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time, they will execrate, with. the bittereft curfes, the infamous
memory of thofe men, whofe peflilential ambition unneceffarily,
wantonly, cruelly, firft opened the fources of civil difcord between
them ; firft turned their love into jealoufy ; and firft taught thefe
provinges, filled with grief and anxiety, to enquire----

DMens ubi materna eff ?

Where is maternal affe@ion ?

A FARMER.
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My dear COUNTRYMEN,

T may perhaps be objeCted againft the arguments that have
been offered to the public, concerning the legal power of the
parliament, ¢ that it has always exercifed the power of impofing
duties, for the purpofes of raifing a revenue on the produétions of
thefe colonies carried to Greas-Britain, which may be called a tax
on them.” To this obje&ion I anfwer, that this 1s no violation of
the rights of the colonies, it being implied in the relation between
them and Great-Britain, that they fhould not carry fuch commo-
dities to other nations, as fhould enable them to interfere with the
mother country.  The impofition of duties on thefe commodities,
when brought to her, is only a confequence of her parental right ;
and if the point is thoroughly examined, the duties will be found
to be laid on the people of the mothef country. Whatever they
are, they muft proportionably raife the price of the goods, and
confequently muit be paid by the confumers. Tn this light they
were confidered by the parliament in the z5th Charles 1. Chap. 7,
$e&. 2, which fays, that the produtions of the plantations were
carried from eone to another free from zall cuftoms, ¢¢ while the fub-
jeéts of this your kingdom of 'England have paid great cuffoms and
impofitions for what of them bave been sSPENT HERE,” e,
Besipes, if Grear-Britain exports thefe commodities again, the
duties will injure her own trade, fo that fhe cannot hurt us, with-
out plainly and immediately hurting herfelf ; and this 1s our check
againft her atting arbitrarily in this refpect.
* Tr may be perhaps further objeted, ¢ that it being granted

will

¥ If any one fhould obferve that no oppofition has been made to the legality
of the qth Gea. I1L. Chap. 15, which is the FirsT acl of parliament that ever

impofed duties on the importations into America, tor the expreffed purpofe of
zaifing a revenue. there ; I anfwer----Firfty That tho’ the act exprefly mention
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