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work-----let us fave-----let us, continually, keep up our claim,

f a8 ] \ ‘j

and inceflantly repeat our complaints------ But, above all, let us e

implore the protection of that infinitely good and gracious being,
+ * by whom kings reign, and princes decree juftice.”

Nil defperandum.

Nothing is to be defpaired of.

A FARMER.

4+ Prov. viii. 13, A
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My dear COUNTRYMEN,

3 N objeétion, I hear, has been made againft my fecond

letter, which I would willingly clear up before I pro-

ceed. < There 15,” fay thefe objettors, ‘¢ a material
difference between the Szamp-A2 and the late a7 for laying a
duty on paper, &c. that juftifies the condu& of thofe who op-
pofed the former, and yet are willing to fubmit to the latter.
The duties impofed by the Stamp-AZ were internal taxes ; but the
prefent are external, and therefore the parliament may have a right
to impofe them.”

To this I anfwer, with a total denial of the power of parliament
to lay upon thefe colonies any ‘¢ zax”’ whatever.

Tu1s point, being fo important to this, and to fucceeding ge-
nerations, I wifh to be clearly underftood.

To the word ¢ zax,” I annex that meaning which the conftitu-
tion and hiftory of England require to be annexed to it; that is---
that it is an impofition on the fubjel, for the fole purpofe of levying
#1oney. :

In the early ages of our monarchy, certain fervices were render-
ed to the cxown for the general good. 'Thele were perfonal *: But

in

* It is very worthy of remark, how watchful our wife anceftors were, left i
their ferwices fhould be encreafed beyond what the law allowed. No man was f
bound to go out of the realm to ferve the King., ' Therefore, even in the con- !
quering reign of Henry the Fifth, when the martial fpirit of the nation was
highly enflamed by the heroic courage of their Prince, and by his great fuc-~
cefs, they ftill carefully guarded againft the eftablifhment of illegal fervices.
¢¢ When this point (fays Lord Chief Juftice Coke) concerning maintenance of
wars out of England, came in queftion, the commons did make their continual
claim of their antient freedom and birtbright, as in the firk of Henry the Fifth,
and in the feventh of Henry the Fifth, &c. the commons made a PROTEST,
that they were 80t bound to the maintenance of war in Scotland, Ireland, Calice,

France,
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