (though heavy) are borne; fuch a power hath ufe and cuftom.
On the other fide, what difcontentments and difturbances fubfidies Sframed in a
#new mould do raife (SUCH AN INBRED HATRED NOVELTY DOTH HATCH)
is evident by examples of former times.”” Lord Co?s’s 2d Inftitute, p. 33.

T Some people think that Great-Britain has the fame right to impofe duties
on the exports to thefe colonies, as on the exports to Spain and Portugal, &c,
Such perfons attend fo much to the idea of exportation, that they entirely drop
thar of the connellion between the mother country and ber colonies. 1f Great-Britain
had always claimed, and exercifed an authority to compel Spain-and Portugal to
import manufatures from her only, the cafes would be parallel : But as the
never prefended to fuch a right, they are at liberty get them where they pleafe ;
and if they chufe to take them from her, rather than from other nations, they
voluntanly confent to pay the duties impofed on them, '

I
i
l4
I
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quantity of paper---No: It only dire@ted, that no inftrument of
writing fhould be valid in law, if not made on ftamped paper, 9.

Tue makers of that a& knew full well, that the confufions
that would arife from the difufe of writings, would comprL the
colonies to ufe the ftamped paper, and therefore to pay the taxes
impofed. For this reafon the Stamp-AZ was faid to be a law
THAT WOULD EXECUTE ITSELF. For the very fame reafon, the
laft a& of parliament, if it is granted to have any force here,
WILL EXECUTE ITSELF, and will be attended with the very
fame confequences to American liberty.

SomEe perfons perhaps may fay, that this a& lays us under no
neceflity to pay the duties impofed, becaufe we may outfelves”
manufa&ure the articles on which they are laid ; whereas by the
Stamp-AZ no inftrument of writing could be good, unlefs made
on Britifb paper, and that too ftamped. ]

SucH an objeftion amounts to no more than this, that the in-
jury refulting to thefe colonies, from the total difufe of Britifp
paper and glafs, will not be /o affiézing as that which would have
refulted from the total difufe of writing among them; for by
that means even the Stamp-AZ might have been eluded. Why
then was it univerfally detefted by them as flavery itfelf? Becaufe
it prefented to thefe devoted provinces nothing but a * choice of
calamities, imbittered by indignities, each of which it was un-
worthy of freemen to bear. But is no injury a violation of right
but the greateff injury ? If the eluding the payment of the taxes
impofed by the Stamp-Af%, would have {ubjeted us to a more
dreadful inconvenience, than the eluding the payment of thofe
impofed by the late at; does it therefore follow, that the laft is
no violation of our rights, tho’ it is calculated for the fame pur-
pofe the other was, that is, o rai/e money upon us, WITHOUT OUR
CONSENT?

Tuis would be making right to confiff, notin an exemption
from 7njury, but from a certain degree of injury.

BurT the objeftors may further {ay, that we fhall {fuffer no injury
at all by the difufe of Briti/b paper and glafs. We might not, if
we could make as much as we want, But can any man, acquaint-
ed with America, believe this poffible? I am told there are but two
or three Glafs-Houfes on this continent, and but very few Paper-
Mills ; and {uppofe more thould be ereéted, a long courfe of years
muft elapfe, before they can be brought to perfetion. This con-
tinent is a country of planters, farmers, and fifhermen; not of
manufaéturers. The difficulty of eftablithing particular manufac-
tures in fuch a country, is almoft infuperable. For one manufac-
ture is conne&ted with others in fuch a manner, that it may be {aid
to be impoflible to eftablith one or two, without eftablifhing feve-

B2 ral

# Either the difufe of writing, or the payment of taxes impofed by others
witheut our confent,
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tal others. The experience’ of many nations may convince us of
this truth.

InsxpressisLE therefore muft be our diftrefles in evading the
late adts, by the difufe of Brizj/b paper and glafs. Nor will this
be the extent of our misfortune, if we admit the legality of that act.

Grear-BriTarn has prohibited the manufalturing iren and
fleed in thefe colonies, without any objeftion being made to her
right of doing it. 'The Jife right the muft have to prohibit any
other manufature among us. Thus fhe is poflefled of an undif-
puted precedent on that point. This authority, fhe will fay, is
founded on the original intention of fettling thefe colonies; that is,
that fhe fhould manufacture for them, and that they fhould fupply
her with materials. The eguity of this policy, fhe will alfo fay,
has been univerfally acknowledged by the colonies, who never
have made the leaft objeétion to ftatutes for that purpofe ; and will
further appear by the muzual bengfits flowing from: this ufage ever
fince the fettlement of thefe colonies.

Ovur great advocate, Mr. Pitz, in his {peeches on the debate
concerning the repeal of the Szamp- 47, acknowledged, that Greaz-
Britain could reftrain our manufaures. His words are thefe----
¢¢ This kingdom, as the fupreme governing and legiflative power,
has aLways bound the colonies by her regulations and rEsTRIC-
TIioNs in trade, in navigation, in MANUFACTURES--—-il every
thing, except that of taking their money out of their pockets, WITH-
OUT THEIR CONSENT.” Again he fays, * We may bind their
trade, CONFINE THEIR MANUFACTURES, and exercife every
power whatever, except that of taking their money out of their pockets,
WITHOUT THEIR CONSENT.

Here then, my dear countrymen, rRoust yourfelves, and be-
hold the ruin hanging over your heads. If you ONCE admit,
that Great-Britain may lay duties upon her exportations to us, Jfor
the purpofe of lewying money on us only, fhe then will have nothing
to do, but to lay thefe duties on the articles which fhe prohibits
us to manufatture---and the tragedy of dmerican liberty is finithed.
We have been prohibited from procuring manufactures, in all
cafes, any where but from Great-Britain (excepting linens, which
we are permitted to import dire@ly from fre/and.) We have been
prohibited, in fome cafes, from manufaturing for ourfelves ; and
may be prohibited in others. -We are therefore exaétly in the fitu-
ation of a city befieged, which is furrounded by the works of the
befiegers in every part bat ome. If that is clofed up, no ftep can
be taken, but to furrender at diferetion. If Great-Britain can order
us to come to her for neceflaries we want, and can order us to
pay what taxes fhe pleafes before we take them away, or when we
land them here, we are as abje flaves as France and Poland can
thew in wooden fhoes, and with uncombed hair *. Per-

* The peafants of Franmce wear wooden fhoes; and the vaffals: of Poland 216
remarlcable for matted hair, which never can be combed,
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Peruars the nature of the neceffities of dependent fates, caufed
by the policy of a governing one, for her own benefit, may be
elucidated by a fatt mentioned in hiftory. When the Carthagi-
nians were poflefled of the ifland of Sardinia, they made a decree,
that the Sardinians thould not raife corn, nor get it any other way
than from the Carthaginians. Then, by impofing any duties they
would upon it, they drained from the miferable Sardinians any
fums they pleafed; and whenever that opprefled people made the
leaft movement to affert their liberty, their tyrants ftarved them to
death or fubmiflion. This may be called the moft perfe& kind of
political neceflity.

From what has been faid, I think this uncontrovertible con-
clufion may be deduced, that when a ruling ftate obliges a depend-
ent ftate to take certain commodities from her alone, it is implied
in the nature of that obligation; is effentially requifite to give it
the leaft degree of juftice; and is infeparably united with it, in
order to preferve any fhare of freedom to the dependent flate;
that thofe commodities fhould never be loaded with duties, BOR THE
SOLE PURPOSE OF LEVYING MONEY ON THE" DEPENDENT
STATE.

Uron the whole, the fingle queftion is, whether the parliament
can legally impofe duties to be paid &y the people of thefe colonies
only, FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF RAISING A REVENUE, 6% com-
modities which fbe obliges us to take from ber alowe, or, in other

words, whether the parliament can legally take money out of our

eckets, without our confent. If they ¢an, our boafted Lberty is
= :
ut ! s
Vox et praterea nihil.
A found and nothing elfe.

A FARMER.
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My dear CounTRYMEN,

RE JOICE to find that my two former letters to you, have
I been generally received with {fo much favor by fuch of you,

whofe fentiments I have had an opportunity of knowing.
Could you look into my heart, you would inftantly perceive a
zealous attachment to your interefts, and a lively refentment of
every infult and injury offered to you, to be the motives that
have engaged me to addrefs you.

I aM no further concerned in any thing affeting Admerica, than
any one of you; and when liberty leaves it, I can quit it much
more conveniently than moft of you: But while Divine Providence,
that gave me exiftence in a land of freedom, permits my head to
think, my lips to {peak, and my hand to move, I fhall fo highly
and gratefully value the blefling received, as to take care, that my
filence and inativity fhall not give my implied affent to any aét,
degrading my brethren and myfelf from the birthright, wherewith
heaven itlelf ¢ bath made us free*.”

Sorry I am to learn, that there are fome few perfons, who
fhake their heads with folemn motion, and pretend to wonder,
what can be the meaning of thefe letters. ¢ Great-Britain,”' they
fay, ¢ is too powerful to contend with; fhe is determined to op-
prefs us; it is in vain to fpeak of right on one fide, when there is

ower on the other; when we are ftrong enough to refift, we
fhall attempt it; but now we are not ftrong enough, and therefore
we had better be quiet; it fignifies nothing to convince us that our
rights are invaded, when we cannot defend them; and if we fhould
get into riots and tumults about the late ad, it will only draw
down heavier difpleafure upon us.” :

WaaTt can fuch men defign? What do their grave obfervations
amount to, but this----¢¢ that thefe colonies, totally regardlefs of
their liberties, thould commit them, with humble refignation, to
¢thance, time, and the tender mercies of minifters.” ’

Arg thefe men ignorant, that ufurpations, which might have
been fuccefsfully oppofed at firft, acquire ftrength by continuance,
and thus become irrefiftable? Do they condemn the conduét of
thefe colonies, concerning the Stamp-AZ? Or have they forgot its
fuccefsful iffue ? Ought the colonies at that time, inftead of alting
as they did, to have trufted for relief to the fortuitous events of
futurity ? If it is needlefs ¢ to fpeak of rights” now, it was as
needlefs then. If the behavior of the colonies was prudent and
glorious then, and fuccefsful too; it will be equally prudent and

glorious

* GAL V. T,
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lorious to a& in the fame manner now, if our rights are equally
invaded, and may be as fuccefsful. Therefore it becomes neceffary
to enquire, whether ¢“ our rights ar¢ invaded.” To talk of ¢ de-
fending” them, as if they could be no otherwife ¢ defended’’ than
by arms, is as much out of the way, as if a man having a choice
of feveral roads to reach his journey’s end, fhould prefer the worft,
for no other reafon, but becaufe it 75 the worft.

As to ¢ riots and tumults,” the gentlemen who are fo appre-
henfive of them, are much miftaken, if they think, that grievan-
ces cannot be redreffed without fuch affiftance. '

I wirL now tell the gentlemen, what is ¢ the meaning of thefe
letters.” 'The meaning of them is, to convince the people of thefe
colonies, that they are at this moment expofed to the moft imminent
dangers ; and to perfuade them immediately, vigoroufly, and una-
nimoufly, to exert themfelves, in the moft firm, but moft peaceable
manner, for obtaining relief. :

TrE caufe of lierty is a caufe of too much dignity, to be fullied
by turbulence and tumult. It ought to be maintained in a manner
fuitable to her nature. Thofe who engage in it, fhould breathe 2
fedate, yet fervent {pirit, animating them to ations of prudence,

. juftice, modefty, bravery, humanity and magnanimity.

To fuch a wonderful degree were the antient Spartans, as brave
and free a people as ever exifted, infpired by this happy tempera-
ture of foul, that rejeéting even in their battles the ufe of trumpets,
and other inftruments for exciting heat and rage, they marched up
to {cenes of havock, and horror *, with the found of flutes, to the
tunes of which their fteps kept pace----¢¢ exhibiting,” as Plutarch
fays, ¢ at once a terrible and delightful fight, and proceeding with
a deliberate valor, full of hope and good aflurance, as if fome di-
vinity had fenfibly afiifted them.”

I sorE, my dear countrymen, that you will, in every colony,
be upon your guard againft thofe, who may at any time endeavor
to ftir you up, under pretences of patriotifm, to any meafures dif-
refpeftful to our Sovereign and our mother country. Hot, rafh,
diforderly proceedings, injure the reputation of a people, as to
wifdom, valor and virtue, without procuring them the leaft benefit.
I pray GOD, that he may be pleafed to infpire you and your

ofterity, to the lateft ages, with a fpirit of which I have an
idea, that I find a difficulty to exprefs. To exprefs it in the beft
manner I can, I mean a {pirit, that fhall fo guide you, that it will
be impoffible to determine whether an American’s charaéter is moft
diftinguifhable, for his loyalty to his Sovereign, his duty to his
mother country, his love of freedom, or his affe&tion for his na-
tive foil.

Every government at fome time or other falls into wrong mea-

fures,

® Plutarch in thé life of Lycurgus,  Archbifhop Poster’s Arch&ologi# Grazca,
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fures. Thefe may proceed from miftake or paffion. But every
fuch meafure does not diffolve the obligation between the gover-
fiors and the governed. The miftake may be correfted 5 the paf-
fion may fubfide. It is the duty of the governéd to endeavor
to re@ify the miftake, and to appeafe the paflion.” They have not
-at firlt any ‘other right, than to reprefent their grievances, and to
pray for redrefs, unlefs an emergence is fo prefling, as not to allow
time for receiving an anfwer to their applications, which rarely
happens. *If their applications are difregarded, then that kind of
oppofition becomes juftifiable, which can be made without breaking
the laws, or difturbing the public peace. 'This confiits in the pre-
wention of the oppreffors reaping advantage from their oppreffions, and
riot in their punifiment. For experience may teach them, what
reafon did not ; and harfh methods cannot be proper, till milder
ones have failed.

Ir at length it becomes unpOUBTED, that an inveterate refolu-
tion is formed to annihilate the liberties of the governed, the Eng-
lifb hiftory affords frequent examples of . refifiance by force. What
particulagr circumftances will in any future cafe juftify fuch re-
fitance, can never be afcertained, till they happen. Perhaps it
may be allowable to fay génerally, that it never can be juitifiable,
until the people are FULLY convincEiD, that any further fub-
miflion will be deftruétive to théir happinels.

WaEN the appeal is made to the fword, highly probable is it,
that the punifhment will exceed the offence; and the calamities
attending on war out-weigh thofe preceding it. Thefe confidera-
tions of juftice and prudence, will alwdys have great influence
with good and wife men.

To thefe refleions on this fubje@, it remains to be added,
and ought for ever to be remembered, that refiftance, in the cafe
of colonies againft their mother country, is extremely different
from the refiftance of a people againft their prince. A nation may
change their king, or race of kings, and, retaining their antient
form of government, be gainers by changing. 'Thus Great-
Britain, under the illuftrious houfe of Brum/wick, a houle that
feems to flgurith for the happinefs of mankind, has found a felicity,
unknown in the reigns of the Stewarts. But if once ae are fe-

arated from our mother country, what new form of government
fhall we adopt, or where fhall we find another Britain, to {upply
our lofs ? Torn from the body, to which'we are united by religion,
liberty, laws, affettions, relation, language and commerce, we
muft bleed at every vein.

In truth----the profperity of thefe provinces is founded in their
dependence on Great-Britain ; and when fhe returns to her ¢ old
good humour, and her old good nature,” as Lord Clarendon ex-
prefles it, I hope they will always think it their duty and intereft,

: A has
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as it moft certainly will be, to promote her welfare by all the means
in their power. .

We cannot act with too much caution in our difputes. Anger
produces anger ; and differences, that might be accommodated by
kind and refpe@tful behavior, may, by imprudence, be enlarged
to an incurable rage. In quarrels between countries, as well as
in thofe between individuals, when they have rifen to a certain
height, the firft caufe of diffenfion is no longer remembered, the
minds of the parties being wholly engaged in recolleéting and re-
fenting the mutual expreflions of their diflike. When feuds have
reached that fatal point, all confiderations of reafon and equity
vanifh ; and a blind fury governs, or rather.confounds all things.
A people no longer regards their intereft, but the gratification of
their wrath. The fway:of the * Clons and Clodins’s, the defigning
and deteftable flatterers of the prewailing pa/fion, becomes con-
firmed. Wife and good men in vain oppofe the ftorm, and may
think themfelves fortunate, if, in attempting to preferve their un-
grateful fellow citizens, they do not ruin themfelves. Their pra-
dence will be called bafene/s ; their moderation will be called guilt ;
and if their virtue does not lead them to deftrufion, as that of
many other great and excellent perfons has done, they may fur-
vive to receive from their expiring country the mournful glory of
her acknowledgment, that their counfels, if regarded, would have
{aved her.

Tue conftitutional modes of obtaining relief, are thofe which
I with to fee purfued on the prefent occafion ; that is, by peti-
tions of our aflemblies, or where they are niot permitted to meet, of
the people, to the powers that can afford us relief.

WE have an excellent prince, in whofe good difpofitions towards
us we may confide. We have a generous, fenfible and humane
nation, .to whom we may apply. 'They may be deceived. They
may, by artful men, be provoked to anger againft us. I cannot
believe they will be cruel or unjuft; or that their anger will be
implacable. Let us behave like dutiful children, who have.re-
ceived unmerited blows from a beloved parent. Let us complain
to our parent ; but let our complaints {peak at the {fame time the
language of affii®ion and veneration, »

IF, however, it fhall happen, by an unfortunate courfe of afairs,
that our applications to his Majefty and the parliament for redrefs,
prove ineffeGtual, let us THEN take another fl¢p, by withholding
from Great-Britain all the advantages fhe has been ufed to receive
from us. “THEN let us try, if our ingenuity, induftry, and fru-
gality, will not give weight to our remonftrances. Let us all be
united with one Apirit, in one caufe. Let us invent----let uls{

wor

% Cleon was a popular firebrand of Arbens, and. Clodius of Rome; each of
whom plunged his country inte the deepeft calamities.
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work-----let us fave-----let us, continually, keep up our claim,
i and inceflantly repeat our complaints------ But, above all, let us
implore the protection of that infinitely good and gracious being,
; + ““ by whom kings reign, and princes decree juftice.”

- Nil defperandum.

g | Nothing is to be defpaired of.

A FARMER.

1+ Prov. viii, 13.
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1 p({yde;erOUNTRYMEN,

n a N objeétion, I hear, has been made againft my fecond

letter, which I would willingly clear up before I pro-
ceed. ¢ There 15,” fay thefe objectors, ‘¢ a material
. difference between the Szamp-A7 and the late ai for laying a
o duty on paper, &Jc. that juftifies the condu&t of thofe who op-
‘o pofed the former, and yet are willing to fubmit to the latter.
The duties impofed by the Stamp-AZ were internal taxes ; but the
prefent are external, and therefore the parliament may have a right

to impofe them.”
| BE To this I anfwer, with a total denial of the power of parliament

‘ to'lay upon thefe colonies any ¢ zax > whatever.
Tu1s point, being fo important to this, and to fucceeding ge-
nerations, I wifh to be clearly underftood.

To the word ¢ zax,” I annex that meaning which the conftitu-
tion and hiftory of England require to be annexed to it; that is---
B that it is an impofition on the fubjed?, for the fole purpofe of levying

3 money. i ;
F; In the early ages of our monarchy, certain fervices were render-
A ed to the cxown for the general good. 'Thele were perfonal *: But

B in

* It is very worthy of remark, how watchful our wife anceftors were, left
| their ferwices thould be encreafed beyond what, the law allowed, No man was
i | bound to go out of the realm to ferve the King.  Therefore, even in the con-
8 quering reign of Henry the Fifth, when the martial {pirit of the nation was
highly enflamed by the heroic courage of their Prince, and by his great fuc-~
cefs, they ftill carefully guarded againft the eftablifhment of illegal fervices.
¢¢ When this point (fays Lord Chief Juftice Coke) concerning maintenance of

\ wars out of England, came in queftion, the commons did make their continual

claim of their antient freedom and birthright, as in the firft of Henry the Fifth,
3| and in the feventh of Henry the Fifth, &c. the commons made a PROTEST,
% that they were aot bound to the maintenance of war in Scotland, Ireland, Calice,
& France,

=
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in procefs of time, fuch inftitutions being found inconvenient,
&ifts and grants of their own property were made by the people,
under the feveral names of aids, tallages, tafks, taxes and fubfi-
dies, &c. Thefe were made, as may be colleed even from the
names, for public fervice upon ¢ need and neceflity +.””  All thefe
fums were levied upon the people by virtue of their voluntary
gift 1. Their defign was to fupport the national honor and interef?.
Some of thofe grants comprehended duties arifing from trade;
being impofts on merchandizes. Thefe Lord Chief Juftice Coke
claffes under ¢ fubfidies,” and < parliamentary aids.” They
are.alfo called ¢ cuftoms.” But whatever the name was, they were
always confidered as gifs of the people to the crown, to be employed
Jor public ufes.

