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lorious to a& in the fame manner now, if our rights are equally
invaded, and may be as fuccefsful. Therefore it becomes neceffary
to enquire, whether ¢“ our rights ar¢ invaded.” To talk of ¢ de-
fending” them, as if they could be no otherwife ¢ defended’’ than
by arms, is as much out of the way, as if a man having a choice
of feveral roads to reach his journey’s end, fhould prefer the worft,
for no other reafon, but becaufe it 75 the worft.

As to  riots and tumults,” the gentlemen who are fo appre-
henfive of them, are much miftaken, if they think, that grievan-
ces cannot be redreffed without fuch affiftance. :

I wirs now tell the gentlemen, what is ¢ the meaning of thefe
letters.” 'The meaning of them is, to convince the people of thefe
colonies, that they are at this moment expofed to the moft imminent
dangers ; and to perfuade them immediately, vigorouily, and una-
nimoufly, to exert themfelves, in the moft firm, but moft peaceable
manner, for obtaining relief. :

TrE caufe of liberty is a caufe of too much dignity, to be fullied
by turbulence and tumult. It ought to be maintained in a manner
fuitable to her nature. Thofe who engage in it, fhould breathe 2
fedate, yet fervent {pirit, animating them to ations of prudence,

. juftice, modefty, bravery, humanity and magnanimity.

To fuch a wonderful degree were the antient Spartans, as brave
and free a people as ever exifted, infpired by this happy tempera-
ture of foul, that rejedting even in their battles the ufe of trumpets,
and other inftruments for exciting heat and rage, they marched up
to {cenes of havock, and horror *, with the found of flutes, to the
tunes of which their fteps kept pace----¢¢ exhibiting,” as Plutarch
fays, < at once a terrible and delightful fight, and proceeding with
a deliberate valor, full of hope and good aflurance, as if fome di-
vinity had fenfibly affifted them.”

I sorE, my dear countrymen, that you will, in every colony,
be upon your guard againft thofe, who may at any time endeavor
to {tir you up, under pretences of patriotifm, to any meafures dif-
refpeftful to our Sovereign and our mother country. Hot, rafh,
diforderly proceedings, injure the reputation of a people, as to
wifdom, valor and virtue, without procuring them the leaft benefit.
I pray GOD, that he may be pleafed to infpire you and your

ofterity, to the lateft ages, with a fpirit of which I have an
idea, that I find a difficulty to exprefs. To exprefs it in the beft
manner I can, I mean a {pirit, that fhall fo guide you, that it will
be impoffible to determine whether an American’s charaéter is moft
diftinguifhable, for his loyalty to his Sovereign, his duty to his
mother country, his love of freedom, or his affe&tion for his na-
tive foil.

Every government at fome time or other falls into wrong mea-

fures,

* Plutarch in the life of Lycurgus. ~Archbithop Potter’s Archzologi# Graca,
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