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My dear COUNTRYMEN,

ERHAPS the objettion to the late aét, impofing duties
P upon paper, &c. might have been fafely refted on the argu-

ment drawn from the univerfal condué& of parliaments and
minifters, from the firft exiftence of thefe colonies, to the admini-
ftration of Mr. Greenwville.

Waar but the indifputable, the acknowledged exclufive right of
the colonies to tax themfelves, could be the reafon, that in this
long period of more than one hundred and fifty years, no ftatute
was ever paffed for the fole purpofe of raifing a revenue on the co-
lonies ? And how clear, how cogent muft that reafon be, to which
every parliament, and every minifter, for fo long a time {ubmitted,
without a fingle attempt to innovate ?

EncrLanp, in part of that courfe of years, and Grear-Britain,
in other parts, was engaged in feveral fierce and expenfive wars ;
troubled with fome tumultuous and bold parliaments ; governed
by many daring and wicked minifters ; yet none of them ever ven-
tured to touch the Palladium of American liberty. Ambition, ava-
rice, faction, tyranny, all revered it. Whenever it was neceffary
to raife money on the colonies, the requifitions of the crown were
made, and dutifully complied with. The parliament, from time
to time, regulated their trade, and that of the reft of the empire,
to preferve their dependence, and the connetion of the whole in
good order.

Tue people of Grear-Britain, in fupport of their privileges,
boaft much of their antiquity. It is true they are antient; yet it
may well be queftioned, if there is a fingle privilege of a Britifh
fubje&, fupported by longer, more folemn, or more uninterrupted
teftimony, than the exclufive right of taxation in thefe colonies.
The people of Great-Britain confider that kingdom as the fovereign
of thefe colonies, and would now annex to that fovereignty a pre-
rogative never heard of before. How would they bear this, was
the cafe their own? What would they think of a zew prerogative
claimed by the crown? We may guefs what their conduét would
be, from the tranfports of paffion into which they fell about the
late embargo, tho’ laid to relieve the moft emergent necefiities of
ftate, admitting of no delay ; and for which there were numerous
precedents. ' Let our liberties be treated with the fame tendernefs,
and itis all we defire.

ExpriciT as the conduct of parliaments, for fo many ages, is,
to prove that no money can be levied on thefe colonies by parlia-
ment, for the purpofe of raifing a revenue, yet itis not the only
evidence in our faveur. Every
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