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from them; for all their difficulties and diftrefles in fixing them-
felves, what was the recompence made them ? A communication of
her rights in general, and particularly of that great one, the foun-
dation of all the reft----that their property, acquired with fo much
pain and hazard, fhould be difpofed of by none but * themfelves---
or, to ufe the beautiful and emphatic language of the facred {crip-
tures +, ¢ that they fhould fit every man under his vine, and under
his fig-tree, and NONE SHOULD MAKE THEM AFRAID.”

Can any man of candor and knowledge deny, that thefe in-
ftitutions form an affinity between Great-Britain and her colonies,
that fufficiently fecures their dependence upon her ? Or that for her
to levy taxés upon them, is to reverfe the nature of things ? Or

that fhe can purfue fuch a meafure, without reducing them to a
ftate of vaffalage?

Ir any perfon cannot conceive the fupremacy of' Grear-Britain
to exift, without the power of laying taxes to levy money upon
us, the hiftory of the colonies, and of Greas-Britain, fince their
fettlement, will prove the contrary. He will there find the amaz-
ing advantages arifing to her from them----the conftant exercife of
her” fupremacy---and their filial fubmiffion to it, without a fingl
rebellion, or even the thought of one, from their firft emigration .
to this moment----And all thefe things have happened, without
one inftance of Greas-Britain’s laying taxes to levy money upon
them. '

How many t Britifb authors have demonftrated, that the pre-
fent wealth, power and glory of their country, are founded upon
D thefe

* ¢ The power of raxing themfelves, was the privilege of which the Enplifp
were, WITH REASON, particalarly jealous.’”  Hume's Hift. of England,

+ Mic. iv. 4,

I It has been faid in the Houfe of Commons, when complaints have been
made of the decay of trade to any part of Europe; ¢ That fuch things were rot
worth: regard, as Grear-Britain was poflefled of colonies that could confume
more of her manufaétures than the was able to fupply them with.”

¢ As the cafe now ftands, we fhall thew that the planrations are a fpring of
euealth to this nation, thatthey awork for us, that their TREASURE CENTERS
ALL HERE, and that the laws have tied them faft enough tows; fu that it
muft be through our own fault and mifmanagement, if they become inde-
pendent of England.” DAVENANT on the Plantation Trade.

¢ It is better that the iflands fhould be fupplied from the Northern Colonies
than from England 5 for this reafon, the provifions we might fend to Barbados,
Famaica, &ec. would be unimproved produét of the earth, as grain of all kinds,
or fuch product where there is little got by the improvement, as malt, falt
beef and pork ; indeed the exportation of falt fith thither would be more ad-
vantageous, but the goeds which we fend to the Northern Colonies, are fuch,
whofe improvement may be juftly faid, one with another, to be near four fifths
of the value of the whbole commodity, as apparel, houfhold furniture, and many
other things.” Tdem.

¢ New-England is the moft prejudicial plantation to the kingdom of Eng-
land ; and yet, to do right to that moft induftrious Eunglifh colony, I muft confefs,
that though we lofe by their unlimited trade with other foreign plantations, yet

we
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