CommErcE was at a low ebb, and furprizing inftances might
be produced how little it was attended to for a fucceflion of ages.
'The terms that have been mentioned, and, among the reft, that
of ¢ tax,” had obtained a national, parliamentary meaning, drawn
from the principles of the conttitution, long before any Englifbman
thought of impofition of duties, for the regulation of trade.

Wuenever we {peak of < taxes” among Englifbmen, let us
therefore fpeak of them with reference to the principles on which,
and the infentions with which they have been eftablifhed. This

£ will

France, Normandy, or other forcign parts, and caufed their PROTESTS to

be entered into the parliament rolls, where they yet remain; which, in ef-
fect, agreeth with that which, upon like occafion, was made in the parlia-
ment of 25th Edward 1.”” 2d Inft. p, 528.

+ 4th Inft. p. 28.

1 Reges Angliz, nibil tale, niff convocatis primis ordinibus, et affentiente populs
fufcipiunt.  Phil. Comines. 2d Inft.

Thefe gifts entirely depending on the pleafure of the donors, were propor-
tioned to the abilities of the feveral ranks of people who gave, and were regu-
lated by tbeir opinion of the public neceffities. Thus Edward I. had in his
11th year a thirtieth from the laity, a twentieth from the clergy ; in his 22d
year a temth from the laity, a fixth from London, and other corporate towns,
balf of their benefices from the clergy 5 in his 23d year an elewventh from the barons
and others, a remth from the clergy, a Jfewenth from the burgeffes, &¢o  Hume's
Hif. of England.

The fame difference in the grants of the feveral ranks is obfervable in other
reigns.

ign the famous ftatute de tallagio non concedendo, the king enumerates the feve.
ral claffes, without whofe confent, he and his heirs never fhould fet or levy any
tax---¢ nullum tallagium, wvel auxilium per nos, wel bzredes noftros in regno noftre
ponatur feu levetur, fine voluntate et affenfu archiepifcoporum, epifcoporum, comitum,
baronum, militum, burgenfium, et aliorum liberorum com. de regno noffre.”  44th
Edward 1.

Lord Chief Juftice Coke, in his comment on thefe words, fays----<¢ for the
quieting of the commons, and for a perpetual and conflant law for ever after, both
in this AND OTHER LIKE cASEs, this a® was made. Thefe words are plain,
WITHOUT ANY SCRUPLE, abfolute, WITHOUT ANY sAVING.” 2d Cobes’s
Inft. p. 5§32, 533. Little did the venerable judge imagine, that  other rig e
¢afes” would happen, in which the fpirit ‘of this law would be defpifed by
Englifomen, the pofterity of thofe who made it,
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will' give certainty to our expreflion, and fafety to our condutt :
But if, when we have in view the liberty of thefe colonies, we
proceed in any other courfe, we parfue a Juno || indeed, but fthall
only catch a cloud.

In the national, parliamentary fenfe infifted on, the word
¢ tax §” was certainly underftood by the congrefs at New-York,
whofe refolves may be faid to form the American ¢ bill of rights.”

Tuc third, fourth, fifth, and fixth refolves, are thus exprefied.

L < Twuar it is infeparably effential to the freedom of a peoples
and the undoubted right of Englifomen, that * NO T AX be impofed
on them, but with their owm confent, given perfonally, or by their

_ reprefentatives.”’ , ;

IV. ¢ Tuat the people of the colonies are not, and from their
local circumftahices, cannot be reprefented in the houfe of commons
in Great-Britain.” :

V. ¢« Tuat the only reprefentatives of the people of the co-
lonies, are the perfons chofen therein: by ‘themfelves ; and ‘that
NO T AXES ever have been, or can be conftitutionally impofed
on them, but by their refpective legiflatures.”

VI. % TaaT aLL fupplies to the crown, being free gifts of the
people, it is wunreafonable, and inconfiftent avith the principles and
Jpirit of the Britith confiirution, for the people of Great-Britain to
grant to his Majelty #be property of the colonies.” s

Here is no diftinftion made between internal and external taxes.
Tt is evident from the fhort reafoning thrown into thefe refolves,
that every impofition ¢ to grant to his Majefty zbe property of the
colonies,”” was thought a ¢ tax;” and that every fuch impofition, f
laid any other way than ¢ with theif confent, given perfonally,
or by their reprefentatives,” was not only unreafonable, and in-
confiftent with the principles and fpirit of the Briri/b conftitution,”
but deftruétive ¢ to the freedom of a people.”

Tuis language is clear and important. A ¢ Tax” means an
impofition to raife money. Such perfons therefore as {peak of
internal and external ¢ Taxgs,” I pray may pardon me, if Iob-
ject to that expreflion, as applied to the privileges and interefts of
thefe colonies. There may be internal and external 1mposiTIONS,
founded on different principles, and having different tendencies 5 every
¢ tax” being an impofition, tho’ every impofition is not a ik
But all taxes are founded on the fame principle ; and have the Jame
tendency. . ExTER-

|| The Goddefs of Empire, in the Heathen Mythology; according to anm
antient fable, Ixion purfued her, but the efcaped in a cloud.

§ In this {enfe Montefquieu ufes the word ¢ “tax,”” in his z3th book of Spirit
of Lows.
f* The rough draught of the refolves of the congrefs at New-York are nows in
my hands, and from fome notes on that-draught, and other particular reafons,
1 am fatisfied that the congrefs underftood the word ¢ tax™ in the fenfe here
contended for, ~
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ExTerNaL impofitions, for the regulation of our-rade, do net
¢ grant to his Majefty the property of the colomies.”” 'They only
prevent the colonies acquiring property, in things not neceflary, in
a manner judged to be injurious to the welfare of the whole em-
pire. ‘But the lait ftatute refpetting us, ¢ grants to his Majefty
the property of the colonmies,” by laying duties on the manufaltures
of Great-Britain which they musT take, and which fhe fettled
them, on purpofe that they saouLp take.

WHaAT * fax can be more internal thap this? Here is money
drawn, avithout their confent, from a fociety, who have conftantly

- enjoyed

% Jt feems to be evident, that Mr. Pire, in his defence of Americe, during
the debate concerning the repeal of the Stamp-Af, by ¢ internal taxes,” meant
any duties ¢ for the purpofe of raifing a revenue;” and by ‘ exzermal taxes,’’
meant duties impofed ‘¢ for the regulation of trade.” His expreflions are
thefe----¢¢ If the gentleman does not underftand the difference between internal
and external taxes, I cannot help it; but there is a plain diftinétion between
taxes levied FOR THE PURPOSES OF RAISING A REVENUE, and duties im-
pofed FOR THE REGULATION OF TRADE, for the accommodation of the
fubjeét; although, in the confequences, fome revenue might incidentally arife
from the latter.” ;

Thefe words were in Mr. Pitt’s reply to Mr. Greenwville, who {aid he could
not underftand the difference between external and internal taxes,

In every other part of his {fpeeches on that occafion, his words confirm this
conftruétion of his expreflions. The following extracts will thew how pofitive
and general were his affertions of our right,

¢¢ It is my opimion that this kingdom has Xo RIGHT tolay A Tax upon
the colonies.”----“ The Americans are the sons, not the BasTarps of Eng-
land. TaxaTion is No PART of the gowverning or legiflative power.”---<¢ The
taxes, are a voluntary gift and granmt of the commons ALoNE. In LEGISLA-
TioN the THREE eftates of the realni are ALIKE concerned, but the concur-
rence of the PEERS and the cROWN to a Tax, isonlyneceflary to clofe with
the rorM of alaw. The G1rT and GRANT is of the comMMONS ALONE.”---
¢ The diftin&tion between LEGISLATION and TAXATION is effentially neceflary
20 likerty.”----* The commons of America, reprefented in their feveral affem-
blies, have ever been in pofleflion of the exercife of this their conftitutional
right, of c1vinG and GrANTING their owN MoNEY. They would bave
been SL AV'E'S, if they bad nat enjoyed it.”” ¢ The idea of ‘a wirtual repre-
{entation of America in this houfe, 1s the moft contemptible idea that ever en-
tered into the head of man.---TIt does not deferve a ferious refutation,”

He afterwards fhews the unreafonablenefs of Great-Britain taxing America,
thus---- When I had the honor of ferving his Majefty, T availed myfelf of
the means of information, which I derived from my office, I sPEAXx THERE-
FORE FROM KNOWLEDGE., My materials were good, I was at pains to co/-
leé?, to digeft, to confider them; and I «ill be bold to affirm, that the profit to
Great-Britain from the trade of the colonies, through all its branches, is Two
MILLIONS A YEAR, Thisis the fund that carried you triumphantly through
the laft war., The eftates that were rented at two thoufand pounds a year,
threefcore years ago, are three thouland pounds at prefent. Thofe eftates fold
then from fifteen to eighteen years purchafe; the fame may now be fold for
thirty. You owe THis To AMERICA. , THIS 1S THE PRICE THAT AMF-
RICA FPAYS YOU FOR HER PROTECTION.”----¢ T dare not fay how much
higher thefe profits may be augmented.”’---‘ Upon the whole, T will beg leave
to tell the houfe what is really my opinion ; itis, that the Stamp- At be re-
pealed abfolutely, totally, and immediately. - That the reafon for the repeal be
afligned, becaufe it was founded on an ERRONEOUS PRINCIPLE.”
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enjoyed a conftitutional mode of raifing all money among them-
felves. The payment of this fax they have no poffible method of
avoiding ; as they cannot do without the commodities on which it
is laid, and they cannot manufa&ure thefe commodities themfelves.
Befides, if this unhappy country fhould be fo lucky as to elude
this a&, by getting parchment enough, in the place of paper, or
by reviving the antient method of writing on wax and bark, and
by inventing fomething to ferve inftead of glafs, her ingenuity
would ftand her in little ftead ; for then the parliament would
have nothing to do but to prohibit fuch manufactures, or to lay a
tax on hats and awoollen cloths, which they have already prohibited
the colonies from fupplying each other awith; or on inftruments, and
tools of ffeel and iron, which they have prohibited the provincials
from manufaliuring at all +: And then, what little gold and filver
they have, muft be torn from their hands, or they will not be able,
in a fhort time, to get an ax I, for cutting their firewood, nor a
lough, for raifing their food. In what refpe, therefore, I beg
feave to afk, is the late a&t preferable to the Stamp-Af, or more
confiftent with the liberties of the colonies? For my own part, I
regard them both with equal apprehenfion ; and think they ought

to be in the fame manner oppofed.
Habemus quidem fenatus confultumy--------- tanquam gladinm in

wagina repofitum.
We have a ftatute; laid up for future ufe, like 2 fword in
the fcabbard.

A FARMER.

+ ¢ And that pig and dar iron, made in his Majefty’s colonies in America,
may be FURTHER MANUFACTURED IN THIS KINGDOM, be it further en-
a@ed by the authority aforefaid, that from and after the twenty-fourth day of
Hune, 1750, no mill, or other engine, for flitting or rolling of iron, or any plating
Jorge, to work with a iz bammer, or any furnace for makizg flecl, fhall be ere&i-
ed; or, after fuch erection, continued IN ANY OF HIs MajesTY’s coLo-
NIES IN AMERICA.” 23d George I, Chap. 29, Seét. g.

1 Tho’ thefe particulars are mentioned as being abfolutely neceflary, yet per-
haps they are not more fo thas glafs in our fevere winters, to keep out the cold
from our houfes; or than paper, without which fuch inexpreffible confufions
muft enfue,

LR Fe
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My dear COUNTRYMEN,

ERHAPS the objettion to the late aét, impofing duties
P upon paper, &c. might have been fafely refted on the argu-

ment drawn from the univerfal condué& of parliaments and
minifters, from the firft exiftence of thefe colonies, to the admini-
ftration of Mr. Greenwville.

Waar but the indifputable, the acknowledged exclufive right of
the colonies to tax themfelves, could be the reafon, that in this
long period of more than one hundred and fifty years, no ftatute
was ever paffed for the fole purpofe of raifing a revenue on the co-
lopies ? And how clear, how cogent muft that reafon be, to which
every parliament, and every minifter, for fo long a time {ubmitted,
without a fingle attempt to innovate ?

EncrLanD, in part of that courfe of years, and Grear-Britain,
in other parts, was engaged in feveral fierce and expenfive wars ;
troubled with fome tumultuous and bold parliaments ; governed
by many daring and wicked minifters ; yet none of them ever ven-
tured to touch the Palladium of American liberty. Ambition, ava-
rice, fa&tion, tyranny, all revered it. Whenever it was neceflary
to raife money on the colonies, the requifitions of the crown were
made, and dutifully complied with. The parliament, from time
to time, regulated their trade, and that of the reft of the empire,
to preferve their dependence, and the connetion of the whole in
good order.

Tue people of Grear-Britain, in fupport of their privileges,
boaft much of their antiquity. It is true they are antient; yet it
may well be queftioned, if there is a fingle privilege of a Bririfh
fubje&, fupported by longer, more folemn, or more uninterrupted
teftimony, than the exclufive right of taxation in thefe colonies.
The people of Great-Britain confider that kingdom as the fovereign
of thefe colonies, and would now annex to that fovereignty a pre-
rogative never heard of before. How would they bear this, was
the cafe their own? What would they think of a zew prerogative
claimed by the crown? We may guefs what their conduét would
be, from the tranfports of paffion into which they fell about the
late embargo, tho’ laid to relieve the moft emergent necefiities of
ftate, admitting of no delay ; and for which there were numerous
precedents.  Let our liberties be treated with the fame tendernefs,
and itis all we defire.

Expricir as the conduct of parliaments, for fo many ages, is,
to prove that no money can be levied on thefe colonies by parlia-
ment, for the purpofe of raifing a revenue, yet itis not the only
evidence in our faveur. Every
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Every one of the moft material arguments againft the legality
of the Stamp-A, operates with equal force againft the a&t now
objetted to ; but as they are well known, it feems unneceflary to
repeat them pere.

Tuis general one only fhall be confidered at prefent: That

tho” thefe colonies are dependent on Great-Britain 3 and tho’ fhe
has a legal power to make laws for preferving that dependence;
yet it is not neceflary for this p‘urpofe, aor effential to the relation
between a mother country and her colonies, as was eagerly con-
tended by the advocates for the Stump-A2, that fhe fhould raife
money on them without their confent.
. CononiES were formerly p’lanted by warlike nations, to keep
their enemies in awe ; 10 relieve their country,. overburthened with
inhabitants ; or to difcharge a number of difcontented and trou-
blefome citizens, But in more modern ages, the fpirit of violence
being in {fome meafure, if the expreflion may be allowed, fheath-
ed in commerce, colonies have been {ettled by the nations of Ex-
rope for the purpofes of trade. Thefe purpofes were to be attain-
ed, by the colonies raifing for their mother country thofe things
which fhe did not produce herfelf; and by fupplying themfelves
from her with things they wanted. Thefe were the national objets
in the commencement of our colonies, and have been uniformly fo
in their promotion.

To anfwer thefe grand purpofes, perfect liberty was known to
be neceflary ; all hiftory proving, that trade and freedom are near-
ly related to each other. By 2 due regard to this wife and juft
plan, the infant colonies, expofed in the unknown climates and
unexplored wildernefles of this new wotld, lived, grew, and flou-
rifhed.

TauE parent country, with undeviating prudence and virtue, at-
tentive to the firft principles of colonization, drew to herfelf the
benefits he might reafonably expet, and preferved to her children
the bleflings, on which' thofe benefits were founded. She made
laws, obliging her colonies to carry to her all thofe produts which
fhe wanted for her own ufe ; and all thofe raw materials which fhe
chofe herfelf to work up.  Befides this reftri®tion, fhe forbad them
to procure manufactures from any other part of the globe, or even
the produds of European countries, which alone could rival her,
without being firft brought to her. In fhort, by a variety of laws,
fhe regulated their trade in {fuch a manner as fhe thought moft con-
ducive to their mutual advantage, and her own welfare. A power
was referved to the crown of repealing any laws that fhould be en-
a@ted - The executive authority of government was alfo lodged in
the crown, and its reprefentatives; and an appeal was fecured to
the crown from all judgments in the adminiftration of juftice.

For all thefe powers, eftablifhed by the mother coantry over
the coloniés; for all thefe immenfe emoluments derived by her
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from them; for all their difficulties and diftrefles in fixing them-
felves, what was the recompence made them ? A communication of
her rights in general, and particularly of that great one, the foun-
dation of all the reft----that their property, acquired with fo much
pain and hazard, fhould be difpofed of by none but * themfelves---
or, to ufe the beautiful and emphatic language of the facred fcrip-
tures t, ¢ that they fhould fit every man under his vine, and under
his fig-tree, and NONE SHOULD MAKE THEM AFRAID.”

Can any man of candor and knowledge deny, that thefe in-
ftitutions form an affinity between Grear-Britain and her colonies,
that fufficiently fecures their dependence upon her ¥ Or that for ler
to levy taxés upon them, is to reverfe the nature of things ? Or
that fhe can purfue fuch a meafure, without reducing them to a
ftate of vaffalage ?

Ir any perfon cannot conceive the fupremacy of' Grear-Britain
to exift, without the power of laying taxes to levy money upon
us, the hiftory of the colonies, and of Greas-Britain, fince their
fettlement, will prove the contrary. He will there find the amaz-
ing advantages arifing to her from them----the conftant exercife of
her’ fupremacy---and their filial fubmiffion to it, without a fingl
rebellion, or even the thought of one, from their firft emigration
to this moment----And all thefe things have happened, without
one inftance of Greas-Britain’s laying taxes to levy money upon
them. '

How many t Britifb authors have demonftrated, that the pre-
fent wealth, power and glory of their country, are founded upon

D thefe
* ¢ The power of rtaxing themfelves, was the privilege of which the Englifp
were, WITH REASON, particalarly jealous.”  Hume's Hift. of England.
+ Mic. iv. 4,

I It has been faid in the Houfe of Commons, when complaints have been
made of the decay of trade to any part of Europe, ¢ That fuch things were rot
worth: regard, as Grear-Britain was poflefled of colonies that could confume
more of her manufaétures than the was able to fupply them with.”

¢¢ As the cafe now ftands, we fhall thew that the plantations are a fpring of
euealth to this nation, that they awork for us, that their TREASURE CENTERS
ALL HERE, and that the laws have tied them faft enough tows; fu that it
muft be throogh our own fault and mifmanagement, if they become inde-
pendent of England.” DaAvENANT on the Plantation Trade.

¢ It is better that the iflands fhould be fupplied from the Northern Colonies
than from Exgland ; for this reafon, the provifions we might fend to Barbados,
Famaica, &e. would be unimproved produét of the earth, as grain of all kinds,
or fuch produét where there is little got by the improvement, as malt, falt
beef and pork ; indeed the exportation of falt fith thither would be more ad-
vantageous, but the goeds which we fend to the Northern Colonies, are fuch,
whofe improvement may be juftly faid, one with another, to be near four fifths
of the value of the wbole commodity, as apparel, houfhold furniture, and many
other things.”’ Idem.

¢ New-England is the moft prejudicial plantation to the kingdom of Eng-
land ; and yet, to do right to that moft induftrious Eunglifh colony, I muft confefs,
that though we lofe by their unlimited trade with other foreign plantations, yet

we
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thefe colonies? As conftantly as fireams tend to the ocean,thave they
been pouring the fruits of all their labors into their mother’s lap.
Good heaven! and fhall a total oblivion of former tenderneffes
and bleflings, be fpread over the minds of a good and wife nation,
by the fordid arts of intriguing men, who, covering their {felfith
projets under pretences of public good, firft enrage their country-
men into a frenzy of paffion, and then advance their own influence
and intereft, by gratifying the pafion, which they them{elves have
bafely excited. '
HirueErTO

we are very great gainers by their direct trade to and from 0id England, Our
yearly exportations of Englifh manufactures, malt and other goods, from hence
thither, amounting, in my opinion, to ten times the value of what is imported
from thence ; which calculation I do not make at random, but upon mature
csnfideration, and, peradventure, upon as much experience in thisvery trade, as any
other perfon will pretend to; and therefore, whenever reformation of our cor-
refpondency in trade with that people thall be thought on, it will, in my poor
judgment, require 'GREAT TENDERNESS, and VERY SERIOUS CIRCUM-
SPECTION.” Sir Jos1an Cuirp’s Difcourfe on Trade.

<¢ Qur plantations fpend moftly our Englifb manufafures, and thofe of all

forts almoft imaginable, in egregious quantities, and employ near two thirds of all

our Englith fhipping 5 fo that we have more people in England, by reafon of our
plantations in America.” \ Idem.

Sir Josian Cu1rp fays, in another part of his work, ¢ That not more than
fifty families are maintained in England by the refining of fugar.” From whence,
and from what Dawenant fays, it is plain, that the advantages here faid to be
derived from the plantations by England, muft be meant chiefly of the conti-
nental colonies.

< T fhall fum up my whole remarks on our American colonies, with this ob-
fervation, that as they are a certain annual revenue of SEVERAL MILLIONS
STERLING to their mother country, they ought carefully to be proteéted, duly
encouraged, and every opportunity that prefents, improved for their increment
and advantage, as every one they can poffibly reap, ‘muft at laft return to us
with intereit.”’ - Beawgks’s Lex Merc. Red.

