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Every one of the moft material arguments againft the legality
of the Stamp-Aé, operates with equal force againft the att now
objetted to ; but as they are well known, it feems unneceflary to
repeat them here.

Tuis general one only fhall be confidered at prefent: That

tho” thefe colonies are dependent on Great-Britain 3 and tho’ fhe
has a legal power to make laws for preferving that dependence;
yet it is not neceffary for this purpofe, nor effential to the 'relation
between a mother country and her colonies, as was eagerly con-
tended by the advocates for the Stamp- A, that fhe fhould raife
money on them without their confent. :
. CoLONIES Wwere formerly p‘lanted by warlike nations, to keep
their enemies in awe ; tO relieve their country,. overburthened with
snhabitants ; or to difcharge a number of difcontented and trou-
blefome citizens, But in more modern ages, the fpirit of violence
being in {fome meafure, if the expreflion may be allowed, fheath-
ed in commerce, colonies have been fettled by the nations of Eu-
rope for the purpofes of trade. Thefe purpofes were to be attain-
ed, by the colonies raifing for their mother country thofe things
which fhe did not produce herfelf ; and by fupplying them{elves
from her with things they wanted. Thefe were the national objets
in the commencement of our colonies, and have been uniformly fo
in their promotion.

To anfwer thefe grand purpofes, perfett liberty was known to

be neceflary ; all hiflory proving, that trade and freedom are near-
ly related to each other. By 2 due regard to this wife and juft
plan, the infant colonies, expofed in the unknown climates and
unexplored wildernefles of this new wotld, lived, grew, and flou-
rifhed. ‘ :

TauE parent country, with undeviating prudence and virtue, at-
tentive to the firft principles of colonization, drew to herfelf the

benefits he might reafonably expet, and preferved to her children
the bleflings, on which' thofe benefits were founded. She made
laws, obliging her colonies to carry to her all thofe produéts which
fhe wanted for her own ufe ; and all thofe raw materials which fhe
chofe herfelf to work up.  Befides this reftrition, fhe forbad them
to procure manufactures from any other part of the globe, or even
the produds of European countries, which alone could rival her,
without being firft brought to her. In fhort, by a variety of laws,
fhe regulated their trade in {fuch a manner as fhe thought moft con-
ducive to their mutual advantage, and her own welfare. A power
was referved to the crown of repealing any laws that fhould be en-
aéted - The executive authority of government was alfo lodged in
the crown, and its reprefentatives; and an appeal was fecured to
the crown from all judgments in the adminiftration of juftice.
For all thefe powers, eftablifhed by the mother coantry over
the coloniés; for all thefe immenfe emoluments derived by her
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