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of legality as poffible. Thofe who fucceed them may venture to*
go a little further ; for each new encroachment will be ftrength-
ened by a former. ¢+ That which is now fupported by examples,
growing old, will become an example itfelf,” and thus fupport
trefh ufurpations.

A rrEE people therefore can never be too quick in obferving,
nor too firm in oppofing the beginnings of alteration either in
form or reality, refpeting inftitutions formed for their fecurity.
The firft kind of alteration leads to the laft : Yet, on the other
hand, nothing is more certain, than that the forms of liberty may
be retained, when the fubffance is gone. In government, as well
as in religion, ¢ ‘The /Jezter killeth, but the Jpirit giveth life 1.7

I wiLL beg leave to enforce this remark by a few inftances.
The crown, by the conflitution, has the prerogative of creating
peers. The exiftence of that order, in due number and dignity,
1s effential to the conftitution ; and if the crown did not exercife
that prerogative, the peerage muft have long fince decreafed fo
much as to have loft its proper influence. Suppofe a prince, for
fome unjuft purpofes, fhould, from time to time, advance fo many
needy, profligate wretches to that rank, that all the independence
of ‘the houfe of lords fhould be deftroyed; there would then be 2
manifeft violation of the conftitution, under the appearance of ufing
legal prerogative. :

THE houfe of commons claims the privilege of forming all mo-
ney bills, and will not fuffer either of the other branches of the
legiflature to add to, or alter them ; contending that their power
fimply extends to an acceptance or rejettion of them. This pri-
vilege appears to be juft: But under pretence of this juft privilege,
the houfe of commons has claimed a licence of tacking to money
bills, claufes relating to things of a totally different kind, and
thus forcing them in a manneron the king and lords. This feems
to be an abufe of that privilege, and it may be vaftly more abu-
fed. Suppofe a future houfe, influenced by fome difplaced, difcon-
tented demagogues---in a time of danger, fhould tack to a money
bill, fomething {o injurious to the king and peers, that they would
not aflent to it, and yet the commons fhould obftinately infift on
it; the whole kingdom would be expofed to ruin by them, uuder
the appearance of maintaining a valuable privilege.

In thefe cafes it might be difficult for a while t
whether the king intended to exercife his prerogative
tutional manner or not; or whether the commons infifted on their

demand factioufly, or for the public good: But furely the condu&
of the crown, or of the houfe, would in time fufficiently explain
itfelf.

OucurT not the prorPLE thereforg to watch ? to obferve fa&s?
to fearch into caufes ? to invettigate defigns ? And have they not a
right
$ Tacirus, 1 2 Copg, iii. 6.
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