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will be difficult for any perfons, but the makers of the laws, to
determine, which of them are made for the regulating of trade,
and which for raifing a revenue; and that from hence may arife
confufion.” :

To this I anfier, that the objetion is of no force in the prefent
cafe, or fuch as refemble it; becaufe the a& now in queftion, is
formed expre/ly FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF RAISING A REVENUE.

However, fuppofing the defign of parliament had not been
expreffed, the objeétion feems to me of no weight, with regard to
the influence which thofe who may make it, might exped it ought °
to have on the conduét of thefe colonies.

It is true, that impofitions for raifing a revenue, may be here-
after called regalations of trade: But names will not change the
nature of things. Indeed we ought firmly to believe, what 1s an
undoubted truth,: confirmed by the unhappy experience of many
ftates heretofore free, that UNLESS THE MOST WATCHFUL AT-
TENTION BE EXERTED, A NEW SERVITUDE MAY BE SLIPPED
UPON US, UNDER THE SANCTION OF USUAL AND RESPEC-
TABLE TERMS.

Tuus the Cefars ruined the Roman liberty, under the titles of
tribunicial and difatorial authorities---old and venerable dignities,
known in the moft flourithing times of freedom. In imitation of
the fame policy, Fames IL. when he meant to eftablith popery, talked
of liberty of confcience, the moft facred of all liberties; and had
thereby almoft deceived the Diflenters into deftruétion.

Avrt artful rulers, who firive: to extend their power beyond its
juft limits, endeavor to give to their attempts as much {femblance

of

the raifing a revenue in Americajf yet it feems that it had as much in view the
¢ improving and fecuring the trade between the fame and Great-Britain,”
which words are part of its title: And the preamble fays, ¢ Whereas it is ex-
pedient that new provifions and regulations fhould be eftablifhed for improving
the revenue of this kingdom, and for exténding and [ecuring the navigation and
commerce betsoeen Great-Britain, and your Majefly’s dominions in America, which
by the peace have been fo happily extended and enlarged,” &c. Secondly, 4/
the duties mentioned in that aét are impofed folely on the produétions and manu-
fattures of foreign countries, and not 2 fingle duty laid on any producion or manu-

% Gure of our mother country. Thirdly, the authority of the provincial af-
emblies is not therein fo plainly attacked as by the laft adt, which makes pro-
vifion for defraying the charges of the ¢ adminiftration of juftice,”” and ¢ the
fupport of civil government,” Fourtbly, That it being doubtful, whether the
intention of the ath Geo. III. Chap. 15, was not as much to regulate trade, as to
raife a revenue, the minds of the people here were wholly engroffed by the terror
of the Stamp-Af, then impending over them, about the intention of which
there could be no doubt.

Thefe reafons fo far diftinguifh the 4th Geo. I1I. Chap. 15, from the laft a&,
¢hat it is not to be wondered at, that the firft fhould have been fubmitted to,
tho’ the /aff fhould excite the moft univerfal and fpirited oppofition. For zhis
will be found, on the flriéteft examination, to be, in the principle on which it
is founded, and in the confequences that muft attend it, if poflible, more deftruc-
tive than the Stamp-Aft. It is, to fpeak plainly, a prodigy in our laws; not
having one Britifh feature. :
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