¢ We may fafely advance, that our trade and navigation are greatly increafed
by our colonies, and that they really are a fource of treafure and naval power to
this kingdom, fince THEY WORK FOR US, and THEIR TREASURE CENTERS
HERE., Beforetheir fettlement, our manufa&ures were few, and thofe but in-
different ; the number of Englifb merchants very {mall, and the whole thip-
pingof the nation much inferior to what now belongs to the Northern Colonies
only. Thefe are certain facts. But fince their eftablithment, our condition ‘has
altered for the better, almoft to a degree beyond credibility.---Our MANUFAcC-
TurEs are prodigioufly increafed, chiefly by the demand for them in the plan-
tations, where they AT LEAST TAKE OFF ONE HALF, and fupply us with
many valuable commodities for exportation, which is as great an emolument to
the mother kingdom, as to the plantations themfelves.”

v PosTLETHWAY T s Univ. Diét. of Trade and Commerce.

¢¢ Moft of the nations of Europe-have interfered with us, more or lefs, in
divers.of our faple manufaétures, within half a century, not only in eur wool-
len, but in our lead and tin manufactures, as well as our fitheries.”

BT PosTLETHWAYT, #bid.

¢ The inhabitants of our cclonies, by carrying on a trade with their foreign
ﬂffgr’;[mztrs, do not only occafion a greater quantity of the goods and merchandizes qf
Europe being [ent from bence to them, and a greater quantity of the produét of
America to be fent from them hither, which would orberwife be carried from,

and
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HiTwerTo Great-Britain ha8¥been cortented with her pro-
fperity. Moderation has been the rule of her condué. But now,
a generous humane people, that {o often has protefted the liberty of
Sangers, is enflamed into an attempt to tear a privilege from her
own children, which, if executed, muft, in their opinion, fink
them into flaves : Axp ror wuAT? For a pernicious power, not
neceflary to her, as her own experience may convince her; but
horribly dreadful and deteftable to them.

D2 T

and brought to Europe by foreigners, but an increafe of the feamen and naviga-
tion in thofe parts, which is of great ftrength and fecurity, as well as of great
advantage to our plantations in general. And though fome of our colonies are not
only for preventing the importations of all goods of the [ame [pecies they produce,
but fuffer particular planters to keep great runs of land in their pofféffion unculti-
wated, with defign to prevent new fettlements, whereby they imagine the prices
of their commodities may be affeted; yet if it be confidered, that the markets
of Great-Britain depend on the markets of ArL Europe in general, and that the
European markets in general depend on the proportion between the annual confump=-
tion and the whole guantity of each {pecies annually produced by ALy mations; it
muft follow, that whether we or foreigners are the producers, carriers, import-
ers and exporters of American produce, yet their refpective prices in each colony
(the difference of freight, cuftoms and importations confidered) will always bear
proportion to the general confumption of the awbole guantity of each fort, produced
in' all colonies, and in all parts, allowing only for the ufual contingencies that
trade and commerce, agriculture and manufaétures, are liable to in all coun-
tries.” PosTLETHWAYT, ibid.
¢ It is certain, that from the very time Sir ?7illiam Raleigh, the father of our
Englifp colonies, and his affociates, firft: projected thefe eftablifhments, there
have been perfons who have found an intereft, in mifreprefenting, or leflening
the value of them----The attempts were called chimerical and dangerous.
Afterwards many malignant f{uggeftions were made about facrificing fo many
Englifbmen to the obftinate defire of fettling colonies in countries which then
produced very little advantage. But as thefe difficulties were gradually fur-
mounted, thofe complaints vanithed. No fooner were thefe lamentations over,
but others arofe in their ftead ; when it could be no longer faid, that the colonies
were ufelefs, it was alledged that they were not ufeful enough to their mother
country y that while we were loaded with taxes, they were abfolutely free ;
that the planters lived like princes, while the inhabitants of England laboured
hard for a tolerable fubfiftence.” PosTLETHWAYT, ibid.
¢¢ Before the fettlement of thefe colonies,” fays Pofflethwayt, ¢ our manu-
faQtures were few, and thofe but indifferent. In thofe days we had not only
our naval ftores, but our fhips from our neighbours.. Germany furnithed us with
all things made of metal, even to nails," Wine, paper, linens, and a thoufand
other things, came from France. Portugal fupplied us with fugar; all the
produéls of America were poured into us from Spain ;- and thg Venetic ns and Ge-
noefe retailed to us the commodities of the Eaff-Indies, at their own price.”
¢ If it be atked, whether foreigners, for what goods they take of us, do not
pay on that confumption a great portion of our taxes? It is admitted they do.”
PostrLeTEWAYT’s Great-Britain’s True Syjfem.
¢ If we are afraid that ene day or other the colonies will revolt, and fet up
for themfelves, as fome feem to apprehend, let us not drive them to a neceffity
2l themfelves independent of us; as they wi// do, thé moment they perceive
that THEY CAN BE SUPPLIED WITH ALL THINGS FROM
WITHIN THEMSELVES, and do not need-our afliftance. If we would
keep them fiill dependent uwpon their mother country, and, ia fome refped
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It feems extremely probab;c,/@at whén cool, difpaffionate po-
fterity, fhall coniider the affe@ionate intercourfe, the reciprocal
benefits, and the unfufpeting confidence, that have fubfifted be-
tween thefe colonies and their parent country, for {uch a length of
time,

fubfervient to her wiews and welfare ; let us make it their inTeREST 2lways to
be fo.” ; "TuckER on Trade.

¢« Qur colonies, while they have Englifb blood in their veins, and have re-
lations in England, and WHILE THEY CAN GET BY TRADING WITH VUS,
the flronger and greater they grow, the more this crown and kingdom will get by
them; and nothing but fuch an arbitrary power as thall make them defperate,
can bring them to rebel.” DAVENANT on the Plantation Trade.

¢ The Northern colonies are not upon the fame footing as thofe of the
South; and having a worfe foil to improve, they muft find the recompence
fome other way, which only can be in property and dominign: Upon which
fcore, any INNoVATIONs in the form of government therg, fhould be cauti-
oufly examined, for fear of eatering upon meafures, by %}ich the induftry
of the inhabitants be quite difcouraged. ’Tis ALWAYS UNFORTUNATE for
a people, either by CONSENT, Or upon COMPULSION, to depart from their
PRIMITIVE INSTITUTIONS, and THOSE FUNDAMENTALS, by which they
were FIRST UNITED TOGETHER.” Idem.

The moft effeftual way of uziting the colenies, is to make it their common
intereft to oppofe the defigns and attempts of Greaz-Britain.

¢ All wife ffates will well confider how to preferve the advantages arifing from
colonies, and avoid the evils. ~ And I conceive that there can be but ‘Two ways
$n nature to hinder them from throwing off their dependence; oze to keep it
out of their power, and the other, out of their will. The firft muft be by force,
and the latter, by ufing thum well, and keeping them employed in fuch produc-
tions, and making fuch manufactures, as will fupport themfelves and families
comfortably, and procuretbem wealth tse, and at leaft not prejudice their mother
country., s

¢ Fyrce can never be ufed effeGually to anfwer the end, avithout defiroying the
colonies themfelves. Liberty and encouragement are neceflary to carry people
thither, and to keep them together when they are there; and violence will hin-
der both., Any body of troops, confiderable enough to.awe them, and keep them
in fubjeéion, under the direion too of a needy governor, often fent thither to
malce his fortune, and at fuch a diftance from any application for redrefs, will
foon put an end to all planting, and leave the country to the foldiers alone, apd
3f it did not, would eat up all the profit of the colony. For this reafon, arbitrary
countries have not been equally fuccefsful in planting colonics with free ones;
and what they have done in. that kind, has either been by force, at a vaft ex-
pence, or by departing from the nature of their government, and giving [uch priwi-
leges to planters as were denied to their other fubjects. And1 dare fay, that a few
prudent Jaws, and a little prudent condué, would foon give us far the greateft
fhare of the riches of all dmerica, perhaps drive many of other nations out of
it, or into our colonies for fhelter.

¢ There are fo many exigenciesin all ftates, fomany foreign avars, and domeftic di~
Purbances, that thefe colonies cAN NEVER WANT OPPORTUNITIES, if they
watch for them, to do wwbat they fball find their intereft to dos and therefore we
ought to take all the precautions in our power, that it fhall never be tbeir in-
sereft to alk againft that of their native country ; an evil which can no other-
wile be averted, than by keeping them fully employed in fuch trades as will in-
¢reafe their ownj as well as our wealth; for it is much to be feared, if we do nat
find employment for them, they may find it for us; the intereft of the mother
country, is always to keep them dependent, and fo employed ; and it requires
all ber addrefs to do it; and it is certainly more eafily and effefually done by
gesle and infenfible methods, than by power alone.” Ca1o’s Lerters.
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time, they will execrate, with. the bittereft curfes, the infamous
memory of thofe men, whofe peflilential ambition unneceffarily,
wantonly, cruelly, firft opened the fources of civil difcord between
them ; firft turned their love into jealoufy ; and firft taught thefe
provinges, filled with grief and anxiety, to enquire---- '

DMens ubi materna eff ?

Where is maternal affeétion ?

A FARMER.

Lok T - F il BReNds

My dear COUNTRYMEN,

T may perhaps be objeCted againft the arguments that have
been offered to the public, concerning the legal power of the
parliament, ‘¢ that it has always exercifed the power of impofing
duties, for the purpofes of raifing a revenue on the produétions of
thefe colonies carried to Greas-Britain, which may be called a tax
on them.” To this obje&ion I anfwer, that this 1s no violation of
the rights of the colonies, it being implied in the relation between
them and Great-Britain, that they fhould not carry fuch commo-
dities to other nations, as fhould enable them to interfere with the
mother country. 'The impofition of duties on thefe commodities,
when brought to her, is only a confequence of her parental right ;
and if the point 1s thoroughly examined, the duties will be found
to be laid on the people of the mothe® country. Whatever they
are, they muft proportionably raife the price of the goods, and
confequently muft be paid by the confumers. Jn this light they
were confidered by the parliament in the z5th Charles 1. Chap. 7,
Se&. 2, which fays, that the produtions of the plantations were
carried from ene to another free from all cuftoms, ¢ while the fub-
jeéts of this your kingdom of 'England have paid grear cuftoms and
impofitions for awkat of them bave been sPENT HERE,” e,
BesipES, if Great-Britain exports thefe commodities again, the
duties will injure her own trade, fo that fhe cannot hurt us, with-
out plainly and immediately hurting herfelf ;; and this 1s our check
againft her atting arbitrarily in this refpet.
* Tr may be perhaps further objeted, ¢ that it being granted
that ftatutes made for regulating trade, are binding upon us, it
will
¥ If any one fhould obferve that no oppofition has been made to the legality
of the 4th Gea, IT1. Chap. 15, which is the FirsT act of parliament that ever

impofed duties on the importations into America, for the expreffed purpofe of
zaifing a revenue. there ; I anfwer----Firft, That tho’ the at exprefly mentions

ihe




R TR W g A ot -
e R N e

will be difficult for any perfons, but the makers of the laws, to
determine, which of them are made for the regulating of trade,
and which for raifing a revenue; and that from hence may arife
confufion.” :

To this I anfier, that the objetion is of no force in the prefent
cafe, or fuch as refemble it; becaufe the a& now in queftion, is
formed expre/ly FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF RAISING A REVENUE.

HowkrvEer, fuppofing the defign of parliament had not been
expreffed, the objeétion feems to me of no weight, with regard to
the influence which thofe who may make it, might expect it ought
to have on the conduét of thefe colonies.

It is true, that impofitions for raifing a revenue, may be here-
after called regulations of trade: But names will not change the
nature of things. Indeed we ought firmly to believe, what 1s an
undoubted truth, confirmed by the unhappy experience of many
ftates heretofore free, that UNLESS THE MOST WATCHFUL AT-
TENTION BE EXERTED, A NEW SERVITUDE MAY BE SLIPPED
UPON US, UNDER THE SANCTION OF USUAL AND RESPEC-
TABLE TERMS.

Tuus the Cefars ruined the Roman liberty, under the titles of
tribunicial and difatorial authorities---old and venerable dignities,
known in the moft flourithing times of freedom. In imitation of
the fame policy, Fames IL. when he meant to eftablith popery, talked
of liberty of confcience, the moft facred of all liberties ; and had
thereby almoft deceived the Diflenters into deftruétion.

Avrt artful rulers, who firive to extend their power beyond its
juft limits, endeavor to give to their attempts as much {femblance

of

the raifing a revenue in Amzrica% yet it feems that it had as much in view the
¢ improving and fecuring the trade between the fame and Great-Britain,”
which words are part of its title: And the preamble fays, ¢ Whereas it is ex-
pedient that new provifions and regulations fhould be eftablifhed for improving
the revenue of this kingdom, and for extending and [ecuring the navigation and
commerce betsoeen Great-Britain, and your Majefly’s dominions in America, which
by the peace have been fo happily extended and enlarged,” &c. Secondly, 4l
the duties mentioned in that aét are impofed folely on the produétiins and manu-
factures of foreign countries, and not a fingle duty laid on any producion or manu-

% Gure of our mother country. Thirdly, the authority of the provincial af-
femblies is not therein fo plainly attacked as by the laft adt, which makes pro-
vifion for defraying the charges of the ¢ adminiftration of juftice,” and ¢ the
fupport of civil government,” Fourthly, That it being doubtful, whether the
intention of the ath Geo. ITI. Chap. 15, was not as much to regulate trade, as to
raife a revenue, the minds of the people here were wholly engroffed by the terror
of the Stamp-Af, then impending over them, about the intention of which
there could be no doubt.

Thefe reafons fo far diftinguifh the 4th Geo. III. Chap. 15, from the laft a&,
¢hat it is not to be wondered at, that the firft fhould have been fubmitted to,
tho’ the /aff fhould excite the moft univerfal and fpirited oppofition. For zhis
will be found, on the flriéteft examination, to be, in the principle on which it
is founded, and in the confequences that muft attend it, if poflible, more deftruc-
tive than the Stamp-Aft. It is, to fpeak plainly, a prodigy in our laws; not
having one Britifh feature. :
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of legality as poffible. Thofe who fucceed them may venture to*
go a little further ; for each new encroachment will be ftrength-
ened by a former. ¢ 4 That which is now fupported by examples,
growing old, will become an example itfelf,” and thus fupport
trefh ufurpations.

A FrEE people therefore can never be too quick in obferving,
nor too firm in oppofing the beginnings of alteration either in
form or reality, refpefting inftitutions formed for their fecurity.
The firft kind of alteration leads to the laft : Yet, on the other
hand, nothing is more certain, than that the forms of liberty may
be retained, when the /ubffance is gone. In government, as well
as in religion, ¢ ‘The /Jezter killeth, but the Jpirit giveth life 1.7

I wiLL beg leave to enforce this remark by a few inftances.
The crown, by the conflitution, has the prerogative of creating
peers. The exiftence of that order, in due number and dignity,
1s effential to the conftitution ; and if the crown did not exercife
that prerogative, the peerage muft have long fince decreafed fo
much as to have loft its proper influence. Suppofe a prince, for
fome unjuft purpofes, fhould, from time to time, advance fo many
needy, profligate wretches to that rank, that all the independence
of ‘the houfe of lords fhould be deftroyed; there would then be 2
manifeft violation of the conftitution, under the appearance of ufing
legal prerogative.

THE houfe of commons claims the privilege of forming all mo-
ney bills, and will not {uffer either of the other branches of the
legiflature to add to, or alter them ; contending that their power
fimply extends to an acceptance or rejettion of them. This pri-
vilege appears to be juft: But under pretence of this juft privilege,
the houfe of commons has claimed a licence of tacking to money
bills, claufes relating to things of a totally different kind, and
thus forcing them in a manneron the king and lords. This feems
to be an abufe of that privilege, and it may be vaftly more abu-
fed. Suppofe a future houfe, influenced by fome difplaced, difcon-
tented demagogues---in a time of danger, fhould tack to a money
bill, fomething {o injurious to the king and peers, that they would
not aflent to it, and yet the commons fhould obftinately infift on
it; the whole kingdom would be expofed to ruin by them, znder
the appearance of maintaining a valuable privilege.

In thefe cafes it might be difficult for a while to determine,
whether the king intended to exercife his prerogative in a confti-
tutional manner or not; or whether the commons infifted on their
demand factioufly, or for the public good: But furely the condu&
of the crown, or of the houfe, would in time fufficiently explain
itfelf.

OucurT not the prorPLE thereforg to watch ? to obferve fa&s?
to fearch into caufes ? to invettigate defigns ? And have they not a

right

$ Tacirus. 2 Cop, iii. 6.




right of jupcinc from the evidence before them, on no flighter
points than their Lberty and happine/s 2 It would be lefs than tri-
fling, wheréver a Briti/b government is eftablithed, to make ufe of
any arguments to prove fuch a right. It is fufficient to remind
the reader of the day, on the anniverfary of which the firlt of
thefe letters is dated.

I wiryt now apply what has been faid to the prefent queftion.

'THE nature of any impofitions laid by parliament on thefe co-
lonies, muft determine the deffgr in laying them. It may not
be eafy in every inftance to difcover that defign. Wherever it is
doubtful, I thimk fubmiffion eannot be dangerous; nay, it muft
be right ; for, in my opinion, there is no privilege thefe colonies
claim, which they ought in dury and prudence more earneftly to
maintain and defend, than the authority of the Britifb parliament
to regulate the trade of all her dominions. Without this autho-
rity, the benefits fhe enjoys from our commerce, muft be loft to
her : The bleflings we enjoy from our dependence upon her, muft
be loft to us. Her ftrength muft decay; her glory vanifth; and
fhe cannot fuffer without our partaking in her misfortune. Lez
us therefore cherifh ber interefts as our own, and give ber every
thing, that it becomes FREEMEN fo give or to receive.

Tus nature of any impofitions fhe may lay upon us may, in
general, be known, by confidering how far they relate to the pre-
{erving, in due order, the connection between the feveral parts of
the Britifp empire. One thing we may be affured of, which is

15----Whenever fhe impofes duties on commodities, to be paid
only upon their exportation from Great-Britain to thefe colonies,
it is not a regulation of trade, but a defign to raife a revenue up-
on us. Other inftances-may happen, which it may not be necef-
fary at prefent to dwell on. I hope thefe colonies will never, to
their lateft exiftence, want underftanding fufficient to difcover the
intentions of thofe who rule over them, mnor the refolution neceflary
for afferting their interefts. They will always have the {ame rights,
that all free ftates have, of judging when their privileges are in-
vaded, and of ufing all prudent meafures for preferving them.

Quocirca wivite fortes
Fortinque adverfis opponite peltora rebus.
Wherefore keep up your fpirits, and gallantly oppofe
this adverfe courfe of affairs.

A FARMER.

L ET-
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My dear CounTrYMEN,

H IS letter is intended more particularly for fuch of you,

whofe employments in life may have prevented your at-

tending to the confideration of fome points that are of
great and public importance : For many fuch perfons there muft be
even in thefe colonies, where the inhabitants in general are more
intelligent than any other people whatever, as has been remarked
by ftrangers, and it feems with reafon. .

SomE of you, perhaps, filled, as I know your breafts are, with
loyalty to our moft excellent Prince, and with love to our dear
mother country, may feel yourfelves inclined, by the affeGions of
your hearts, to approve every acion of thofe whom you fo much
venerate and efieem. A prejudice thus flowing from goodnefs of
difpofition, is amiable indeed. . I wifh it could be indulged with-
out danger. Did I think this poffible, the error fhould have been
adopted, and not oppofed by me. But in truth, all men are {ub-
je& to the frailties of nature ; and therefore whatever regard we
entertain for the per/ons of thofe who govern us, we fhould always
remember that their condu&, as rulers, may be influenced by
human infirmities.

WrEN any laws, injurious to thefe colonies, are pafled, we
cannot {uppofe, that any injury was intended us by his Majefty, or
the Lords.. For the aflent of the crown and peers to laws, feems,
as far as I am able to judge, to have been vefted in them, more for
their own fecurity, than for any other purpofe. On the other
hand, it is the particular bufinefs of the people, to enquire and
difcover what regulations are ufeful for themfelves, and to digeft
and prefent them in the form of bills, to the other orders, to have
them enaéted into laws. Where thefe laws are to bind zbem elves,
it may be expetted, that the houfe of commons will very carefully
confider them : But when they are making laws that are not defign-
ed to bind zbemfelves, we cannot imagine that their deliberations
will be as * cautious and {crupulous, as in their own cafe.

