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ExTerNaL impofitions, for the regulation of our-rade, do not
¢ grant to his Majelty the property of the colomies”” 'They only
prevent the colonies acquiring property, in things not neceflary, in
a manner judged to be injurious to the welfare of the whole em-
pire. ‘But the laft ftatute refpeCting us, “ grants to his Majefty
the property of the colonies,” by laying duties on the manufaltures
of Great-Britain which they Must take, and which fhe fettled
them, on purpofe that they saouLp take.

WeHaAT * fax can be more internal than this? Here is money
drawn, avithout their confent, from a fociety, who have conftantly

- enjoyed

% Tt feems to be evident, that Mr. Pit, in his defence of America, during
the debate concerning the repeal of the Stamp-Af, by ¢ internal taxes,” meant
any duties ¢ for the purpofe of raifing a revenue;” and by ‘ exzersal taxes,’’
meant duties impofed ¢ for the regulation of trade.” His expreflions are
thefe----¢¢ If the gentleman does not underftand the difference between internal
and external taxes, I cannot help it; but there is a plain diftinétion between
taxes levied FOR THE PURPOSES OF RAISING A REVENUE, and duties im-
pofed FOR THE REGULATION OF TRADE, for the accommodation of the
fubjeét; although, in the confgquepces, {fome revenue might incidentally arife
from the latter.” : .

Thefe words were in Mr. Pitt’s reply to Mr. Greenwville, who {aid he could
not underftand the difference between external and internal taxes,

In every other part of his {fpeeches on that occafion, his words confirm this
conftruétion of his expreflions. The following extraks will thew how pofitive
and general were his affertions of our right,

¢¢ It is my opimion that this kingdom has Xo RIGHT tolay A Tax upon
the colonies.”----“ The Americans are the sons, not the BasTarDps of Eng-
land. TaxaTion is No PART of the gowverning or leg{[latifue power.”’---¢¢ The
taxes, are a voluntary gift and grant of the commons ALoNE. In LEGISLA-
TioN the THREE eftates of the realmi are aLixE concerned, but the concur-
rence of the PEERS and the cROWN to a Tax, isonlyneceflary to clofe with
the rorM of alaw. The G1rT and GRANT is of the coMMONS ALONE.”--~
¢ The diftin&tion between LEGISLATION and TAXATION is effentially neceflary
20 likerty.”----* The commons of America, reprefented in their feveral affem-
blies, have ever been in pofleflion of the exercife of this their conftitutional
right, of civing and GrRANTING their owN MoNEY. They would have
been SLAVES, if they bad not enjoyed i, ¢ The idea of ‘a wirtual repre-
{entation of America in this houfe, 1s the moft contemptible idea that ever en-
tered into the head of man.---It does not deferve a ferious refutation,”

He afterwards fhews the unreafonablenefs of Great-Britain taxing America,
thus---- When I had the honor of ferving his Majefty, T availed myfelf of
the means of information, which I derived from my office, I sPEAXx THERE-
FORE FROM KNOWLEDGE. My materials were good, I was at pains to co/-
le?, to digeft, to confider them; and I «ill be bold to affirm, that the profit to
Great-Britain from the trade of the colonies, through all its branches, is Two
MILLIONS A YEAR, Thisis the fund that carried you triumphantly through
the laft war., The eftates that were rented at two thoufand pounds a year,
threefcore years ago, are three thoufand pounds at prefent. Thofe eftates fold
then from fifteen to eighteen years purchafe; the fame may now be fold for
thirty. You owe THis To AMERICA. THIS 1S THE PRICE THAT AMF-
RICA PAYS YOU FOR HER PROTECTION.”----¢ T dare not fay how much
higher thefe profits may be augmented.””---‘“ Upon the whole, T will beg leave
to tell the houfe what is really my opinion ; itis, that the Stamp- At be re-
pealed abfolutely, totally, and immediately. - That the reafon for the repeal be
_afligned, becaufe it was founded onan ERRONEOUS PRINCIPLE.”
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