miferable, {0 fhould not any honeft man fupprefs his fentiments
concerning freedom, however fmall their influence is likely to be.
Perhaps he ¢ may touch fome wheel, * » that will have an effeét
greater than he could reafonably exped.’

Tugse being my f{entiments, I am encouraged to offer to you,
my countrymen, my thoughts on fome late tranfaltions, that ap-
pear to me to be of the utmoft importance to you. Confcious of
my own defe&ts, I have waited fome time, in expe@ation of feein
the {ubje&t treated by perfons much.better qualified for the tafk’;
but being therein difappointed, and apprehenfive that longer de-
lays will be injurious, I ventire at length to requeft the attention
of the public, praying, that thefe lines may be read with the {ame
zeal for the happinefs of Britifb America, with which they were wwroze.

WitH a good deal of furprize I have obferved, that little no-
tice has been taken of an alt of parliament, as injurious in its
principle to the liberties of thefe colonies, as the Sramp-AF was :
i mean the a for fufpending the legiflation of Neaww-Yoré.

. Tae aflembly of that government complied with a former a&t
of parliament, requiring certain provifions to be made for the
troops in America, in every particular, I think, except the articles
of falt, pepper and vinegar. In my opinion they afted impru-
dently, confidering all circumftances, in not complying fo far as
would have given fatisfattion, as feveral colonies did : But my dif=
like of their condu& in that inftance, has not blinded me {fo much,
that I cannot plainly perceive, that they have been punifhed in a
manner pernicious to American freedom, and juitly alarming to all
the colonies. ,

Ir the Briti/b parliament has a legal authority to iffue an order,

“that we fhall furnith a fingle article for the troops here, and to
compel obedience to tbar order, they have the fame right to iflue
an order for us to fupply thole troops with arms, cloaths, and
every neceflary ; and to compel obedience to that order alfo; in
fhort, to lay any burthens they pleafe upon us. What is this but
taxing Us. at a certain fum, and leaving to us only the manner of
raifing it? How is this mode more tolerable than the Szamp-A4s 2
Would that att have appeared more plcafing to Americans, if being
ordered thereby to raife the {fum total of the taxes, the mighty pri-
vilege had, been left to them, of faying how much fhould be paid
for an inftrument of 'writing on paper, and how much for another
on parchment? «

An a&t of parliament, commanding us to do a certain thing, if
it has any validity, is a zay upon us for the expence that accrues
in complying with it ; and for this reafon, I believe, every colony
on the continent, that chofe to give a mark of their refpe& for
Great-Britain, in complying with the aét relating to the troops,

cautioudly
% Borr, :
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