E [ am

* Many remarkable inftances might be preduced of the extraordinary inat-
tention with which bills of great importance, concerning thefe colonies,
have paffed in parliament; which is owing, as it is fuppofed, to the bills being
brought in by the perfons who have points to carry, fo artfully framed, that it
is not eafy for the members in general, in the hafte of bufinefs, to difcover
their tendency. -

The following inftances fhew the truth of this remark. When Mr., Green-
wille, in the violence of reformation, formed the 4th Geo. III. Chap. 15th, for
segulating the American trade, the word ¢ Ireland’’ was dropt in the claulfc re-

ating
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I am told, that there is a wonderful addrefs frequently ufed in
carrying points in the houfe of commons, by perfons experienced
in thefe affairs.---~That opportunities are watched---and {fometimes
votes are pafled, that if all the members had been prefent, would
have been rejetted by a great majority. Certain it is, that when a
powerful and artful man has determined on any meafure againft
thefe colonies, he has always fucceeded in his attempt. Perhaps
therefore it will be proper for us, whenever any oppreflive a&t af-
fecting us is pafled, to attribute it to the inattention of the mem-
bers of the houfe of commons, and to the malevolence or ambition
of fome fa&tious great man, rather than to any other canfe.

Now I do verily believe, that the late att of parliament, impo-
fing duties on paper, {Fc. was formed by Mr. Greenville, and his
party, becaufe it is evidently a part of that plan, by which he en-
_ deavoured to render himfelf rorurLar at home; and 1 do alfo.
believe, that not one half of the members of the houfe of com-
mons, even of thofe who heard it read, did perceive how de-
fru@ive it was to American freedom. For this reafon, as it is
ufual in Great-Britain, to confider the King’s fpeech as the fpeech
of the miniftry, it may be right here to confider this act as the act
of a party----perhaps I fhould fpeak more properly, 1f I was to ufe
another term,

THERE

Jating to our iron and lumber, fo that we could fend thefe articles to mo part of
Eurepe, but to Great-Britain. 'This was fo unreafonable a reftriétion, and fo
contrary to the fentiments of the legiflature for many years. before, that it is
furprizing it fhould not have been taken notice of in the houfe. However the
bill paffed into a law. But when the matter was explained, this reftriCtion was
taken off by a fubfequent aét. I cannot pofitively fay how long after the taking
- off this reftriction, as I have not the a&, but 1 think, in lefs than 18 months,
another act of parliament paffed, in which the word ¢ Ireland’” was left out,
juft as it had been before. The matter being a fecond time explained, was a
fecond time regulated.

Now if it be confidered, that the omifion mentioned firuck off with one
word s0 VERY GREAT A PART OF OUR TRADE, it muft appear remarkable ;
and equally fo.is the method, by which Rice became an enumerated commodity.

¢ The enumeration was obtained (fays Mr. [a] Gee) by one Cole, a Cap-
tain of a fhip, employed by a company then trading to Carolina, for {everal
fhips going from England thither, apd “purchafing rice for Portugal, prevented
the aforefaid Captain of a loading. Upon his coming home, he pofiefled one
Mr. Lowndes, 2 member of parliament (who avas wery frequently employed to pre-
pare bills) with an opinion, that carrying rice dire¢tly to Portugal, was a pre-
judice to the trade of England, and PRIVATELY gota claufe 1nto an a&i, to
make it an enumerated commodity; by wwbich means be fecured a freight to bimfelf.
BUT THE CONSEQUENCE PROVED A VAST LOSS TO THE NATION.”

1 find that this claufe, ““ PRIVATEL Y got into an a@t,”” FOR THE BENEFIT
oF CapTAIN CorE) tothe“° vAST LOsSs OF THE NATION,” is foifted into.
the 3d and 4th Ann, Chap. sth, intituled, An a& for granting to her Ma-
jefty a further fubfidy on wines and merchandizes imported,”” with which it
has no more connelion, than with 34th Edward 1. the 34th and gsth of
Henry VIII. and the 25th of Charles II, WHICH PROVIDE, THAT NO PERSON
§HALL BE TAXED BUT BY HIMSELF OR HIS RERRESENTATIVE,

[a} Gee on Trade, page 32.
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Tuere are two ways of laying taxes. One is, by impofing a
certain fum on particular kinds of property, to be paid by the u/r
or confumer, or by rating the per/on at a certain fum. The other is,
by impofing a certain fum on particular kinds of property, to be
paid by the /feller.

Waen a man pays the firft fort of tax, he knows aith certainty
that he pays fo much money for a tax. The confideration for which
he pays it, isremote, and, it may be, does not occur to him. He
is fenfible too, that he is commanded and obliged to pay it as a tax;
and therefore people are apt to be difpleafed with this fort of tax.

Tue other {ort of tax is fubmitted to in a very different manner.
The purchafer of any article, very feldom reflects that the feller
raifes his price, fo as to indemnify himfelf for the tax Ze has paid.
He knows that the prices of things are continually fluctuating, and
if he thinks about the tax, he thinks at the fame time, in all pro-
bability, that he might have paid as much, if the article he buys
had not been taxed. He gets fomething wiffble and agreeable fox
his money ; and tax and price are fo confounded together, that he
cannot feparate, or does not chufe to take the trouble of {eparating
them.

Tris mode of taxation therefore is the mode fuited to arbitrary
and oppreflive governments. The love of liberty is {fo natural to
the human heart, that unfeeling tyrants think themfelves obliged
to accommodate their fchemes as much as they can to the appear-
ance of juftice and reafon, and to deceive thofe whom they refolve
, to deftroy, or opprefs, by prefenting to them a miferable piture
of freedom, when the ineftimable original is loft. ‘

Tuis policy did not efcape the cruel and rapacious N E R O.
That monfter, apprehenfive that his crimes might endanger his
authority and life, thought proper to do {fome popular adts, to fe-
cure the obedience of his fubjefts. Among other things, fays 7a-
citus, ¢ he remitted the twenty-fifth part of the price on the fale
of flaves, but rather in fbew than reality ; for the feller being
ordered to pay it, it became part of the price to the buyer |[.”

Tuis is the refle®ion of the judicious Hifforiarn ; but the delud-
ed people gave their infamous Emperor full ¢redit for his falfe ge-
nerofity. Other nations have been treated in the fame manner the
Romans were. The honeft, induftrious Germans, who are fettled in
different. parts of this continent, can inform us, that it was this
fort of tax that drove them from their native land to our woods, at
¢hat time the feats of perfeét and undifturbed freedom.

Turir Princes, enflamed by the luft of power, and the luft of
avarice, two furies that the more they are gorged, the more hungry
they grow, tranfgreffed the bounds they ought, in regard to them-
felves, to have obferved. To keep up the deception in the mind;

E 2 : )

I Tacitus's Ann, Book 13, §. 31.
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of fubjedls, ¢¢ there muft be,” fays t a very learned author, ¢ fome
proportion between the impoft and the value of the commodity ;
wherefore there ought not to be an exceflive duty upon merchan-
dizes of little value. There are countries in which the duty ex-
ceeds feventeen or eighteen times the value of the commodity. In
this cafe the Prince removes the illufion. His fubjefts plainly fee
they are dealt with in an unreafonable manner, which renders them
moft exquifitely fenfible of their {flavith fituation.” From hence it
appears, that fubjetts may be ground down into mifery by this fort
of taxation, as well as by the former. They will be as much im-
poverithed, if their money is taken from them in this way as in
the other; and that it will be taken, may be more evident, by at-
tending to a few more confiderations,

TrEe merchant or importer, who pays the duty at firft, will not
confent to be fo much money out of pocket. He therefore pro-
portionably raifes the price of his goods. It may then be faid to
be a conteft between him and the perfon offering to buy, who fhall
lofe the duty. This muft be decided by the nature of the com-
modities, and the purchafer’s demand for them. If they are mere
luxuries, he is at liberty to do as he pleafes, and if he buys, he
does it voluntarily: But if they are abfolute neceffaries, or conwve-
niences, which-ufe and cuftom have made requifite for the comfort
of life, and which he is not permitted, by the power impofing the
duty, 0 get ¢lfewhere, there the feller has a plain advantage, and
the buyer mu/? pay the duty. In fa&, the feller is nothing lefs
than a colletor of the tax for the power that impofed it. If thefe
duties then are extended to the neceflaries and conveniences of life
in general, and enormouily encreafed, the people muft at length
become indeed ¢¢ moft exquifitely fenfible of their {lavith fituation.”
Their happinefs therefore entirely depends on the moderation of
thofe who have authority to impofe the duties.

I smary now apply thefe obfervations to the late aét of parlia-
ment. Certain duties are thereby impofed on paper and glafs, im-
ported into thefe colonies. By the laws of Grear-Britain we are
prohibited to get thefe articles from any other part of the world.
We cannot at prefent, nor for many years to come, tho’ we fhould
apply ourfelves to thefe manufattures with the utmoft induftry,
make enough ourfelves for our own ufe. That paper and glafs are
not only convenient, but abfolutely neceffary for us, I imagine
very few will contend. Some perhaps, who think mankind grew
wicked and luxurious, as foon as they found out another way of
communicating their fentiments than by fpeech, and another way
of dwelling than in caves, may advance fo whimfical an opinion,
. But I prefume no body will take the unneceffary trouble of refut-
ing them. -

: Fron

+ Montefquien’s Spirit of Laws, Book 13, Chap. 8.
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From thefe remarks I think it evident, that we muff ufe paper
and glafs; that what we ufe muf#? be Britifp; and that we muff
_pay the duties impofed, unlefs thofe who fell thefe articles, are fo .
generous as to make us prefents of the duties they pay.

SomE perfons may think this a&t of no confequence, becaufe the
duties are fo /mall. A fatal error. Thar is the very circumftance
moft alarming tome. For I am convinced, that the anthors of this
law would never have obtained an a& to raife fo trifling a fum as it
muft do, had they not intended by ## to eftablith a precedent for fu-
ture ufe. ‘To confole ourfelves with the fimallzef; of the duties, is
to walk deliberately into the fnare that is fet for us, praifing the
neatnefs of the workmanthip. Suppofe the duties impofed By the
late aét could be paid by thefe diftrefled colonies with the utmoft
eafe, and that the purpofes to which they are to be applied, were
the moft reafonable and equitable that can be conceived, the con-
trary of which I hope to demonftrate before thefe letters are con-
cluded ; yet even in fuch a fuppofed cafe, thefe colonies ought to
regard the ac with abhorrence. For wWHO ARE A FREE PEOPLE ?
Not tkofe, over whom government is reafonably and equitably ex-
ercifed, but #hgfe, who live under a government {o conflitutioually
checked and controuled, that proper provifion is made againft its
being otherwife exercifed.

Tae late a& is founded on the deftruion of this conftitutional
fecurity. If the parliament have a right to lay a duty of Four Shil-
lings and Eight-pence on a hundred weight of glafs, or a ream of
paper, they have a right to lay a duty of any other fum on either.
They may raife the duty, as the author before quoted fays has been
done in fome countries, till it ¢ exceeds feventeen or eighteen
times the value of the commodity.” In fhort, if they have a
right #o levy a tax of one penny wpon us, they have a right to levy a
wmillion upon us: For where does their right flop ? At any given
number of Pence, Shillings or Pounds? To attempt to limit their
right, after granting it to exift at all, is as contrary to reafon----as
granting it to exift at all, is contrary to juftice. If zhey have any
right to tax us----then, whether our cawn money fhall continue in our
own pockets or not, depends no longer on us, but on #hem.
1 ¢¢ There is nothing which” we ¢ can call our own ; or, to ufe
the words of Mr. Locke----wHAT PROPERTY HAVE” WE  IN
THAT, WHICH ANOTHER MAY, BY RIGHT, TAKE, WHEN HE
PLEASES, TO HIMSELF ?”’

TrEsk duties, which will inevitably be levied upon us---which are
now levying upon us---are expre/ly laid FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE
OF TAKING MONEY. 'This is the true definition of ¢ taxes.”
They are therefore zaxes. 'This money is to be taken from us.

We

T Lord Cambden’s fpeech.
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W are therefore taxed. Thofe who are toxed without their own
confent, expreffed by them{elves or their reprefentatives, are Slawes.
e are taved without our own confent, expreiled by ourfelves or
our reprefentatives. #e are therefore §SLAVES.

Miferabile wulgus.
A miferable tribe.

A FARMER.

§ ¢ It is my opinion, that this kingdom has no right to lay A Tax upon the
colonies,’----<¢ The Americans are the sons, not the BASTARDS of England.”
—--*“The diftinftion between LEGisLATION and TAXATION is effentially ne-
ceffary to liberty.”---¢ The commons of dmerica, reprefented in their feveral
affemblies, have ever been in poffeffion of this their conftitutional right, of
GIVING ANP GRANTING THEIR OWN MONEY. They would have been
SLAVES, if they had not enjoyediit.” ¢ Thée idea of a airtual reprefenta-
tion of America in this houfe, is the moft contemptible idea, that ever entered
into the head of man.----It does not deferve a ferious refutation.”

: My, Pitt’s [peech on the Stamp-Adt.

That: great and excellent man Lord Cambden, maintains the {fame opinion.
His fpeech in the houfe of peers, on the declaratory bill of the fovereignty of
Great-Britain over the colonies, has lately appeared in our papers, The fol-
lowing extralts fo perfeétly agree with, and confirm the fentiments avowed in
thefe letters, that it is hoped the inferting them in this note will be excufed.

« As the Affair is of the wtmoff importance, and in its confequences may in-
volve .the fate of kingdoms, 1 took the frieft review of my arguments; I re-
examined all my authorities; fully determined, if I found myfelf miftaken,
publickly to own’my miftake, and give up my opinion : But my fearches have
more 2nd more convinced me, that the Britifb parliament have N O RIGHT
T0 TAX the Americans.”----* Nor is the doétrine new ; it is as old as the
conftitution ; it grew up with it; indeed it is its fupport.”’----*¢ TAXATION
and REPRESENTATION are infeparably united. GOD hath joined them :
No Britifp parliament can feparate them : To endeavour to do it, is to ftab
our vitals.” .

<« My pofition is this----I repeat it----I will maintain it to my laft hour---«
TaxATION and REPRESENTATION are infeparable----this pofition is founded
on the laws of nature ; it is more, it is itfelf AN ETERNAL LAW OF NA-
TurE; for whatever is a man’s own, is abfolutely hisown; No MAN HATH
A RIGHT TO TAKE IT FROM HIM WITHOUT HIS CONSENT, either ex-
prefied by himfelf or reprefentative ; whoever attempts to do ity a‘tempts an injury;
WHOEVER DUES IT, COMMITS A ROBBERY; HE THROWS DOWN
THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN LIBERTY AND SLAVERY.”--=€ There is not
a blade of grafs, in the moft obfcure corner of the kingdom, which is not,
which was nof ever reprefented, fince the conftitution began : There is not a blade
of grafs, which, when taxed, was not taxed by the confent of the proprietor.”
¢ ‘Phe forefathers of the Americans did not leave their native country, and fub-
je€ themfelves to every danger and difirefs, To BE REDUCED TO A STATE
or sLaver¥. They did not give up their rights: They looked for proteétion,
and not for Cuains, from their mother country. By her they expected to be
o defended in the poffeffion of their property, and not to be deprived of it : For
fhould the prefent power continue, THERE IS NOTHING WHICH THEY CAN
CALL THEIR OWN j or, to ufe the words of Mr. Locke, ¢ WHAT PRO-
PERTY HAVE THEY IN THAT, WHICH ANOTHER MAY,
BY RIGHT, TAKE, WHEN HE PLEA4SES, 70 HIM -
SELE?”

It
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My dear COUNTRY MEN,

N my opinion, a dangerous example is fet in the laft a&k re-
lating to thefe colonies. The power of parliament to levy
money upon us for raifing a revenue, is therein avowed and

exerted. Regarding the act on this fingle principle, I muft again

repeat, and I think it my duty to repeat, that to me it appears to
be unconflitutional.

No man, who confiders the conduét of thP parliament fince the
repeal of the Stamp-As, and the difpofition of many people
home, can doubt, that the chief (,b_;cft of attention tHeru, 18,
ufe Mr. Greenville’s exprefion, ¢ providing that the p
and osepIENCE of the colonies be aflerted and mair

Uxper the influence of this notion, inftantly on repealing
Stamp- A2, an alt paﬁ"e declaring the power of parlidmet
bind thefe colonies iz all cafes whatever. This however was only
planting a barren tree, that caft a fpade indeed over the colonies,
but yielded no fruzr. It being determined to enforce the authority
on which the Su;mp A& was founded, the parliament having :
renounced the right, as Mr. Pizr advifed them todoj; and i
ing thought proper to difguife that authority in fuch a man
not again to alarm the colonies ; fome little time was requ ?mi
find a meLhoa, by which both Ln(,{" pomtu fhould be unif
laft the mgenrny of Mr. Greenville and his party accomplifhed
the matter, as it was thought, in ¢ an a& for granting certain duties
in the Br/;‘z‘% colonies and plantations in ﬂ’}lc?tf’l, for allowing
drawbacks,” €c. which is the title of the a& laying duties on

1aving feveral times be
s EXPECTED,
MEASURE WOULD BE PASSED OVER,
AN USUAL THII But to have done this, without exprefly
afl *‘1‘”1‘ o and xummamm% ~the power of pa irliament to take ou
mioney without our confe ent, and to apply it as they pleaf

It is impofible to read this fpeech, and Mr. Pitt’s, and not be charmed with
the generous zeal for the rights of mankind that glows in every fentence,
Thefe great and good men, animated by the fubjeét they fpeak upon, feem to
vife above all the former glorious exertions of their abilities. A foreigner
might be rempied to think they are Americdns, aflerting with all the ardor of
patriotifm, and all the anxiety of apprehenfion, the caufe of their native land---
and' not Britons, firiving to flop their miftaken countrymen from oppuﬁ}ns
others. Their reafoning is not only Juﬁ———lt is, as' Mr. Hume f{ays of the elo-
quence of Demofihenes, ¢ vehement.” It is difdain, anger, boldnefs, freedont,
involved in a continual fiream of argument, :
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not have been, in Mr. Greenville)s opinion, fufficiently declarative
of its fupremacy, nor fufficiently depreflive of American freedom.

. TuerEFORE it is, that in this memorable a& we find it exprefly
¢ provided,” that money fhall be levied upon us without our con-
fent, for PURPOSES, that render it, if poffible, more dreadful than
the Stamp-A42.

Tuart a&, alarming as it was, declared, the money thereby to
be raifed, fhould be applied ¢ towards defraying the expences of
defending, protetting and fecuring the Britif colonies and plan-
tations in America : And it is evident from the whole aét, that by
the word ¢ Briti/b,” were intended colonies and plantations fertled
by Britifh people, and not generally, thofe fubjeét to the Britith crowvn.
That a therefore feemed to have fomething gentle and kind in it§
intention, and to aim only at our own welfare : But the aét now
objected to, impofes duties upon the Britifb colonies, ¢ to defray
the expences of defending, protefting and fecuring Ais Majefty’s
DOMINIONS iz America.”

Wuart a change of words! W hat an zacomputable addition to the
expences intended by the Stamp-A& ! ¢ His Majefly’s DOMINIONS”
comprehend not only zhe Britith colonies, but alfo the conquered pro-
winces of Canada and Florida, and the Britith garrifons of Nova-
Scotia 3 for thefe do not deferve the name of colonies.

WauaT juftice is there in making us pay for ¢ defending, pro-
teting and fecuring”’ THESE PLACES ? »What benefit can wEg, or
bawe wi ever derived from them ? None of them was conquered

o us 3 nor will ¢ be defended, protected or fecured ” for us.

In fa&, however advantageous the fubduing or keeping any of
thefe countries may be to Great-Britain, the acquifition is greatly
injurious to thefe colonies. Qur chief property confifts in lands.
Thefe would have been of much greater value, if fuch prodigious
additions had not been made to the Brizi/b'territories on this con-
tinent. 'The natural increafe of our own people, if confined with-
in the colonies, would have raifed the value ftill higher and higher
every fifteen or twenty years: Befides, we fhould have lived more
compaétly together, and have been therefore more able to refift any
enemy. But now the inhabitants will be thinly {cattered over an
immenfe region, as thofe who want fettlements, will chufe to make
new ones, rather than pay great prices for old ones.

Taese are ‘the confequences to the colonies, of the hearty
aflitance they gave to Great-Britain in the late war-----a war under-
taken folely for her own benefit. 'The obje@s of it were, the fecuring
o herfelf the rich traés of land on the back of thefe colonies,
with the Indian trade; and Nowa-Scotia, with the fithery. Zhkefe,
snd much wmare, bas that kingdom gained ; but the inferior animals,
that hunted with the oz, have been amply rewarded for all the
fweat and blood their loyalty. coft them, by the honor of having
fiveated and bled in fuch company.

Iwire
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I wiry not go fo far as to fay, that Canada and Nowa-Scotia are
curbs on Newv-England; the chain of forts through the back woods,
on the Middle Provinces; and Florida, on the reff : But I will ven-
ture to fay, that if the produts of Canada, Nowa-Scotia, and
Florida, deferve any confideration, the two firft of them are only
rivals of our Northern Colonies, and the other of our Southern.

