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My dear CounTRYMEN,

RE JOICE to find that my two former letters to you, have
I been generally received with {fo much favor by fuch of you,

whofe fentiments I have had an opportunity of knowing.
Could you look into my heart, you would inftantly perceive a
zealous attachment to your interefts, and a lively refentment of
every infult and injury offered to you, to be the motives that
have engaged me to addrefs you.

I aM no further concerned in any thing affe®ting Admerica, than
any one of you; and when liberty leaves it, I can quit it much
more conveniently than moft of you: But while Divine Providence,
that gave me exiftence in a land of freedom, permits my head to
think, my lips to {peak, and my hand to move, I fhall fo highly
and gratefully value the blefling received, as to take care, that my
filence and inacivity fhall not give my implied affent to any aét,
degrading my brethren and myfelf from the birthright, wherewith
heaven itlelf ¢ bath made us free*.”

Sorry I am to learn, that there are fome few perfons, who
fhake their heads with folemn motion, and pretend to wonder,
what can be the meaning of thefe letters. ¢ Greaz-Britain,”' they
fay, ¢ is too powerful to contend with ; fhe is determined to op-
prefs us; it is in vain to fpeak of right on one fide, when there is

ower on the other; when we are ftrong enough to refift, we
fhall attempt it ; but now we are not ftrong enough, and therefore
we had better be quiet; it fignifies nothing to convince us that our
rights are invaded, when we cannot defend them; andif we thould
get into riots and tumults about the late a&, it will only draw
down heavier difpleafure upon us.” :

Waaat can fuch men defign? What do their grave obfervations
amount to, but this----¢¢ that thefe colonies, totally regardlefs of
their liberties, thould commit them, with humble refignation, to
thance, time, and the tender mercies of minifters.” ‘

Arg thefe men ignorant, that ufurpations, which might have
been fuccefsfully oppofed at firft, acquire ftrength by continuance,
and thus become irrefiftable? Do they condemn the conduét of
thefe colonies, concerning the Stamp-AZ?2 Or have they forgot its
fuccefsful iffue ? Ought the colonies at that time, inftead of aéting
as they did, to have trufted for relief to the fortuitous events of
futurity ? If it is needlefs ¢ to fpeak of rights” now, it was as
needlefs then. If the behavior of the colonies was prudent and
glorious then, and fuccefsful too; it will be equally prudent and

glorious

* CGAL, V. I,




	am1768dic-1773-o-2-c-014

