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in procefs of time, fuch inftitutions being found inconvenient,
&ifts and grants of their own property were made by the people,
under the feveral names of aids, tallages, tafks, taxes and fubfi-
dies, &c. Thefe were made, as may be colleed even from the
names, for public fervice upon ¢ need and neceflity +.”  All thefe
fums were levied upon the people by virtue of their voluntary
gift 1. Their defign was to {fupport the national honor and intereff.
Some of thofe grants comprehended duties arifing from trade;
being impofts on merchandizes. Thefe Lord Chief Juftice Coke
claffes under ¢ fubfidies,” and < parliamentary aids.” They
are.alfo called ¢ cuftoms.” But whatever the name was, they were
always confidered as gifs of the people to the crown, to be employed
Jor public ufes.

ComMmErcE was at a low ebb, and furprizing inftances might
be produced how little it was attended to for a fucceflion of ages.
The terms that have been mentioned, and, among the reft, that
of ¢ tax,” had obtained a national, parliamentary meaning, drawn
from the principles of the contftitution, long before any Englibman
thought of impofition of duties, for the regulation of trade.

Wuenever we {peak of ¢ taxes” among Englifbmen, let us
therefore fpeak of them with reference to the principles on which,
and the infentions with which they have been eftablifhed. This
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France, Normandy, or other forcign parts, and caufed their PROTESTS to
be entered into the parliament rolls, where they yet remain; which, in ef-
fet, agreeth with that which, upon like occafion, was made in the parlia-
ment of 25th Edward 1.”” 2d Inft. p, 528.

+ 4th Inft. p. 28.

1 Reges Angliz, nibil tale, niff convocatis primis ordinibus, et affentiente populs
fufeipiunt. . Phil. Comines. 2d Inf.

Thefe gifts entirely depending on the pleafure of the donors, were propor-
tioned to the abilities of the feveral ranks of people who gave, and were regu-
lated by their opinion of the public neceffities. Thus Edward I. had in his
11th year a thirtieth from the laity, a twentieth from the clergy; in his 22d
year a temth from the laity, a fixth from London, and other corporate towns,
balf of their benefices from the clergy 5 in his 23d year an elewenth from the barons
and others, a remth from the clergy, a Jfewenth from the burgefles, &¢.  Hume's
Hif. of England.

The fame difference in the grants of the feveral ranks is obfervable in other
reigns.

ign the famous ftatute de tallagio now concedends, the king enumerates the feve.
ral claffes, without whofe confent, he and his heirs never {hould fet or levy any
tax—--¢¢ nullum tallagium, wvel auxilium per nos, wel baredes noftros in regno noftre
ponatur fzu levetur, fine 'qoluntate et qﬂénfu archiepifcoporum, epifeoporum, comitum,
baronum, militum, burgenfium, et aliorum liberorum com. de regno nofire.”  sath
Edward 1.

Lord Chief Juftice Coke, in his comment on thefe words, fays----<¢ for the
quieting of the commons, and for a perpetual and conflant law for ever after, both
in this AND OTHER LIKE cASEs, this a& was made. Thefe words are plain,
WITHOUT ANY SCRUPLE, abfolute, WITHOUT ANY sAVING.” 2d Cobes’s
Inft. p. 532, 533. Little did the venerable judge imagine, that  other rix e
¢afes” would happen, in which the fpirit ‘of this law would be defpifed by
Englifbmen, the pofterity of thofe who made it,
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