IT has been faid, that without the conqueft of thefe countries,
the colonies could not have been ¢ protetted, defended and fe-
cured.” If that is true, it may with as much propriety be faid,
that Great-Britain could not have been ¢ defended, proteéted and
fecured,” without that conqueft: For the colonies are parts of her
empire, which it as much concerns ber as them to keep out of the
hands of any other power.

BuT thefe colonies, when they were much weaker, defended
themfelves, before this Conqueft was made; and could again do
it, againft any that might properly be called zbeir Enemies. If
France and Spain indeed fhould attack them, as members of the
Britith empire, perhaps they might be diftreffed ; but it would be
in a Briti/b quarrel. ‘

Tue largeft account I have feen of the number of people in
Carada, does not make them exceed go,000. Florida can hardly
be faid to have any inhabitants. It is computed that there are in
our colonies 3,000,000. Qur force therefore muft increafe with a
difproportion to the growth of #heir ftrength, that would render us
very fafe.

Tuis being the ftate of the cafe, I cannot think it juft that
thefe colonies, labouring under fo many misfortunes, fhould be
loaded with faxes, to maintain countries, not only not ufeful, but
hurtful to them. The fupport of Canada and Florida coft yearly,
it is faid, half a million fterling. From hence, we may make
fome guefs of the load that'is to be laid #poz vs; for we are not
only to ¢ defend, prote&t and fecare’ them, but alfo to make <€ an
adequate provifion for defraying the charge of the adminiftration
of juftice, and the fupport of civil government, in fuch provinces
where it fhall be found neceflary.”

Nor one of the provinces of Carada, Nowva-Scotia, or Florida,
has ever defrayed thefe expences aithin itfelf : And if the duties im-
pofed by the laft ftatute are colleted, all of them together, according
to the beft information I can get, will not pay oze quarter as much
as Pennfylvania alone. So that the Britifh colonies are to be drained
of the rewards of their labor, to cherifh the fcorching fands of
Florida, and the icy rocks of Canada and Nova-Scotia, which never
will return to us one farthing that we fend to them.

GREAT-BrITAIN----] mean, the miniftry in Great-Britain, has
cantoned Canada and Florida out into five or fix governments, and
may form as many more. 'There now are Sfourteen or fifteen regi-
ments on this continent ; and there foon may be as many more. 'To

mak




make ¢ an adequate provifion”” FOR ALL THESE EXPENCES, 1S,
no doubt, to be the inberitance of the colonies.

Can any man- believe that' the duties upon paper, &Fc. are the
laf# that will be laid for thefe purpofes? It is in vain to hope, that
becaufe it is imprudent to lay duties on the exportation of manu-
faltures from a mother country to colonies, as it inay promote ma-
nufa&ures among them, that this confideration will prevent {uch a
meafure. ;

Awmsirious, artful men have made it popular, and whatever
injuttice or deftruction will attend it in the opinion of the colo-
nifts, at home it will be thought juft and falutary *. :

Tre people of Great-Britain Will be told, and have been told,
that they are finking under an immenfe debt----that great part of
this debt has been contratted in defending the colonies---that he/e
are fo ungrateful and undatiful, that they will not contribute one
mite to its payment---nor even to the fupport of the army now kept
up for their ¢ defence and fecurity”’---that they are rolling in wealth,
and are of {0 bold and republican a {pirit, that they are aiming at
independence---that the only way to retain them in obedience,”
is to keep a firict watch over them, and to draw off part of their
siches in faxes-—and that every burden laid upon #hem, is taking off
fo much fiom Great-Britain.---Thefe aflertions will be generally
believed, and the people will be perfuaded that they cannot be too
angry with their colonies, as that anger will be profitable to them-
{elves. :

In truth, Great-Britain alone receives any benefit from Canada,
Nowa-Scotia and Florida; and therefore fhe alone ought to maintain
them. The old maxim of the law is drawn from reafon and juftice,
and never could be more properly applied, than in this cafe.

Qui [fentit commodum, fentire debet et onus.
They who feel the benefit, ought to feel the burden.
A FARMER.

% ¢ So credulous, as well as obflinate, are the people in believing every thing,

which flatters their prevailing paffion. Hume's Hif, of England.
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My dear CouNTRYMEN,

H AV E made fome obfervations on the purrosEes for which

money is to be levied upon us by the late aét of parliament.

I fhall now offer to your confideration fome further refle&tions
on that fubjett : And, unlefs I am greatly miftaken, if thefe pur-
pofes are accomplifhed according to the exprefed intention of the
a&, they will be found effeCtually to fuper/ede that authority in our
refpetive aflemblies, which is eflential to liberty. The queftion
is not, whether fome branches fhall be lopt off----The axe is laid
to the root of the tree ; and the whole body muft infallibly perifh,
if we remain idle fpe&ators of the work.

No free people ever exifted, or can ever exift, without keeping,
to ufe a common, but firong expreflion, ¢ the purfe frings,” in
their own hands. Where this is the cafe, #hey have a confiitutional
check upon the adminiftration, which may thereby be brought into
order without wiclence : But where fuch a power is not -lodged in
the people, oppreflion proceeds uncontrouled in its career, till the

overned, tranfported into rage, feek redrefs in the midft of blood
and confufion.

THE elegant and 1ngen10u° Mr, Hume, {peaking of the Anglo
Norman Oovernment {fays----¢¢ Princes and Minifters were too ig-
neram, to be themfelves fenfible of the adv antage attending an
eqalmom adminiftration, and there was no eftablilhed council or
affembly, WHICH COULD PROTECT THE PEOPLE, and BY WITH-
DRAWING sUPPLIES, regularly and peaceaBLy admonifh the
king of his duty, and EXSURE THE EXECUTION OF THE LAWS,

Tuus this great man, whofe palit%cal refleCtions are fo much
admired, makes #/is power one of the foundations of liberty.

TuE Englifb hiftory abounds with inftances, proving that #bis is
the proper and fuccefsful Way to obtain redrefs of grievan How
often have kings and minifters endeavored to throw off this legal
curb upon them, by attempting to raife money by a variety of in-
ventions, under pretence of law, without having recourfe to par-
liament ! And how often have ney been b }urrnf to reafon, and
peacaamy aahguu to do juftice, D/ the exertion of this conititu-
monal auth Orlfy of the people, vefte d i m their 3@“‘3?'«,?’::1”11‘111%" ?

THE inhabitants of *heﬁ colonies have, on num
ﬁons, reaped the benefit of this a)t”wnfy ;a(,\w; in

IT has been for a long time, and now is, it
to all governors, fo obt ERMANENT
£ow ﬂr;,mpm But as the ‘fd‘:o:‘ of *“the sdminiffitation of ‘the co-
Tonies fays, ¢¢ this order thc crown enera ﬂv, if not uni-

, verfally, rejected by the le i
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Tugy perfeltly know how much their grievances would be re-
garded, if they had 70 other method of engaging attention, than
by complaining. Thofe who rule, are extremely apt to think well
of the conftru@tions made by themfelves in fupport of their own
power. Thefe are frequently erroneous, and pernicious to thofe
they govern. Dry remonftrances, to fhew that fuch conftruétions
are wrong and oppreflive, carry very little 'weight with them, in
the opinion of perfons who gratify their own inclinations in mak-
ing thefe conftru&tions. They cannor underftand the reafoning
that oppofes their power and defires. But let it be made their in-
tereft to underftand fuch reafoning----and a woenderful light is in-
ftantly thrown upon the matter ; and then, rejeted remonftrances
become as clear as * ¢ proofs of holy writ.”

Tre three moft important articles that our aflemblies, or any
legiflatures can provide for, are, Firff---the defence of the fociety :
Secondly---the adminiftration of juftice : And thirdly---the fupport
of civil government.

Noruinc can properly regulate the expence of making pro-
vifion for thefe occafions, but the nece/fities of the fociety ; its
abilities ; the conveniency of the modes of levying money init; the
manner in which the laws have been executed ; and the condul? of
the officers of government: Al/ which are circumitances, that can-
aot poflibly be properly #nown, but by the fociety itfelf ; or if they
fhould be known, awill not probably be properly confidered but by
that f{ociety. :

Ir money be raifed upon us by others, without our confent, for
our ‘¢ defence,” thofe who are the judges in lewying it, muft alfo
be the judges in applying it.  Of confequence the money Jaid to be
saken from us for our defence, may be employed to our injury. We
may be chained in by a line of fortifications----obliged to pay for
the building and maintaining them----and be told, that they are
for our defence. With what face can ‘we difpute the fat, after
having granted that thofe who apply the money, had a right to
fewy it ? For furely, it is much eafier for their wifdom to under-
ftand how to apply it in the beft manner, than how to levy it in
the beft manner. Befides, the right of lewying is of infinitely more
confequence, than bat of applying. The people of England, who
would burft out into fury, if the crown fhould attempt to lewy
money by its own authority, have always afligned to the crown the
application of money.

As to ¢ the adminiftration of juftice ”----the judges ought, in
a well regulated ftate, to be equally independent of the executive
and legiflative powers. Thus in England, judges hold their com-~
miflions from the crown ¢ during good behavior,” and have falaries,
fuitable to their dignity, fetled on them by parliament. The

purity-

* SHAXESEELARE,
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purity of the courts of law fince this eftabliftment, is a proof of
the wifdom with which it was‘made.

Bur in thefe colonies, how fruitlefs has been every attempt to
have the judges appointed ¢ during good behavior #” Yet wheever
confiders the matter will {foon perceive, that fuch commiffons are be-
yond all comparifon more neceflary in thefe colonies, than they
were in England.

Tue chief danger to the fubjett there, arofe from the arbitrary
defigns of the crown ; but here, the time may come, when we may
have to contend with the defigns of the crown, and of a mighty
Aingdom. What then muft be our chance, when the laws of liie
and death are to be {poken by judges totally dependent on zha#
crown, and that kingdom----fent over perhaps from thence----filled
with Britifb prejudices---and backed by a sTANDING army---fupport-
ed out of our own pockets, to ¢¢ affert and maintain” oUR OWN
¢ dependence and obedience.”

Bur fuppofing that through the extreme lenity that will prevail
in the government through all future ages, thefe colonies will never
behold any thing like the campaign of chief juftice Feffereys, yet
what innumerable aé&s of injuftice may be committed, and how
fatally may the principles of liberty be fapped, by a fucceffion of
judges atterly independent of the people ? Before fuch judges the
fupple wretches, who chearfully join in avowing {entiments incon-
fiftent with freedom, will always meet with {miles; while the
honeft and brave men, who difdain to facrifice their native land to
their own advantage, but on every occafion boldly vindicate her
caufe, will conftantly be regarded with frowns.

THERE are two other confiderations relating to this head, that
deferve ‘the moft ferious attention. :

By the late a&, the officers of the ecuftoms are ¢ impowered to
enter into any wouse, warehoufe, fhap, cellar, or other place,
in the Briti/b colonies or plantations in America, to {fearch for or
feize prohibited or unaccuftomed goods,” &Jc. on ¢ writs granted
by the fuperior or fupreme court of juftice, having jurifditticn
within fuch colony or plantation refpeétively.”

Ir we only refle, that the judges of thefe courts are to be dur-
ing pleafure----that they are to have “ adequate provifion” made
for them, which is to continue during their complaijant behavior-—-
that they may be frangers to thefe colonies--~-what an engine of
oppreflion may this authority be in fuch hands?

I am well aware, that writs of this kind may be granted at
home, under the feal of the court of exchequer :” But I know allo,
that the greateft aflerters of the rights of Euglifomen have always
ftrenuoufly contended, that fuch a power was dangerous to freedom,
and exprefly contrary to the common law, which ever regarded a

»man’s bouje as his caftle, or a place of perfet fecurity.
~ Ir
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Ir fuch power was in the leaft degree dangerous tbere, it muft
be utterly deftructive to liberty here. For the people there have
two fecurities againft the undue exercife of this power by the
crown, which are wanting with us, if the late a&t takes place.
In the firft plage, if any injuftice is done there, the perfon injured
may bring his aétion againft the offender, and have it tried before
INDEPENDENT JUDGES, who are * NO PARTIES IN COMMITTING
THE INJURY, Here he muft have it tried before PEPENDENT
JuDGESs, being the men WHO GRANTED THE WRIT.

To fay, that the caufe is to be tried by a jury, can never recon-
cile men who have any idea of freedom, to fuch a power. For we
know that fheriffs in almoft every colony on this continent, are
totally dependent on the crown ; and packing of juries has been
frequently pra&ifed even in the capital of the Bréti/h empire. Even
if juries are well inclined, we have too many inftances of the in-
fluence of over-bearing unjuft judges upon them. The brave and
wife men who accomplithed the revolution, thought the indepen-
dency of judges effential to freedom.

TuE other fecurity which the people have at home, but which
we fhall want here, is this. "

Ir this power is abufed thbere, the parliament, the grand refource
of the opprefled people, is ready to afford relief. Redrefs of grie-
vances muft precede grants of money. But what regard can awe
expe& to have paid to our affemblies, when they will not hold
even the puny privilege of French parliaments---that of regiftering,
before they are put in execution, the ediéts that take away our
money. .

The fecond confideration above hinted at, is this. There is a
confufion in our laws, that is quite unknown in Great-Britain. As
this cannot be defcribed in a more clear or exat manner, than has
been done by the ingenious author of the hiftory of New-Yor#, 1
beg leave to ufe his words. ¢ The ftate of our laws opens a door
to much controverfy. The uncertainty, with refpeét to them, REN-
DERS PROPERTY PRECARIOUS, and GREATLY EXPOSES Us TO

' THE ARBITRARY DECISION OF BAD JUDGEs. The common law
of England is generally received, together with fuch ftatutes as
~were enaled before we had a legiflature of our own; but our
courts EXERCISE A SOVEREIGN AUTHORITY, in determining
awhat parts of the common and flatute law ought to be extended :
For it muft be admitted, that the difference of circumfiances necefla-
rily requires us, in fome cafes, z0 REJECT the determination of both.
In many inftances, they have alfo extended even ais of parlia-
ment, paffed fince we had a diftiné legiflature, awhich is greatly
: adding

* The writs for fearching houfes in England, are to be granted ¢ under the
feal of the court of exchequer,” according to the ftatute---and that feal is kept.
by the chancellor of the exchequer. 4th Inff. p. 104.
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adding to our confuficn. The practice of our courts is no lefs wncer-
tain than the law. Some of the Exgli/b rules are adopted, others
rejeted. Two things therefore {feem to be aABSOLUTELY NECES-
sary for the pusrLic securitTy. Firft, the pafling an a& for
fettling the extent of the Engli/b laws. Secondly, that the co_urts
ordain a general fett of rules for the regulation of the praftice.”

‘How eafy it will be, under this ¢ ftate of our laws,” for an
artful judge, to a&t fethe moft arbitrary manner, and yet cover
his conducét under {pecious pretences ; and how difficult it will be
for the injured people to obtain relief, may be readily perceived.
We may take a voyage of 3000 miles to complain ; and after the
trouble and hazard we have undergone, we may be told, that the
colle&tion of the revenue, and maintenance of the prerogatwe,
muft not be dlfcouraged-——-and if the mifbehavior is {fo grofs as to
admit of no juftification, it may be faid; that it was an error in
judgment only, arifing from the confufion of our Iaws, and the
zeal of the King’s fervants to do their duty.

Ir the commiflions of judges are during the pleafure of the croawn,
yet if their {alaries are during the pleafure of the peopls, there will
be jome check upon their conduct. Few men will confent to draw
on themfelves the hatred and contempt of thofe among whom they
live, for the empty honor of being judges. It is the fordid love of
gain, that tempts men to turn thelr backs on virtue, and pay their
homage where they ought not.

As to the third particular, ¢ the fupport of civil government,”
—---few words will be fufficient. Every man of the leaft under-
ftanding muft know, that the execative power may be exercifed in
a manner fo difagreeable and harrafling to the people, that it is
abfolutely requifite, ‘that zbey fhould be enabled by the gentleft
method which human policy has yet been ingenious enough to in-
vent, that is, by fbutting their hands, to ‘“ apmon1sn” (as Mr. -
Hume {ays) certain perfons ‘“ oF THEIR DUTY.”

Weuat fhall we now think when, upon looking into the late
a&, we find the aflfemblies of thefe provinces thereby ftript of their
authority on thefe feveral heads ? 'The declared intention of the att
is, ¢ that a revenue fhould be raifed 1n u1s Majesty’s DO-

"MINIONS 1~ AMmerica, for making a more certain and ade-
quate provifion for defraying the charge of THE ADMINISTRATION
oF JUSTICE, and the fupport of C1VIL GOVERNMENT in"fuch pro-
vinces where it thall be found neceflary, and rowards further de-
fraying the expences of DEFENDING, PROTECTING AND SECURING
tue SAID DOMINIONS.”

Let the reader paufe here one moment---and refle&---whether
the colony in which Ae lives, has not made fuch ¢ certain and
adequate provifion” for thefe purpofes, as is by the colony judged fuitabie
to its abilities, and all other circu 'ﬂﬂaﬂce:. Then let him refleét----
whether if this a& takes place, money is not to be raifed on zbas

colony
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colony avithout its confent, to make provificn” for thefe purpofess
which ## does not judge to be Juitable to its abilities, and all other
circumfPances. Laftly, let him refle&t----whether the people of that
country are mnot in a ftate of the moft abjett {lavery, awhofe pro-
perty may be taken from them under the notion of right, awhen they
have refufed to give it. :

For my part, I think I have good reafon for vindicating the
honor of the affemblies on this contineng, by publicly afferting,
that THEY have made as ¢ certain and adequate provifion” for the
pm-pa/é;-aéa‘rvementz'aned, as they ought to hawve made, and that it fhould
not be prefumed, that they will not do it hereafter. Why then
thould hefe moft important trufts be wrefted out of their hands?
Why fhould they not now be permitted to enjoy that authority,
which they have exercifed from the firft fettlement of thefe colo-
nies? Why fhould they be fcandalized by this innovation, when
their refpedtive provinces are now, and will be, for feveral years,
laboring under loads of debt, impofed on them for the very pur-
pofe now fpoken of 2 Why fhould all the inhabitants of thefe co-
lonies be, with the utmoft indignity, treated as a herd of defpicable
ftupid wretches, fo utterly void of common fenfe, that they will
not even make ¢ adequate provifion” for the adminiftration of
juftice, and the {upport of civil government” among them, or for
their own ¢ defence”’----though without fuch ¢ provifion” every
people muft inevitably be overwhelmed with anarchy and deftruc-
tion ? Is it poffible to form an idea of a flavery more compleat,
more ‘miferable, more difgraceful, than that of a people, where
juftice is admintfiered, government exercifed, and a flanding army
maintained, AT THE EXPENCE OF THE PEOPLE, and yet WiTH-
OUT THE LEAST DEPENDENCE upox THEM ? If we can find no
relief from this infamous fituation, it will be fortunate for us, if
Mr. Greenwville, fetting his fertile fancy again at work, can, as by
one exertion of it he has ftript us of our property and liberty, by
another deprive us of fo much of our uaderflanding ; that, uncon-
{cious of what we bawve been or are, and ungoaded by tormenting
refleftions, we may bow down our necks, with all the ftupid fere-
_nity of fervitude, to any drudgery, which our lords and mafters
thall pleafe to command. ’

Wren the charges of the ¢ adminiftration of juftice,” the
<¢ {upport of civil government,” and the expences of ¢ defend-
ing, protefting and fecuring” us, are provided for, I fhould be
glad to know, upon avhat occafions the crown will ever call our
affemblies together. Some few of them may meet of their own
accord, by virtue of their charters. But what will they have to
do, when they are met? To what fhadows will they be reduced ?
The men, whofe deliberations heretofore had an influence on every
matter relating to the Jiberty and happine/s of themielves and their
conftituents, and whofe authority in domeftic affairs at leaft, might

well




[ 49 ]

well be compared to that 6f Roman fenators, will mow find their
deliberations of no more confequence, than thofe of conflables.
‘They may perbaps be allowed to make laws for the Joking of hogs,
Or pounding of firay cattle. Their influence will hardly be permit-
ted to extend /o bigh, as the keeping roads in repair, as that bufinefs
may more properly be executed by thofe who receive the public
cafh. :

OnEe moft meniorable example in hiftory is {o applicable to the
point now infifted on, that it will form a juft conclufion of the
obfervations that have been made.

Spa1n was once free. 'Their Cortes refembled our parliaments.
No money could be raifed on the fubje®, without their confent.
One of their Kings having received a grant from them, to main-
tain a war againft the Moors, defired, that if the fum which they
had given, fhould not be fufficient, he might be allowed, for thar
emergency only, to raife more money without affembling the Cortes.
The requeft was violently oppofed by the beft and wifeft men in
the affembly. It was, however, complied with by the votes of a
majority ; and this fingle conceflion was a PRECEDENT for other
conceflions of the like kind, until at laft the crown obtdined a
general power of raifing money, in dafes of neceflity. From that
period the Cortes ceafed to be ufeful,---the people ceafed to be Sree.

