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fures. Thefe may proceed from miftake or paffion. But every
fuch meafure does not diffolve the obligation between the gover- £+
i fiors and the governed. The miftake may be correfted 5 the paf-
i fion may fubfide. It is the duty of the governéd to endeavor
to re@tify the miftake, and to appeafe the paflion.” They have not
1 at firlt any ‘other tight, than to reprefent their grievances, and to
pray for redrefs, unlefs an emergence is fo prefling, as not to allow
time for receéiving an anfwer to their applications, which rarely
happens. - If their'applications are difregarded, then that kind of
appafition becomes juftifiable, which can be made without breaking } i
the laws, or difturbing the public peace. 'This confiits in the pre-
i wention of the opprefjors reaping advantage from their cpprefions, and
i riot in their punifhment. For experience may teach them, what
reafon didmot ; and harfh methods cannot be proper, till milder
ones have failed.
Ir at length it becomes unpOUBTED, that an inveterate refolu-
tion is formed to annihilate the liberties of the governed, the Exng-
B lip hiftory affords frequent examples of refiftance by force. What ;
‘o particulgr circumftances will in any future cafe juftify fuch re- %
fiftance, can never be afcertained, till they happen. Perhaps it
may be allowable to fay geénerally, that it never can be juftifiable,
until the people are FULLY convincEiD, that any further fub- -
miflion will be deftruétive to their happinels. | &
WaEN the appeal is made to the fword, highly probable is it, i

that the punifhment will exceed the offence; and the calamities !

o attending on war out-weigh thofe preceding it. Thefe confidera- ]
o tions of juftice and prudence, will alwdys have great influence i

‘ with good and wife men.
| To thefe refle€ions on this fubje@, it remains to be added,

@+ : and ought for ever to be remembered, that refiftance, in the cafe
Pl of colonies againft their mother country, is extremely different

from the refiftance of a people againft their prince. A nation may
| change their king, or race of kings, and, retaining their antient
1 form of government, be gainers by changing. Thus Greas- ]
Britain, under the illuftrious houfe of Brum/wick, a houfe that
P feems to flgurith for the happinefs of mankind, has found a felicity,
y unknown in the reigns of the Stewarzs. But if once we are fe-
LB parated from our mother country, what new form of government < ’
EEl fhall we adopt, or where fhall we find another Britain, to {upply ‘
il our lofs ? Torn from the body, to which'we are united by religion, &
l liberty, laws, affettions, relation, langunage and commerce, we i
I muft bleed at every vein. &
"[ In truth----the profperity of thefe provinces is founded in their %
| dependence on Great-Britain ; and when fhe returns to her « old f
| good humour, and her old good nature,”" as Lord Clarendon ex- i
prefles it, I hope they will always think it their duty and intereft, |
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