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My dear COUNTRY MEN,

HERE is another late a&t of parliament, which appears

to me to be unconftitutional, and as deftrutive to the Li-

berty of thefe colonies, as that mentioned in my laft let-
ter ; that is, the at for granting the duties on paper, glafs, &Jc.

Tue parliament unqueftionably poflefies a legal anthority to re-
gulate the trade of Great-Britain, and all her colonies. Such an
authority is effential to the relation between a mother country and
her colonies; and neceflary for the common good of all. He,
who confiders thefe provinces as ftates diftinct from the Britifh Em-
pire, has very flender notions of juffice, or of their interefts. We
are but parts of a whole; and therefore there muft exift a power
fomewhere to prefide, and preferve the conneétion in due oxder.
This power is lodged in the parliament; and we are as much de-
pendent on Great-Britain, as a perfe@ily free people can beon
another.

I uave looked over ewery fatute relating to thefe colonies, from
their firft fettlement to this time;. and I find every one of them
founded on this principle, till'the Szamp- A% adminiftration *. 44/

before,

# For the fatisfaction of the reader, recitals from the former adks of parlia-
ment relating to thefe colonies are added. By comparing thefe with the modern
alts, he will perceive their great difference in expreffion and intention.

The 12th Cha. Chap, 18, which forms the foundation of the laws relating
to our trade, by enading that certain produtions of the colonies fhould be car-
ried to England only, ‘and that no goods fhall be imported from the plantations
but in fhips belonging to England, Ireland, Wales, Berwick, or the Piantations,
&c. 'begins thus: ¢ For the increafe of fbipping, and encouragement of the naviga-
zion of this mation, wherein, under the good providence and proteétion of
GO0 D, the wealth, fafery, and firength of this kingdom .is'fo much con-
cerned,” &c.

The 15th Cha, II, Chap. 7, enforcing the fame regulation, affigns thefe rea-
fons for it. ¢ In regard his Majefty’s plantations, beyond the feas, are inha-
bited and peopled by his fubjeéts of this his kingdom of Englandy for the
maintaining a greater corref[pondence and kindnefs betaveen them, and keeping them
ina firmer dependence upon it, and rendering them yet more beneficial and ad-
vantageous unto it, in the further employmens and increafe of Englith fbipping and
feamen, vent of Englifb woollen, and other manufattures ad commodities, ren-
dering the navigation to and from the f[ame more [afe and cheap, and making this
kingdom a flaple, not only of the commodities of thofe plantations, but alfo of the
commodities of other countries and places for the [upplying of them; and it being
the ufage of other nations to keep their plantations trade to themfelves,” &e.

The 25th Cha. II. Chap, 7, made exprefly ¢ for the better Securing the planta-
tion trade,” which impofes duties on certain commodities exported from one
colony to another, mentions this caufe for impofing them: ¢ Whereas by ore
a&t, pafled in the 12th year of, your Majefty’s reign, intituled, An a& for en-
touragement of [bipping and nawvigation, and by feveral other laws, paffed fince

that
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