Venienti occurrite morbo.

Oppofe a difeafe at its beginning.
‘ A FARMER.

Lo P T -E R X%

My dear COUNTRYMEN,

H E confequences, mentioned in the laft letter, will not
be the ‘utmoft limits of our mifery and infamy, if the late
a&t is acknowledged to be binding upon us. We feel

too fenfibly, that any minifterial meafures * relating to thefe colonies,
are foon carried fuccefsfully through the parliament. Certain pre-
judices

* ¢ The gentleman muft not wonder he was not contradicted, when, as mi-
nifter, he afferted the right of parliament to tax Awerica. I know not how it is,
but there is a MmopEsTY in this houfe, awhich does not chufe to contradi a minifter,

X with gentlemen would get the better of this moffefly, Ir Tuevy po NQT,
PERHAPS THE COLLECTIVE BODY MAY BEGIN TO ABATE OF ITS RE=
SPECT FOR THE REPRESENTATIVE,” Mr. Pitt’s Speech,
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judices operate there fo ftrongly againft us, that it may be juftly
queftioned, whether s/l the provinces united, will' ever be able f
effeétually to call to an account before the parliament, any minifter
who fhall abufe the power by the late at given to the crown in
America. - He may divide the {poils torn from us in what manner
he pleafes, and we fball have no way of making him refponfible. If
he fhould order, that every gowernor fhall have a yearly falary of
goool. fterling ; every chief juftice of 3000l; every inferior
officer in proportion ;. and fhould then reward the moft profligate,
ignorant, or needy dependents on himfelf or his friends, with : 3
places of the greateft truft, becaufe they were of the greateft profit, \
this would be called an arrangement in confequence of the ¢ ade-
quate provifion for defraying the charge of the adminiftration of
juftice, and the fupport of the civil government:”’ And if the taxes
fhould prove at any time infufficient to anfwer all the expences of
the numberlefs offices, which minifters may pleafe to create, furely
the members of the houfe of commons will be fo  mode Bias &
not to ¢ contradiét a minifter > who fhall tell them, it is become
neceflary to lay a new tax upon the colonies, for the laudable
i purpofes. of defraying the charges of the ¢ adminiftration of
i juftice, and fupport of civil government,” among them. Thus, '
in fa&, we fhall be + taxed by minifters. In fhort, it will be in
their power to fettle upon us any CIVIL, ECCLESIASTICAL, Of
MILITARY eftablithment, which they choofe.

W e may perceive, by the example of Ireland, how eager mini-
FLi fers are to feize upon any fettled revenue, and apply it in fup-
R porting their own power. Happy are the men, and bappy the peo-

i pley who grow wife by the misfortunes of others. Barneftly, my dear
countrymen, do I befeech the author of all good gifts, that you -~
may grow wife in this manner; and if I may be allowed to take
! fuch a liberty, I beg leave to recommend to you in general, as
f the beft method of attaining this wifdom, diligently to ftudy the
hiftories of other countries. You will' there find' all the arts,
A that can poflibly be pradifed by cunning rulers, or falfe patriots
7 among yourfelves, fo fully delineated, that, changing names, the
A . account would ferve for your own times.
4 IT is pretty well known on this continent, that Ireland has,
with a regular confiftency of injuftice, been cruelly treated by
minifters in the article of penfions; but there are fome alarming
circumftances

+ ¢ Within this a& (fatute de tallagio non concedendo) are all newo offices
erected, with 7ew fees, or old offices, with new fees, for that is a tallage put
upon the fubjeét, which cannot be done without common affent by aét of par-
liament. And this doth notably appear by a petition in parliament in anno 13
I . 1V. where the commons complain, that am office was erected for meafurage
of cloths and canvas, with a new fee for the fame, by colour of the king’s
; fetters patents, and pray that thefe letters patents may be revoked, for that
the king could ere@ no offices with new fees to be taken of the people, who
may not {o be charged but by parliament.” 24 Inf p. 533,

e
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circumftances relating to that fubje&, which I wifh to have better
known among us.

I The revenue of the crown there arifes principally from the
Excife granted “ for pay of the army, and defraying other PUBLIC
charges, in defence and prefervation of the kingdom ”---~from the ton-
nage and additional poundage’ granted ¢ for proteéting the frade of
the kingdom at fea, and augmenting the PUBLIC revenue ---from the
hearth money granted---as a  puBLIC revenue, Jor PUBLIC charges
and expences.”  There are fome other branches of the revenue, con-
cerning which there is not any exprefs appropriation of them for
PUBLIC ferwvice, but which were plainly /o intended,

OF thefe branches of the revenue the crown is only #raftee for the
public. They are unalienable. They are inapplicable to any
other purpofes, but thofe for which they were eftablithed ; and
therefore are not /egally chargeable with penfions.

THERE is another kind of revenue, which is a private revenue,
This is not limited to any public ufes; but the crown has the fame
property in it, that any perfon has in his eftate. This ddes not
amount, at the moft, to Fifteen Thoufand Pounds a year; probably
not to Sewen, and is the only revenue, that can be legally charged
with penfions.

Ir minifters were accuftomed to regard the rights or happinefs
of the people, the penfions in Treland would not exceed the fum
juft mentioned : But long fince have they exceeded that limit ; and
in December 1765, a motion was made in the houfé of commons

G2 in

I An enquiry into the legality of penfions on the Irifp eftablifhment, by
Alexander M‘Aulay, Efq; one of the King’s council, &,

Mr. M‘Aulay concludes his piece in the following beautiful manner, ¢ If
any penfions have been obtained on that eftablithment, to SERVE THE CORRUPT
PURPOSES OF AMBITIOUS MEN.---- It his Majefty’s revenues of Ireland have
been employed in penfions, Té DEBAUCH HIS MAJESTY s sUBJECTS of both
kingdoms.----If the treafure of Ireland has been expended in penfions, For
CORRUPTING MEN OF THAT KINGDOM TO BETRAY THEIR COUNTRY j
and men of the neighbouring kingdom to betray both.---If Irifb penfions have
been procured, TO SUFFORT GAMESTERS AND GAMING-HOUSES; pro-
moting a vice which threatens national fuin.---If penfions have been purloined
out of ‘the national treafure of Ire/and, under the MASKR OF SALARIES AN-
NEXED TO PUBLIC OFFICES; USELESS TO THE NATION; newly invented,
FOR THE FPURFOSES OF COREUPTION.---If Ireland, juft beginning to recover
from the devaftations of maffacré and rebéllion, be obfrued in the progrefs of
her eure, BY SWARMS OF PENSIONARY VULTURES PREYING ON HER
viTavLs.---If, by fquandering the national fubftance of Ireland, ina ricen-
TI10US, UNBOUNDED PROFUSION OF PENsIoNs, inftead of employing it in
nourithing and improving her infant agriculture, trade and manufaétures, or in
enlightening dnd reforming her pours ignorant, deluded, miferable natives (by natur
moft amiable; moft valuablé, moft worthy of public attention)-----If 4,
abufe of the national fubfance, Sloth and naftinéfs, cold and bunger, nakednifs
wretchednefs, popery, depopulation and barbarifwi, fill maintai 1
fill deform a country abounding with all the riches of natvre, vet
to beggary.---If suvcn pEnNsrons be found on the Irifb ef
be cut off : And let the perfidious advifers be branded with indelible chara
of public infamy ; adequate, if poffible, to the difhonour of their crime.”
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in that kingdom, to addrefs his Majefty on the great increafe of
penfions on the Iri/b eftablithment, amounting to the fum of
158,685 1.----in the laft two years.

ArrEMpTs have been made to glofs over thefe grofs encroach-
ments, by this {pecious argument----¢“ That expending a compe-
tent part of the puBLIC REVENUE in penfions, from a principle
of charity or generofity, adds to the dignity of the crown ; and is
therefore ufeful to the pusric.” To give this argument any
weight, it muft appear, that the penfions proceed from ¢ charity
or gemerofity only ”--—--and that it < adds to the dignity of the
crown,” 7o alt direfly contrary to law.----

From this conduét towards Ireland, in open violation of law,

we may eafily forefee what awe may expeét, when a minifter will
have the awhole revenue of  America in his own hands, to be difpofed
of at his own pleafure: For a// the monies raifed by the late act
are to be ¢“ applied by virtue of warrants under the fign manual,
counterfigned by the high treafurer, or any three of the commif-
fioners of the treafury.” 'The ¢ rResipug” indeed is to be ¢ paid
into the receipt of the exchequer, and to be difpofed of by par-
liament.” So that a minifter will have nothing to do, but to take
care, that there fhall be no ¢ refidue,” and he is {uperior to all
- controul.
_ BEesipes the burden of penfions in Ireland, which have enor-
moufly encreafed within thefe few years, almoft all the offices in
that poor kingdom, have been, fince the commencement of the
prefent century, and now are beftowed upon frangers. For tho’
the merit of perfons born there, juftly raifes them to places of
high truft when they go abroad, as all Eurgpe can witnefs, yet he
is an uncommonly lucky Irifbman, who can get a good poft iz bis
NATIVE country.

Waen I confider the * manner in which that ifland has been
uniformly depreffed for fo many years paft, with this pernicious

particularity .

* In Charles the Second’s time, the houfe of commons, influenced by fome
factious demagogues, were refolved to prohibit the importation of Irifb cattle
into England. Among other arguments in favor of Ireland it was infifted---~
« That by cutting off almoft entirely the trade between the kingdoms, arLc
THE NATURAL BANDS OF UNION WERE DISSOLVED, and nothing remained
to keep the Irifh in their duty, but jforce and wiolence,”

¢ The king (fays Mr. Hume, in his hiftory of England). was fo convinced
of the juftnefs of thefe reafons, that he ufed all his intereft to oppofe the bill,
and ke openly declared, that he could not give his affent to it with a fafe con-
fcience. But the commons were refolute in their purpofe.”’----¢¢ And the fpirit
of TYRANNY, of which NAT10NS are as [ufceptible as INDIVIDUALS, had
animated the Englifh extremely To EXERT THEIR SUPERIORITY ower their
dependent flate. No affair could be conduéted with greater violence than this
by the commons. They even went fo far in the preamble of the bill,~as to
declare the importation of Irifb cattle to be a NusancEe. By this expreflion
they gave {cope to their paffion, and at the fame time barred the king’s prerogative,
by which he might think himfelf intitled to. difpenfe with a law, so swrLL

O




particularity of their + parliament continuing as lomg as the croawn
pleafes, I am aftonithed to obferve fuch a love of Liberty Rill animat-
ing that Lovar and GENEROUSs nation; and nothing can raife
higher my idea of the iNTEGrITY and | PuBLIC sPiriT of 2

people

OF INJUSTICE AND BAD Portcy. The lords expunged the word, but as the
king was fenfible that no fupply would be given by the commons, unlefs they
were gratified in all their rrREjuDICES, he was obliged both to employ his
intereft with the peers, to make the bill pafs, and to give the royal affent to it.
He could not, however, forbear exprefling his difpleafure, at the jealoufy enter-
tained againft him, and at the intention which the commons difcovered, of
retrenching his prerogative.

THIS LAW BROUGHT GREAT DISTRESS FOR SOMX TIME UPoN IRE-
LAND, BUT IT HAS OCCASIONED THEIR APPLYING WITH GREATER
INDUSTRY TO MANUFACTURES, AND HAS PROVED IN THE ISSUFE BE~
NEFICIAL TO THAT KINGDOM.”

Perhaps the  fame reafon occafioned the ¢ barring the king’s prerogative” in
the late act fufpending the legiflation of New-York.

This we may be aflured of, that we are as dear to his ﬂfajtﬁ_}', as the people
of Great-Britain are. WE are his fubjecs as well as they, and as Saithful [ub-
jeéts; and his Majefty has given too many, too conftant proofs of his piety and
virtue, for any man to think it poffible, that fuch a prince can make any un-
juft diftinction between fuch fubjefts. It makes no difference to his Majefty,
whether {upplies are raifed in Great-Britain, or America; but it makes Jome dif-
ference to the commons of that kingdom,

To fpeak plainly as becomes an honeft man on fuch important occafions, all
our misfortunes are owing to a LUST OF POWER in men of agbilities and ine
Juence. This prompts them to feek PoPuLARITY by expedients profitable ta
themfelves, though ever fo defiructive to their country.

Such is the accurfed nature of. lawlefs ambition, and yet----What heart
but melts at the thought !----Such falfe, deteftable paTrIOTS, in every flate,
have led their blind, confiding country, fhouting their applaufes, into the jaws
of fhameand ruin. May the wifdom and goodnefs of the people of Greaz-Britair,
fave them from the ufual fate of nations.

S ot adus MENTEM MORTALIA TANGUNT.”

+ The laft Zrifp parliament continued 33 years, during all the late King’s
reign. The prefent parliament there has continued from the beginning of
this reign, and probably will continue till this reign ends.

1 Tam informed, that within thefe few years, a petition was prefented to
the houfe of commons, fetting forth, ¢ that herrings were imported into Ireland
from fome foreign parts of the north fo cheap, as to difcourage the Britifb
herring fithery, and therefore praying that fome remedy might be applied in
that behalf by parliament.”

‘That upon this petition, the houfe came to a refolution, to impofe a duty
of ‘Two Shillings fterling on every barrel of foreign herrings imported into
Ireland 5 but afterwards dropt the affair, FOR FEAR OF ENGAGING IN &
DISPUTE WITH IRELAND ABOUT THE RIGHT oF TAXING uex.

So much higher was the opinion, which the houfe entertained of the fpirit
of Ireland ; than of that of thefe colonies. !

I find, inthelaft Englifb papers, that the refolution and firmnefs with which
the people of Ireland have lately afferted their freedom, have been fo alarming
in Great-Britain, that the Lord Lieutenant, in his {peech on the 20th of laft 00-
ber, ¢ recommended to that parliament, that fuch provifion may be made foy
fecuring the judges in the enjoyment of their offices and appointments, DURING
THEIR GOOD BEHAVIOR, as thall be thought moft expedient.”

What an important conceflion is thus obtained, by making demands becom-
ing freemen, with a courage and perfeverance becoming Freemen !

wil o
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people, who have preferved the facred fire of freedom from being
extinguithed, tho’ the altar on which it burnt, has been over-
turned.

In the fame manner fhall we unqueftionably be treated, as foon
as the late taxes laid upon us, fhall make pofts in the ¢ govern-
ment,” and the ¢¢ adminiftration of juftice” Jere, worth the atten-
tion of perfons of influence in Great-Britain. We know enough
already to fatisfy us of this truth. But this will not be the worit
part of our cafe. ,

THE principals, in all great offices, will refide in England,
making fome paltry allowance to deputies for doing the bufinefs
bere. = Let any man confider what an exhaufting drain this muft be
upon us, when minifters are poflefled of the power of creating
what pofts they pleafe, and of affixing to fuch pofts what falaries
they pleafe, and he muft be convinced how deftru&tive the late att
will be. The injured kingdom lately mentioned, can tell us the
mifchiefs of ABsENTEEs ; and we may perceive already the fame
difpofition taking place with us. The government of Neaw-York
has been exercifed by a deputy. That of Virginia is now held fo;
and we know of a number of fecretarythips, colleftorthips, and
other offices, held in the fame manner.

True it is, that if the people of Greas-Britain were not too
much blinded by the paffions, that have been artfully excited in
their breafts, againft their dutiful children the coloniits, thefe con-
fiderations would be nearly as alarming to them as to us. "The
influence of the crown was thought by wife men, many years ago,
too great, by reafon of the multitude of penfions and places be-
flowed by it. Thefe have been vaftly encreafed fince ||, and per-

haps
|| One of the reafons urged by that great and honeft ftatefman, Sir William
Temple, to Charles the Second, in his famous remonftrance, to diffuade him fronmy
aiming at arbitrary power, was, thatthe King ¢ had few offices to beftow.”
Hume’s Hift. of England.

“ Tho’ the wings of prerogative have been clipt, the influence of the
crown is greater than ever it was in any period of our hiftory. For when we
confider in how many boroughs the government has the votes at command;
when we confider the vaft body of perfons emplayed in the colletion of the
revenue, in every part of the kingdom, the inconceivable number of placemen,
and candidates for places in the cuftoms, in the excife, in the poft-office, in
the dock-yards, in the ordnance, in the falt-office, in the ftamps, in the navy
and vi€ualling offices, and in a variety of other departments; when we con-
fider again the extenfive influence of the money corporations, fpbfcription job-
bers and contraétors, the endlefs dependencies created by the obligations confer-
red on the bulk of the gentlemens families throughout the kingdom, who have
relations preferred in our navy and numerous ftanding army; when I fay, we
confider how wide, how binding a dependence on the crown is created by the
above enumerated particulars, and the great, the enormous weight and influence
which the crown derives from this extenfive dependence upon its favor and
power, any lord in waiting, any lord of the bed-chamber, any man may be
appointed minifter.” ,

A doétrine to this effet is {aid te have been the advice of L--- H----,

Late News Paper.
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haps it would be no difficult matter to prove that the people have
decreafed. 5

SurEeLy therefore, thofe who wifh the welfare of their country,
ought ferioufly to reflet, what may be the confequence of fuch a
new creation of offices, in the difpofal of the crown. The army,
the adminiftration of juftice, and the civil government here, with fuch
falaries as the crown fhall pleafe to annex, will extend minifferial
influence as much beyond its former bounds, as the late war did the
Briti/b dominions.

Bur whatever the people of Great-Britain may think on this
occafion, I hope the people of thefe colonies will unanimouily join
in this fentiment, that the late a&t of parliament is injurious to
their liberty, and that this fentiment will unite them in a firm
oppofition to it, in the fame manner as the dread of the Stamp-
A& did.

SomE perfons may imagine the fums to be raifed by it, are but
{mall, and therefore may be inclined to acquiefce under it. A
conduét more dangerous to freedom, as before has been obferved,
can never be adopted. Nothing is wanted at home but a * prE-
CEDENT, the force of which fhall be eftablithed, by the tacit fub-
miffion of the colonies. With what zeal was the ftatute erecting
the poft-office, and angther relating to the recovery of debts in
Ameriea; urged and tortured, as precedents in fupport of the Stamp-
A&, tho’ wholly inapplicable. If the parliament fucceeds in this
attempt, other ftatutes will impofe other duties. Inftead of taxing
ourfelves; as we-have been accuftomed to do, from the firft fettle-
ment of thefe provinces, all our ufual taxes will be converted inte
parliamentary taxes on our importations ; and thus the parliament
will levy upon-us fuch fums of money as they chufe to take, wwith-
out any other LIMITATION, than their PLEASURE.

WEe know how much labor and care have been beftowed by
thefe colonies, in laying taxes in {uch a manner, that they fhould
be moft eafy to the: people, by being laid on_ the proper articles ;
moft ¢gual, by being proportioned to every man’s circumitances;
and cheapeft, by the method dire@ed for colleCting them.

Buw parliamentary taxes will be laid' on us, without any con-
fideration, whether there is any eafier mode. The only point re-
garded will be, the certainty of levying the taxes, and not the con-
wenience of the people on whom they are to be levied ; and there-
fore all' ftatutes on this' head will be fuch as will be moft likely,
according to the favorite phrafe, ¢ to execure themjelves.”

Taxss

* ¢ Here may be obferved, that when any ancient law or cuftom of par-
liament is broken, and the crown pofiefied of a precedent, how difficult a thing
it is to reflore the [ubjef? again to bis FORMER FREEDOM and SAFETY.”

2d Coke’s Inft. p. 529.
¢ It is not almoft credible to forefee, when any maxim or fundamental lagw

of this realm is altered (as elfewhere hath been obferved) what dangerous in-
conweniencies do follow.” 4th Coke’s Infl, p. 41.
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T axes in every free flate have been, and ought to be, as exactly

k proportioned as is poffible to the abilities of thofe awho are to pay them.

“They cannot otherwife be ju/#. Even a Hottentot would comprehend
the unreafonablene/s of making a poor man pay as much for ¢ de-
fending ”’ the property of a rich man, as the rich man pays himfelf.

Let any perfon look into the late act of parliament, and he will
immediately perceive, that the immenfe eftates of Lord Fairfax,
Lord + Baltimore, and our Proprietaries, which are amongit his
Majefty’s other Dominions’’ to be ¢ defended, prote&ed and
fecured” by the a&, will not pay a fingle farthing for the duties
thereby impofed, except Lord Fairfax wants fome of his win-
dows glazed ; Lord Baltimore and our Proprictaries are quite fecure,
as they live in England.

I menTION thefe particular cafes, as friking inftances how far
#he late aét is a deviation from that principle of juftice, which has
fo conftantly ‘diftinguifhed our own laws on this continent, and
ought to be regarded in all laws.

