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not for the prefervation or promotion of a mutually beneficial in-
tercourfe between the feveral conftituent parts of the empire, here-
tofore the fole objefts of parliamentary inftitutions; dut Jor the
Jingle purpofe of levying money upon us. :

Tris I call an * innovation ; and a moft dangerous innovation,
It may perhaps be objected, that Grear-Britain has a right to lay
what duties fhe pleafes upon her + exports,- and it makes no dif-
ference to us, whether they are paid here or there.

‘To this I anfwer. Thefe colonies require many things for
their ufe, which the laws of Greas-Britain prohibit them from
getting any where but from her. Such are paper and glafs.

Tuar we may legally be bound to pay any general duties on
thefe commodities relative to the regulation of trade, is granted ;
but we being obliged by her laws to take them from Great-Britain,
any fpecial duties impofed on_their exportation fo us only, with in-
tention 1o vaife @ revenue from us only, are as much zaxes upon us,
as thofe impofed by the Stamp- 42,

Whar is the difference in jubffance and right, whether the fame
{um is raifed upon us by the rates mentioned in the Stamp- A&, on
the #/¢ of paper, or by thefe duties, on the importation of it. It is
only the edition of a former book, fhifting a fentence from the
end to the beginning. ,

Surposk the duties were made payable in Great-Britain ? .

It fignifies nothing to us, whether they are to be paid here or
there. Had the Stamp-A42 direfted, that all the paper fhould be
landed at Florida, and the duties paid there, before it was brought
to the Britifb colonies, would the a& have raifed lefs money upon
us, or have been lefs deftru&ive of our rights ? By no means :
For as we were under a neceflity of ufing the paper, we fhould
have been under the neceflity of paying the duties. Thus, in the
prefent cafe, a like nece/fity will fubje& us, if this a& continues in
force, to the payment of the duties now impofed.

Wy was the Sramp-A% then fo pernicious to freedom ? It did
not enact, that every man in the colonies Spould buy a4 certain

quantity

* €It is worthy obfervation how quietly fubfidies, granted in forms ufwal
and accuftismable (though heavy) are borne; fuch a power hath ufe and cuftom.
On the other fide, what difcontentments and difturbances fubfidies Sframed in a
#new mould do raife (SUCH AN INBRED HATRED NOVELTY DOTH HATCH)
is evident by examples of former times.”” Lord Cots’s 2d Inftitute, p. 33.

T Some people think that Great-Britain has the fame right to impofe duties
on the exports to thefe colonies, as on the exports to Spain and Portugal, &c,
Such perfons attend fo much to the idea of exportation, that they entirely drop
that of the conneétion betqveen the mother country and ber colonies. 1f Great-Britain
had always claimed, and exercifed an authority to compel Spain-and Portugal to
ymport manufadtures from her only, the cafes would be parallel : But as the
never prefended to fuch a right, they are at liberty get them where they pleafe ;
and if they chufe t6 take them from her, rather than from other nations, they
woluntarily confent to pay the duties impofed on them, .
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