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promote the general welfare. The raifing a revenue thereby was
never intended. Thus the King, by his judges in his courts of
jultice, impofes fines, which all together amount to a very confi-
derable fum, and contribute to the fupport of government': But
this is merely a confequence arifing from reftritions, that only
meant to keep peace, and prevent confufion; and furely a man
would argue very loofely, who thould conclude from hence, that
the King has a right to levy money in general upon his fubjeéts,
Never did the Brizzfb parliament, till the period 4bove mentioned,
think of impofing duties in Jmerica, FOR THE PURPOSE OF
RAISING A REVENUE. Mr, Greenville firlt introduced this lan-
guage, in the preamble to the 4th of Geo, III. Chap. 15, which has
thefe words---¢“ And whereas it is juft and neceffary that o REVE-
NUE BE RAISED IN YOUR MAJESTY’S SAID DOMINIONS IN AME-
RICA, for defraying the expences of defending, proteliing, and ﬁc-uriikg
the jame : We your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeéts, TuE
coMMONs OF . GREAT-BrITAIN, in parliament affembled, being
defirous to make fome provifion in this prefent {eflion of parliament

TOWARDS RAISING THE SAID REVENUE IN AMERICA, have res
folved 'to G1vE and GraNT unto yaur Majefty the feveral rates and
duties herein after mentioned,” 5. '

A rEw months after came the Stamp- A2, which reciting this,
Proceeds in the fame ftrange mode of expreflion, thus----¢ And
whereas it is juft and necefiary, that provifion be made ¥or rai1-
SING A FURTHER REVENUE WITHIN YOUR MajEsTy’s pomi-
NIONS IN AMERICA, fowards defraying the Jaid expences, we your
Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjeéts, the commons oF
GrEAT-BRITAIN, P2, GIvE and cranT,” Fc. as before.

Tue laft a&t, granting duties upon paper, &Jc. carefully purfues
thefe modern precedents, The preamble is, ‘* Whereas it is ex-
pedient THAT A REVENUE SHOULD BE RAISED IN YOUR Maje-
STY’S DOMINIONS IN AMERICA, for making a more certain and
adequate provifion for defraying the charge of the adminiftration of
Juflice, and the fupport of ciwil government in fuch provinces, where
it fball be found necefary ;5 and toavards the further defraying the
expeuces of defending, -proteting and: fecuring the jaid dominions, we
your Majefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, the commons or
GreAT-BriTarn, &+ 61veE and craxt,” ¢ as before.

Here we may obferve an authority expré/ly claimed and exerted
to impofe duties on thefe colonies; not for the regulation of trade ;

B not
MEDY WHEREQF; AND POR THE GOOD AND WELFARE OF YOUR MA-
JESTY's supjecTs;” &,

The 2gth Ges. II. Chap. 26, and the 1ft Geo. 1I1. Chap. ¢, which continue
the 6th Geo, II. Chap. 13, declare, that the faid aét hath, by experience, been
found ufefu! and beneficial, &c. Thefe are all the moft confiderable ftatutes re-
lating to the commerce of the colonies; amd it is thought to be utterly unne-
ceflary to add any obfervations to thefe extrats, to prove that they were all
intended Jolely as regulations of trade.
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