MmE third confideration with our continental affemblies in lay-
ing taxes, has been the method of collefting them. T his has been
done by a few officers, with moderate allowances, under the’in-
{pe€tion of the refpective aflemblies. ~ No more was raifed from the
Jubject, than was ufed for the intended purpofes. But by the late
afl, a minifter may appoint as many officers as be pleafes for colle&t-
ing the taxes; may aflign them awbat Jalaries be thinks ¢ adequate ;”’
and they are fubject to no injpection but his own. ‘

In fhort, if the late a&t of parliament takes effe&t, thefe colo-
lonies muft dwindle down into ¢ coMMON CORPORATIONS,” as
their enemies, in the debates concerning the repeal of the Stamp-
A, firenuoufly infifted they were; and it feems not improbable that
fome future hiftorian may thus record our fall.

<« Tue eighth year of this reign was diftinguithed by & wery
memorable event, the American colonies then fubmitting, for the
FIR ST time, to be taxed by the Britifb pirliament. An attempt
of this kind had been made about two years before, but was de-
feated by the vigorous exertions of the {everal provinces, in de-
fence of their liberties. Their behavior on that occafion rendered
their name very celebrated for a fbort time all over Europe ; all
ftates being extremely attentive to a difpute between Great-Britain,
and fo confiderable a part of her dominions. For as Jhe was
thought to be grown too powerful, by the fuccefsful conclufion of
the late war fhe had been engaged in, it was hoped by many, that
as it had happened before to other kingdoms, civil difcords would

: afford

+ Maryland and Pennfylvania have been engaged in the warmeft difputes,
invorder to obtain an equal and juft taxation of their Proprietors eftates :
But this late a& of parliament does more for thofe Proprietors, than they them-
felves would venture to demand. It forally exempts them from taxation
tho’ their vaft eftates are to be ¢ facured” by the taxes of other people,
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iy afford opportunitics of revenging all the injuries fuppofed to be re-
n, ceived from her. However, the caufe of diffenfion was removed,
tnd by a repeal of the fatute that had given offence. This affair
e § rendered the suBMIssive conpucT of the colonies {o foon after,
ikl WF the more extraordinary ; there being o diffzrence between the mode
il § ~ of taxation which they oppofed, and that to which they fubmit-
fus, ted, but this, that by the firfl, they were to be continually remind-
hi; B ed that they were taxed, by certain marks Stamped on every piece of
ad | paper or parchment they ufed. The authors of shar JSlatute tri-
ey umphed greatly on this conduét of the colonies, and infifted, that
vine if the people of Great-Britain had perfifted in enforcing it, the
we, | Americans would have been, in a few months, /o fatigued with the
efforts of patriotifin, that they would have yielded obedience.
i “ CerTaIN it is, that tho’ they had Pefore' their eyes fo many
s illuftrioys examples in their mother country, of the conffant fuccefs
al f - attending frmnefs and perfeverance, in oppofition to dangerous en-
; croachments on liberty, yet they quietly gave up a point of the
s LAST IMPORTANCE. From thence the decline of their freedom
ecn N began, and its decay was extremely rapld.; for as mongy was always
g raifed upon them by the parliament, their affemblies grew imme-
e B diately #felefs, and in a fhort time contemptible : And in lefs than
v one hundred years, the people funk down mnto that tamene/s and
y Jupinengfs of fpirit, by which they ftill continue to be diftin-
pe guifthed.” '
. Et majores veftros & pofteros cogitate.
| : Remember your anceltors and your pofterity.
olo-
5 A FARMEBEDR
an)- | \
thet
o |
e
a5 | IS e movp s aen
 de-
de- IF
et | My dear CouxTRYMEN,
| HAVE feveral times, in the courfe of thefe letters, men-
iy | tioned the late a& of parliament, as being the foundation. of
W future meafures injurious to thefe colonies ; and the belief of
nof | this truth.I with to prevail, becaufe I think it neceflary to our
chat fafety.
ould A PERPETUAL jealoufy, refpetting liberty, is abfolutely requifite
ford | in all free ftates. ~ The very texture of their conftitution, in mixr
| governments, demands it. For the cautions with which power is
uth | diftributed among the feveral orders, imply, that each has that {hare
it ;

e which is proper for the general welfare, and therefore that any
" H further

....
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farther acquifition muft be pernicious. * Machiavel employs a
whole chapter in his difcourfes, to prove that a ftate, to be long
lived, muit be frequently corre@ed, and reduced to its firft prin-
ciples. But of all ftates that have exifted, there never was any,
in which this jealoufy could be more proper than in thefe colonies.
For the government here is not only mixt, but dependent, which
circumftance occafions a peculiarity in its form, of a'very delicate
nature.

Two reafons induce me to defire, that this {pirit of apprehen-
fion may be always kept up among us, in its. utmoft vigilance.
The firit is this----that as the happinefs of thefe provinces indu-
bitably confifts in their conneétion with Great-Britain, any fepara-
tion between ‘them is lefs likely to be occafioned by civil difcords,
if every difgufting meafure is oppofed firgly, and qwhile it is new :
For in this manner of proceeding, every fuch meafure is moft like-
ly to be re&ified. On the other hand, oppreflions and diffatisfac-
tions being permitted to accumulate---if ever the governed throw
off the load, they awill do more. A people does not reform with
moderation. 'The rights of the fubje&t therefore cannot be to0 often
confidered, explained or afferted : And whoever attempts tO do
this, fhews himfelf, whatever may be the rafh and peevith reflec-
tions of pretended wifdom, and pretended duty, 2 friend to zhofe
who ‘injudiciouily exercife their power, as well as to them, over
whom it is fo exercifed.

Hap all the points of prerogative claimed by Charles the Firft,
been feparately contefted and fettled in preceding reigns, his fate
would in all probability have been very differént ; and the peo-
ple would have been content with that liberty which is compatible
with regal authority. Butt he thought, it would be as dangerous
for him to give up the powers which at any time had been by
ufurpation exercifed by the crown, as thofe that were legally vefted
in it. "T'his produced an equal excefs on the part of the people.
For when their paflions were excited by multiplied grievances, they
thought it would be as dangerous for them to allow the powers
that twere legally vefted in the crown, as thofe which at any time
had been by ufurpation exercifed by it. Aés, that might by them-
felves have been upon many confiderations excufed or extenuated,
derived a contagious malignancy and odium frem other afts, with
which they were conneéted. They werenot regarded according

: ' to |

% Machiavel’s Difcawﬂ:-—-—Boook 3. Chap. 1.

4 The author is fenfible, that this is putting the gentleft conftruétion on
Charles’s condué ; and that is one reafon why he choofesit. Allowances ought
to be made for the errors of théfe men, who are acknowledged to have been
poffetfed of many virtues. The education of this unhappy prince, and his con-
fidence in men not fo good or wife as himfelf, had probably filled him with mi-
ftaken notions of his own authority, and of the confequences that would attend

conceflions of any kind to a people, who were reprefented to him, as aiming at
too much power.




to the fimple force of each, but as parts of a {yftem of oppreflion.
Every one therefore, however {fmall in itfelf, became alarming, as
an idd'itional evidence of tyrannical defigns. It was in vain for
prudent and moderate men to infift, that there was no neceflity to
abolifh royalty. Nothing lefs than the utter deftrution of monar-
chy, could fatisfy thofe who bad fuffered, and thought they had
reafon to bélieve, they always fbould fuffer under it.

TuE confequences of thefe mutual diftrufts are well known : But
there is no other people mentioned in hiftory, that Irecolle&t, who
have been fo conftantly watchful of their liberty, and fo fuccefsful
in their fruggles for it, as the Englifo. This confideration leads
me to the fecond reafon, why I ¢ defire that the {pirit of appre-
henfion may be always kept up among us in its utmg igilance.”

Tre firlt principles of government are to be 186ked for in
human nature. Some of the beft writers have aflerted, and it
feems with good reafon, that ¢ government is founded on 1 opi-
722071.”

Custom undoubtedly has a mighty force in producing opinion,
and reigns in nothing more arbitrarily than in public affairs. It
gradually reconciles us to objetts even of dread and deteftation ;
and I cannot but think thefe lines of Mr. Pope as applicable to
vice in politics, as to vice in ethics.-~—-

< Vice is a monfter of fo horrid mien,
«¢ As to be hated, needs but to be feen ;
< Yet feen too oft, familiar with her face,
_ <« We firlt endure, then pity, then embrace.”

When an 2& injurious to freedom has been once done, and the
people bear it, the repetition of it is moft likely to meet with fué-
miffion. For as the mifchief of the one was found to be tolerable,
they will hope that of the fecond will prove fo too; and they will
not regard the infamy of the laft, becaufe they are ftained with that
of the firft.

INDEED nations, in general, are not apt to #bink until they Seel 5
and therefore nations in general have loft their liberty : For as
violations of the rights of the governed, are commonly not only

Hz Jpecions,

1 ¢ OrinION is of two kinds, wiz. opinion of INTEREST, and opinion of
RIGHT. By opinion of intereft, I chiefly underftand, the fenfe of the public ad-
wantage which is reaped from government; together with the perfuafion, that the
particular government which is eftablithed, is equally advantageous with any
other, that could be eafily fettled.” =

¢¢ Right is of two kinds, right to power, and right to property. What pre-
valence opinien of the firft kind has over mankind, may eafily be underitood, by
obferving the attachment which all nations have to their antient government,
and even to thofe names which have had the fanétion of antiquity. Antiguity
always begets the opinion of right"--=-<¢ It is fuﬁicicn.tly”underﬂ\)od,ﬂthat the \
epinion of right to praperty, is of the greateft moment in all matters of govern-
ment,”’ : Hum:e's Effays.




* Jpecious, but fmall at the beginning, they fpread over the mul-
titude in fuch 2 manner, as to touch individuals but {flightly.
+ Thus they are difregarded. The power or profit that arifes from
thefe violations, centering in few perfons, is to them confiderabie.
For this reafon the gowernors having in view their particular pur-
pofes, fucceflively preferve an uniformity of conduét for attaining
them. 'They regularly encreafc the firft injuries, till at length the
inattentive people are compelled to perceive the heavinefs of their
burthens.----They begin to complain and enquire----but too late.
They find their oppreflors fo ftrengthened by fuccefs, and them-
felves fo entangled in examples of exprefs authority on the part of
their rulers, and of tacit recognition en their own part, that they
are quite coffounded : For millions entertain no ‘other idea of the
legality of power, than that it is founded on the exercife of power.
They voluntarily faften their chains, by adopting a pufillanimots
opinion, ¢ that there will be t00 much danger in attempting a re-
medy,”’-----or another opinion no lefs fatal, ¢ that the govern-
ment has a right to treat them as it does.” They then feek a
wretched relief for their minds, by perfudding thetnfelves, that to
yield their obedience, is to difcharge their dury. The deplorable
poverty of Jpirit, that proftrates all the dignity beftowed by divine
providence on our nature---of courfe juccceds.

From thefe refletions T conclude, that every free ftate fhould
inceflantly watch, and inftantly take alarm on any addition being
made to the power exercifed over them. Innumerable inftances
might be produced to thew, from what {light beginnings the moft
extenfive confequences have flowed: Butr I fhall feleét two only
from the hiftory of England.

Hexry the Seventh was the fir/# monarch of that kingdom,
who eftablifhed 2 sTanDpING BODY OF ARMED MEN. This was a
band of fifiy archers, called yeomen of the guard: And this in-
ftitation, notwithftanding the fmallhefs of the number, was, to
prevent difcontent, || «“ difguifed under pretence of majefty and
grandeur,” In 1684 the ftanding forces were fo much augmented,

that

* Omnia mala exempla ex bonis initiis orta funt,

SarrwsT, Bell, Cat. S. 30.

T ¢ The republic is always attacked with greater vigor, than it is defended ;
For the audacious and profligate, prompted by their natural enmity to it, are
eafily impelled to a& by the leaft nod of their leaders: Whereas the honeft, I
know not why, are generally flow and unwilling to fir; and neglefting always
the BEGINNINGS of things, are newer roufed to exert themfelves, but by the
Jaft neceffity : So that through irRREsOoLuTION and DELAY, when they would
be glad to compound at laft for their quieT, at the expence even of their
HONOR, they'commonly lofe them BoTH.” Cicero’s Qrat. for SExT1vus,

Such were the fentiments of this great and excellent man, whofe vaft abilities,
and the calamities of his country during his time, enabled him, by mournful
experience, to form a juft judgment on the condud of the friends and enemics
of liberty,

{| Rapin’s Hiftoryof England,
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that Rapin fays---¢ The king, in order to make his people fully
Senfible of their newv flavery, affe@ed to mufter his troops, which
amounted to 4000 well armed and difeiplined men.” I think' our
army, at this time, confifts of more than Jfewenty regiments.

The method of taxing by excise was firff introduced amidft
the convulfions of the civil wars. Extreme neceflity was pretended
for it, and its fhort continuance promifed. After the refloration,
an excile upon beer, ale and other liguors, was granted to the
+ king, one half in fee, the other for life, as an equivalent for
the court of avards. Upon Fames the Second’s acceffion, the par-
liament § gave him the firft excife, with an additional duty on awine,
tobacco, and fome other things. Since the revolution it has been
extended to falt, candles, leather, hides, hops, foap, paper, pafte-
boards, mill-boards, fcale-boards, vellum, parchment, ftarch, filks,
calicoes, linens, ftuffs, printed, flaihed, 5. wire, wrought plate,
“coffee, tea, chocolare, &5¢.

Tavs a fanding army and excife have, from their firlt flender

\origins, tho’ always bated, always feared, always oppofed, at length
fwelled up to their vaft prefent bulk.

TrEsE falls are fufficient to fupport what I have fwid. *Tis
true, that all the mifchiefs apprehended by our anceftors from a
Sfanding army and excife, have not yet happened : But it does not
follow from thence, that they awill not happen. The infide of a
houfe may catch fire, and the moft valuable apartments be ruined,
‘before ‘the flames burft out. The queftion 1in thefe cafes:is not,
what'evil htis alZually attended particular meafures---but, what evil,
in the nature of ‘things, #s lidely to attend ‘them. Certain cireum.
ftances ‘may for {ome time delay effels, ‘that wwere reafonably éxpeéi-
ed, and'that muft enfue. There was a'long iperiod, after the Ro-
mans had prorogued ‘his command ‘to * 9. Publilius Phila, before
that example deftroyed their liberty. All ‘our kings, ‘from the:re-
volation to the prefent reign, have been Joreigners.  "Uheir miniflers
generally ‘continued but a fhort ‘time in authority 13 'and they
themfelves were' mild and wirtuons ‘prifices.

A soup

t 12 Char, 11, Chap. 23 and 24.

S 1 FamesI1. Chap. 1'2nd'4.

* In the yearofithe city 428, ¢ Duo “fingulatia hiec ‘ei viro primum con-
tigere; prorogatio-imperii non ante in ullo faca, et -aéto honore triumphus,”
Liv. B. 8. Chap. 23, 26,

¢ Had the-reft of the Roman citizens imitated the example of L. Quintius,
who refufed to have hisconfulfhip continued to him, they bad neveradmitted
that cuftom of proroguing of magiftrates, and then the prolongationof  their
commands in the ‘army had never been introduced, “wwbich wery thing was at
length the ruin of that commonwvealth.” ~Muachiavels Difcourfes, B. 3. Chap. 24.

T I dont know but it may befaid, with 2 good deal of reafon, that a quick
rotation of minifters is very defirable in Great-Britain. - A minifter there has a
vaft fore of materials to work with, Long Adminifirationsare rather favorable to
the reputation of a people abroad, than to their liberty.
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- A moLp, ambitious prince, poflefled of great abilities, firmly

fixed in his throne &y dejcent, {erved by minifters like himfelf,; and

rendered either wenerable or terrible by the glory ‘of his fucceffes, may
execute what his predeceflors did not dare to attempt. Henry the
Fourth tottered in his feat during his whole reign.  Heary the Fifth
drew the ftrength of that kingdom into France, to carry on his wars
there, and left the commons at home, protefling, ¢ that the people
were not bound to ferve out of the realm.” .

It is true, that a ftrong fpirit of liberty fubfifts at prefent in
Greas-Britain, but what reliance is to be placed in the zemper of a
people, when the prince is poffefled of an unconftitutional power,
our own hiftory can fufficiently inform us. When Charles the Se-
cond had ftrengthened himfelf by the return of the garrifon of
Tangier, * England (fays Rapin) faw on a {udden an amazing re-
wolution 3 {aw herfelf firipped of all her rights and privileges, except-
ing fuch as the king fhould vouchfafe to grant her: And what is
more affonifbing, the Englifp themfelves delivered up thefe very
rights and privileges to Charles the Second, which they had fo pa/-
fionately, and, if I may fay it, furion/ly defended againft the defigns
of Charles' the Firft.” ‘This happened only #hirty-fix years after

this laft prince had been beheaded.

SomE perfons are of opinion, that liberty is not violated, but
by fuch open alls of force ; but they feem to be greatly miftaken. I
could mention a period within thefe forty years, when almoft as great
a change of difpofition was produced by the secrET meafures of
a long adminiftration, as by Charles’s violence. Liberty, perhaps,
is never expofed to fo much danger, as when the people believe
there is the leaft ; for it may be fubverted, and yet they not think fo.

Pusric difgufting als are feldom pradtifed by the ambitious,
at the beginning of their defigns. Such condu& filences and di/-
courages the weak, and the wicked, who would otherwife have
been their adwvocates or accomplices. It is of great confequence, to
‘allow thofe who, upon any account, are inclined to favor them,
fomething {pecious to Jay in their defence. Their power may be
fully eftablithed, tho’ it would not be fafe for them to do whatever
they pleafe. For there are things, which, at {fome times, even
Sflaves will not bear. Fulius Czjar, and Oliwer Cromawell, did not

dare to affume the title of king. The Grand Seignor dares not lay
The king of France dares not be a proteffant. Cer-

a new tax.

tain popular points may be left untouched, and yet freedom be ex-

tinguifhed. The commonalty of Zenice imagine themfelves free,
becaufe they are permitted to do what they ought not. But I
quit a {ubje&, that would lead me too far from my purpofe.

Ry the late a& of parliament, taxes are to be levied upon us,
for ¢ defraying the charge of the adminiftration of juftice----the
fupport of ciwvil government--——-and. the expences of defending his

Majefty’s dominions in America.”’

Ir
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Ir any man doubts what ought to be the condu& of thefe co-
lonies on this occafion, I would atk him thefe queftions.

Has not the parliament exprefly AVOWED their iNTENTION Of
raifing money from us FOR CERTAIN PURPOsES ! Is not this fcheme
popular in Great-Britain ? Will the taxes, impofed by the late adt,
anfwer thofe purpofes ? If it will, muft it not take an immenfe fum
from us ? If it will not, is it 0 be expelted, that the parliament
will not fully execute their iINTENTION When it is pleafing at bome,
and ot oppofed here ? Muft not this be done by impofing NEw
taxes # Will not every addition, thus made to our taxes, be an ad-
dition to the power of the Briti/b legiflature, by increafing the num-
ber of officers employed in the colletion ? Will not every addition-
al tax therefore render it more difficult to abrogate any of them ?
When a branch of revenue is once eftablifhed, does it not appear
to many people inwidious and undutiful, to attempt to abolifh it ?
If taxes, fufficient to accomplifb the iINTENTION of the parliament,
are impofed by the parliament, awhbat taxes will remain to be impo-
fed by our aflemblies ? If uo material taxes remain to be impofed by
them, what muft become of zbem, and the pesple they reprefent ?

* <« Jr any perfon confiders thefe things, and yet thinks our
liberties are in no danger, I wonder at that perfon’s fecurity.”

OnE other argument is to be added, which, by itfelf, I hope, will
be fufficient to convince the moft incredulous man on this con-
tinent, that the late a& of parliament is on/y defigned to be a PrE-
CEDENT, whereon the future vaffalage of thefe colonies may be
eftablifhed. ;

Every duty thereby laid on articles of Briti/b manufalure, is
laid on fome commodity, upen. the exportation of which from
Great-Britain, a drawback is payable. Thofe drawbacks, in moft
of the articles, are exactly double to the duties given by the late act.
The parliament therefore might, in balf a dozen lines, have raifed
MUCH MORE MONEY, only by fopping the draavbacks in the hands
of the officers at home, on exportation to thefe colonies, than by
this folemn impofition of taxes upon us, to be colletted here. Pro-
bably, the artful contrivers of this act formed it in this manner,
in order to referve to themfelves, in cafe of any objetions being
made to it, this fpecious pretence----¢¢ that the drawbacks are
gifts to the colonies, and that the late a&t only leflens thofe gifts.”
But the truth is, that the drawbacks are intended for the encou-
ragement and promotion of Brii/> manufatures and commerce,
and are allowed on exportation to any foreign parts, as well as on
exportation to thefe provinces. Befides, care has been taken to
{lide into the aét, fome articles on which there are no drawbacks.
However, the awhole duties laid by the late at on a4/l the articles
therein fpecified are /o fmall, that they will not amount to as much
as the drawbacks~which are allowed on part of them only. If

therefore,

EEEm——

* Demofthenes’s 2d Philippic.
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- therefore, the fum to be obtained by the late aét, had been the jfole
object in forming it, there would not have been any occaiion for
« the commons of Great-Britain, to GIVE and GRANT to his
Majefty raTes and putries for raifing a revenye 18 bis Majefly’s
dominions in America, for making a more certain and adequate
provifion for defraying the charges of the adminiftration of juftice,
the fupport of civil government, and the expence of defending the
faid dominions ;”’---nor would there have been any occafion for an
t+ expenfive board of commiflioners, and all the other new charges
to which we are made liable.

Urox the whole, for my part, I regard the late att as an expe-
riment made of owr difpofition. It is a bird fent out over the wa-
ters, to difcover, whether the waves, that lately agitated this part
of the world with fuch violence, are yet fubfided. If this adven-
turer gets footing here, we fhall quickly find it to be of the
1 kind defcribed by the poet.

£< Iﬂﬁ’lz’x vates.”’
A direfyl foreteller of future calamities.

A FARMER.

+ The expence of this board, I am informed, is between Four and Five Thou-
fand Pounds Sterling a year. The eftablifiment of officers, for colleing the
revenue in America, amounted before to Seven Thoufand Six Hundred Pounds
per angum and yet, fays the author of ¢ The regulation of the colonies,”
¢ the whole remittance from a// the taxes in the colonies, at an average of thirty
years, has not amouated to One Thoufand Nine Hundred Pounds a year, and
in that fum Seven or Bight Hundred Pounds per anmum only, have been re-
mitted from North-America.”

The fmallnefs of the revenue arifing from the duties in Americz, demonftrates
that they were intended only as REGULATIONS OF TRADE: And canany
perfon be fo blind to truth, fo dull of apprehenfion in a matter of unfpeakable
importance to his country, as to imagine, that the board of commiflioners lately
eftablifhed at fuch a charge, fis inftituted to aflift in colleéting One Thoufand
Nine Hundred Pounds a year, or the trifling duties impofed by the late a&t?
Surely every man on this continent muft perceive, that they are eftablifhed for
the care of a NEW SYSTEM OF REVENUE, which is but now begun,

T ¢ Dira calwno,” &c. Virgil, Aineid 3.
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My dear CountrYMEN,

OME fates have loft their lLiberty by particular gecidents »
S But this calamity is generally owing to the decay of wirtue.
A people is travelling faft to deftru&tion, when individuals
confider #heir interefls as diftin& from thofe of the public. Such no-
tions are fatal to their country, and to themfelves. Yet how many
are there, {0 aveat and fordid as to think they perform a// the offices
of life, if they carneftly endeavor to encreafe their own wealth,
power, and crediz, without the leaft regard for the fociety, under
the prote&tion of which they live; who, if they can make an 7m-
mediate profit to themfelves, by lending their affiftance to'thofe, whofe
projeéts plainly tend to the injury of their country, rejoice in' their
dexterity, and believe themfelves entitled to the chara@er of wbi
politicians. Miferable men! Of whom it is hard to fay, whethet
they ought to be moft the objedts of pizy or contempt ¢ But whofe
opinions are certainly as deteflable, as their pra@ices are deftructive.
Tuo’ I always refle®, with a high pleafure, on the integrity
and underftanding of my countrymen, which, joined with a pure
and humble devotion to the great and gracious author of every
blefling they enjoy, will, I hope, enfure to them, and their pofte-
rity, all temporal and eternal happinefs; yet when I confider, that
in every age and country there have been bad men,’ my heart, at
this threatening period, ‘is fo full of apprehenfion, as not to permit
me to believe, but that there may be fome on this continent,
againft awhom you ought to be upon Jour guard----Men, who either *
: I : hold,

# It is not intended by thefe words, to throw any refle@ion upon gentlemen,
becaufe they are pofilefied of offices: For many of them are certainly men of
virtue, and lovers of their country. But fuppofed obligations of gratitude, and
bonor, may induce them to be filent. Whether thefe obligations eughr to be re-
garded or not, is not fo much to be confidered by others, in the judgment they
form of thefe gentlemen, as whether they think they ought to be regarded. Per.
haps, therefore, we fhall 2& in the propereft manner towards them, if we nej-
ther reproach nor imitate them, The perfons meant in this letter, are the bafe
fpirited avretches, who may endeavor to diffinguifp themfelues, by their fordid zeal
in defending and promoting meafures, which they know, beyond all queftion, to be
defirudive to the juft rights and true interefls of their country. It is fearcely pof-
fible to fpeak of thefe men with any degree of patience----1t isfcarcely poffible to
fpeak of them with any degree of propriety----For no words can truly defcribe
their guilt and meannefs----But every honeft bofom, on their being mentioned,
will feel what cannot be expreffed.

If their wickednefs did not blind them, they might perceive along the coaft
of thefe colonies, many men, remarkable inftances of wrecked ambition, who
after diflinguifbing themfelves in_the fupport of the Stamp-Ag, by a courageous
contempt of their country, and of juftice, have been left to linger out cheir

miferable
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hold, ‘or expec to hold certain advantages, by fetting examples of
{ervility to their countrymen.----Men, who trained to the employ-
ment, or felf taught by a natural verfatility of genius, ferve as
decoys for drawing the innocent and unwary into {nares. It is not
to be doubted but that fuch men will diligently beftir themfelves
on this and every like occafion, to fpread the infection of their
meannefs as far as they can. On the plans by have adopted, this
is their courfe. This is the method to recommend themfelves to
their patrons.

Frow them we fhall learn, how pleafant and profitable a thing it
is, to be for our sSUBMISSIVE behavior avell fpoken of at St. Fames’s,
or St. Stephen’s ; at Guildhall, or the Royal Exchange. Specious
fallacies will be dreft up with all the arts of delufion, to perfuade
one colony ¢4 diftinguifly herfelf from another, by unbecoming con-
defcenfions, «which avill ferve the ambitious purpofes of great men 2t
tiome, and therefore will be thought by them 7o eatitle their affiftants
in obtaining them to confiderable rewards.

Our fears will be excited. Our hopes will be awakened. It
will be infinuated to us, with a plaufible affetation of awi/dorm and
concern, how pradent it is to pleafe the power ful-—----- how dangerous
to provoke them----and then comes in the perpetual incantation
that freezes up every generous purpofe of the foul in cold, inative
expe@ation---¢ that if thereis any requeft to be made, compliance
will obtain a favorable attention.”

OuRr wigilance and our union are Juccefs and. fafety.  Our negli-
gence and our divifion are diftrefs and death. They are awor/e-—-—-
They are fbame and flavery. Let us equally, fhun the benumbing

: ’ ftillnefs

miferable exiftence, without a government, colle@orfhip, fecretarythip, or any
other commiffion, to.confole them as awell as it could, for lofs of virtue and re-
putation----while numberlefs offices have been beftowed in thefe colonies on

. people from Great-Britain, and new ones are continually invented, to be thus
beftowed. As a few great prizes are put into a lottery to TEMP T multitudes tq
lofe, fo bere and there an American has been raifed to a good poft

2

¢ Apparent rari nantes in gurgite vafto.’
Mr. Greenvillke, indeed, in order to recommend the Stamp- A&, had the unequal-
led generofity, to pour down a golden fhower of offices upon Americans; and
yet thefe ungrateful colonies did not thank Mr, Greenwille for thewing his kind-
nefs to their countrymen, nor ther for accepting it. How muft that great
fatefman have been furprized, to find, that the unpolifhed colonies could not
be reconciled to infamy by treachery? Such a bountiful difpofition towards us
never appeared in any minifter before him, and probably never will appear
again: For it is evident, that fuch a [yftem of policy is to be eftablifhed on this
continent, as, in a fhort time, is to render it utterly unneceflary to ufe the leaft
art in order to conciliate our approbation of any meafures. Scme of our coun-
trymen may te employed to fix chains upon us, but they will never be per-
mitted to bold them afterwards. So that the utmoft, that any of them can
expe@, isonly a temporary provifion, that may expire in their own time; but
which they may be affired, will preclude their children from having any confi-
deration paid to them. NaTives of America muft fink into total NEGLECT
and coNTEMPT, the moment that THEIR €ouNTRY lofes the contitutional
powers fhe now pofieties,




ftillnefs of overweening flork, and the feverith ativity of that 7/
informed zeal, which bufies itfelf in maintaining Jttle, mean and
narrow opinions. Let us, with a truly wife generofity and charity,
banith and difcourage ‘all illiberal diftinétions, which may arife
from differences in Jfituation, forms of government, or modes of rel;-
gion. Let us confider ourfelves as m EN---FREEMEN---CHRISTIAN
FREEMEN----/eparated from the reff of the aworld, and Sirmly boind
together by the fame rights, interefts and dangers. Let thefe keep
our attention inflexibly fixed on the crEeaT OBJECTS, which we
muft CONTINUALLY REGARD, in order to preferve thofe rights, to
promate thofe interefts, and to awvers thofe dangers.

Ler thefe #ruths be indelibly imprefled on our minds----zha# ave
cannot be BAPPY, without being FREE----that we cannot be free,
without being fecure in our property----that awe cannot be fecure in
our property, if, aithout our confent, others may, as by right, take
it awagy----that zaxes impofed on us by parliament, do thus take it
away----that duties laid Jor the fole purpofe of raifing money, are
taxes----that attemprs to lay fuch duties foxld be inflantly and firmly
oppofed----that this oppofition can never be efieCtual, wnlefs it is the
united effort of thefe provinces-—--that therefore BENEVOLENCE o
temper towards each other, and UNANIMITY of counfels, are effential
to the welfare of the whole----and laftly, that for this reafon, every
man amongft us, who in any manner would encourage either 4;/2
Jenfion, diffidence, or indifference, between thefe colonies, is an ene-
my to himfelf, and to his country.

TuE belief of thefe truths, I verily think, my countrymen, is
indifpenfably neceffary to your happinefs. 1 befeech you, there-
fore, + < teach them diligently unto your children, and talk of
them when you fit in your houfes, and when you walk by the way,
and when you lie down, and when you rife up.”

WaaT have thefe colonies to afk, while they continue free ?
Or what have they to dread, but-infidious attempts to fubvert
their freedom ? Their profperity does not depend on minifterial fa-
wors doled out to particular provinces, They form one political body,
of which each colony is a member. Their bappinefs 1s founded on their
conflitution ; and is to be promoted, by preferving that conflitu-
tion in unabated vigor, throughout every part. A {pot, a fpeck of
decay, however {mall the limb on which it appears, and however
remote it may feem from the vitals, thould be alarming. We
have all the rights requifite for our profperity. 'The legal authority
of Great-Britain may indeed lay hard reftrictions upon us; but,
like the fpear of Telephus, it will cure as well as wound. Her un-
kindnefs will inftruét and compel us, after fome time, to difcover,
in our induftry and Srugality, furprifing remedies----if our rights
continue unviolated : For as long as the producis of our laber, and

Ly the

" + Deuteron. vi, >




L e e e e s etad

B

the rewwards of our care, can properly be called our own, fo long it
will be worth our while to be induffrious and fragal. But if when
we plow---{ow---reap---gather---and threfh---we find, that we plow
-—-fow---reap---gather---and threfh for others, whofe PLEASURE
is to be the SOLE LIMITATION bow much they fhall take,
and how much they fhall leave, wry fhould we repeat the unpro-
fitable toil ? Horfes and oxen are content with that portion of the
Jruits of their aworky which their owners aflign them, in order to
keep them ftrong enough to raife fucceflive crops; but even thefe
beafts will not fubmit to draw for their mafters, until they are fub-
dued by whips and goads. 8

Ler us take care of our rights, and we therein take care of our
profperity.  * ¢ SLAVERY IS EVER PRECEDED
BY SLEEP.” Individuals may be dependent on minifters, if
they pleafe. STATES sHOULD SCORN IT 3----and if yoz are not
wanting #o yourfelves, you will have a proper regard paid you by
thofe, to whom if you are mot refpectable, you will be guntemptible.

if we bave already forgot the reajons that urged us,
with unexampled unanimity, to exert ourfelves two years, ago----if
our zeal for the public good is aworn out before the homefpun cloaths,
which it caufed us to have made----if our refolutions are fo faint, as
by our prefent condué to condemn our own late fuccefsful example---
if ae are not affefed by any reverence for the memoty of our an-
ceftors, who tranfmitted to us that freedom in which they had been
bleft--—--if we are mot  animated by any regard for pofterity, to. .
whom, by the moft facred obligations, we are bound to deliver
down the invaluable inheritance----THEN, indeed, ‘any miniffer----
or any Zool of a minifter----or any creature of a tool of a minifter
—-—-vr any lower + infbrument of 1 adminiftration; if -lower there be,
is a perfonage whom it may be dangerous to offend. Segs
' L : IsmaLL

%' Wlomsefyuien’s Spirit of Laws, Book 14, Chap. 13.

+ ¢ Infirumenta regni.”’ Tacitus’s Ann. Book 12, § 66,

1 If any perfon fhall imagine that he difcovers, in thefe letters, the leaft
diflike of the dependence of thefe colonies on Great-Britain, 1 beg that fuch
perfon will not form any judgment on particular expreffions, but will confider the
tenor of all the letters taken together., In that cafe, I flatter myfelf, that every
unprejudiced reader will be conwinced, that the true interefts of Great-Britain
are as dear to me, as they ought to be to every good fubject. : =

If I am an Emhufiaff in any thing, it isin my zeal for the perpetual dependence
of thefe colonies on their mother country.---A dependence founded on mutual
benefits, the continuance of which can be fecured only by mutual: affections.
Therefore it is, that with extreme apprehenfion T view the fmalleft feeds of dif-
content, which are unwarily fcattéred abroad.” Fifty or Sixty years will make
aftonithing alterations in thefe colonies ; and this confideration fhould render it
the bufinefs of GreaziBritain more and more to cultivate our good difpofitions
towards her: Butthe misfortune is, that thofe great men, who-are wreftling for
power at home, think themfelves very flightly interefted in the profperity of
their country Fifty or Sixty years hence, but are deeply concerned in blowing up
a popular clamor for fuppofed immediate advantages,

For
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I smaLL be extremely forry, if any man miftakes my meaning
in any thing I have faid. Officers employed by the crown, are,
while according to the laws they condut themfelves, entitled to
legal obedience, and fincere refpeét. Thefe it is a duty to render
them ; and thefe no good or prudent perfon will withhold. But
when thefe officers, thro’ rafhnefs or defign, defire to enlarge their’
authority beyond its due limits, and expeét improper conceflions to
be made to them, from regard for the employments they bear,
their attempts fhould be confidered as equal injuries to the crown
and people, and fhould be courageouifly and conftantly oppofed.
To {uffer our ideas to be confounded by zames on fuch occafions,
would certainly be an inexcufable weaknefs, and probably an irre-
mediable error.

W have reafon to believe, that feveral of his Majefty’s prefent
minifters are good men, and friends to our country; and it feems
not unlikely, that by a particular concurrence of events, we have
been treated a little more feverely than they withed we fhould be.
T hey might not think it prudent to ftem a torrent. But what is
the difference to us, whether arbitrary alts take their rife from
minifters, or are permitted by them ? Ought any point to be allow-
ed to * a good minifter, that fhould be denied to a bad one ? The
mortality of minifters, is a very frail mortality. A
fucceed a Shelburne----A may fucceed a Conway.

We

For my part, I regard Great-Britain as a Bulwark, happily fixed between thefe
colonies and the powerful nations of Ewurope. That kingdom remaining fafe,
we, under its protection, enjoying peace, may diffufe the bleflings of religion,
fcience, and liberty, thro’ remote wildernefles. It is therefore inconteftably
our duty, and our interef}, to fupport the firength of Grear-Britain. When con-
fiding in that flrength, fhe begins to forget from whence it arofe, it will be an
eafy thing to thew the fource, She may readily be reminded of the loud alarm
fpread among her merchants and tradefmen, by the univerfal aflociation of
thefe colonies, at the time of 'the Stamp-Af, not to import any of her ma-
NUFACTURES.

In the year 1718, the Ruffians and Swedes entered into an agreement, not to
{uffer Great-Britain-to expeit any NAvAL STORES from their dominions but
in Ruffian or Swedifb {hips, and at their own prices. Great-Britain was diftref-

- Afed. - Pitch and tar rofe to Three Pounds a barrel, At length fhe thought of
getting thefe articles from the colonies; and the attempt fucceeding, they fell
down’to Fifteen Shillings. In the year 1756, Great-Britain was threatened with
an invafion,” An eafterly wind blowing for fix weeks, fhe could not man her
fleet, and the whole nation was thrown into the utmoft confternation, The
wind changed. The American thips arrived. The fleet failed in ten or fifteen

. days. There are fome other refletions on this fubjet, worthy of the moft de-
‘liberate attention of the Briri/p parliament; but they are of fuch a nature,
that I do not chufe to mention them publicly. I thought it my duty, in the
year 1765, while the Stamp-4¢ was in fufpence, to write my fentiments to-a
gentleman of great influence at home, who afterwards diftinguithed himfelf, by
efpoufing our caufe, in.the debates concerning the repeal of that a&.

*. Ubi imperium ad ignaros aut minus bonos pervenit; nowum illud exemplum,
ab dignis & idoneis, ad indignos & non idoneos transfertur.

Sall, Bell, Cat, § so.
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W find a new kind of minifter lately fpoken of at home

¢« THE MINISTER OF ‘THE HOUSE OoF commons.” The term

. {feems to have peculiar propriety when referfed to thefe colonies,
avith a different meaning annexed to it, from that in which it is taken
there. By the word ¢ minifter ”” we may underftand not only a
Sfervant of the crown, but a man of influence among the commons;
who regard themfelves as having a fhare in the jovercignty over us.
The ¢ minifter or the houfe”” may, in a point refpetting the co-
Jonies, be fo ftrong, that the minifter of the crown i» the houfe,
if he is a diftin& perfon, may not choofe, even where his fenti-
ments are favorable to us, to come to a pitched battle upon our
account. For tho’ I have the higheft opinion of the deference of
the houfe for the King’s minifter, yet he may be {o good natured,
as not to put it to the teft, except it be for the mere and immediate
profit of his mafter or himfelf.

Burt whatever kind of minifter he is, that attempts to innovate
a fingle iota in the privileges of thefe colonies, him I hope you
will undauntedly oppofe ; and that you will never {uffer yourfelves to
be either cheared or frightened into any unworthy objfequioufnefs. On
fuch emergencies you may f{urely, without prefumption, believe,
that ALMIGHTY GOD himfelf will look down upon your
righteous conteft with gracious approbation. You will be a
<< band of brothers,” cemented by the deareft ties,----and ftrength-
ened with inconceivable fupplies of force and conftancy, .by that
{fympathetic ardor, which animates good men, confederated in a
good caufe. Your honor and avelfare'will be, as they now are, mioft
intimately concerned ; and befides----you are affigned by divine pro-
widence, in the appointed order of things, the protefors of unborn
ages, whofe fare depends upon. your wiriue. Whether zhey fhall
arife the generous and indifputable heirs of the nobleft patrimonies,
or the daffardly and hereditary drudges of imperious tafk-mafters,
YOU MUST DETERMINE.

To difcharge this double duty to your/elves, and to your pofferity,
you have nothing to do, but to call forth into ufe the good fenfe
and fpirit of which you are poffefied. You have nothing to do,
but to condult your affairs peaceably----prudently----firmly----jointly.
By thefe means you will fupport the charater of freemen, without
lofing that of faithful fubjecis--—-a good charafter in any govern-
ment--—one of the beft under a Britifb government. ----You will
prove, that Americans have that true magnanimity of {oul, that can
refent injuries, without falling into rage; and that tho’ your
devotion- to Great-Britain is the moft affetionate, yet you can
make PROPER DISTINCTIONS, and know what you owe fo your-
felwes, as well as #o ber----You will, at the {fame time that you ad-
vance your iutereffs, advance your reputation----You will convince
the world of the juftice of your demands, and the purity of your
intentions.-—-While all mankind muft, with unceafing applaufes, con-

fefs,
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fefs, that you indeed pEsERrVE liberty, who {o well underfland it,
{o paffionately lowe it, {o temperately enjoy it, and fo awifely, bravely,
and wirtuoufly affert,” maintain, and defend it.
¢ Certe ego libertatem, que mihi a parente meo tradita eft, experiar :
Verum id fruftra an ob rem faciam, in wefira manu fitum eff,
quirites.”’ :
For my part, Iam refolved to contend for the liberty delivered
down to me by my anceftors; but whether I fhall do it ef~
fe€tually or not, depends on you, my countrymen.
¢ How little foever one is able to write, yet when the liber-
ties of one’s country are threatened, it is ftill more difficuit
to be filent.”
A FARMER.

Is there not the ftrongeft probability, that if the univerfal
fenfe of thefe colonies is immediately expreffed by resoLves of
the affemblies, in fupport of their rights, by insTrRuUcTIONS tO
their agents on the fubjed, and by peTiTIONS tO the crown and
parliament for redrefs, thefe meafures will have the fame fucces
now, that they had in the time of the Stamp-4a.

D.

The - E N D.
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