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I am told, that there is a wonderful addrefs frequently ufed in
carrying points in the houfe of commons, by perfons experienced
in thefe affairs.---~That opportunities are watched---and {fometimes
votes are pafled, that if all the members had been prefent, would
have been rejected by a great majority. Certain it is, that whena
powerful and artful man has determined on any meafure againft
thefe colonies, he has always fucceeded in his attempt. Perhaps
therefore it will be proper for us, whenever any oppreflive a&t af-
fecting us is pafled, to attribute it to the inattention of the mem-
bers of the houfe of commons, and to the malevolence or ambition
of fome faltious great man, rather than to any other canfe.

Now I do verily believe, that the late att of parliament, impo-
fing duties on paper, {Fc. was formed by Mr. Greenville, and his
party, becaufe it is evidently a part of that plan, by which he en-
_ deavoured to render himfelf rorurLar at home; and I do alfo.
believe, that not one half of the members of the houfe of com-
mons, even of thofe who heard it read, did perceive how de-
fru@ive it was to American freedom. For this reafon, as it is
ufual in Great-Britain, to confider the King’s fpeech as the fpeech
of the miniftry, it may be right here to confider this act as the act
of a party----perhaps I thould fpeak more properly, if I was to ufe
another term,

THERE

Iating to our iron and lumber, fo that we could fend thefe articles to no part of
Europe, but to Great-Britain. 'This was fo unreafonable a reftriétion, and fo
contrary to the fentiments of the legiflature for many years. before, that it is
furprizing it fhould not have been taken notice of in the houfe. However the
bill pafled into a law. But when the matter was explained, this reftriCtion was
taken off by a fubfequent aét. I cannot pofitively fay how long after the taking
- off this reftriction, as I have not the a&, but I think, in lefs than 18 months,
another act of parliament paffed, in which the word ¢ Ireland.”’ was left out,
juft as it had been before. The matter being a fecond time explained, was a
fecond time regulated.

Now if it be confidered, that the omiffion mentioned firuck off with one
word 50 VERY GREAT A PART OF OUR TRADE, it muft appear remarkable ;
and equally fo-is the method, by which Rice became an enumerated commodity,

¢ The enumeration was obtained (fays Mr. [a] Gee) by one Cole, a Cap-
tain of a fhip, employed by a company then trading to Carolina, for {everal
fhips going from England thither, and “purchafing rice for Portugal, prevented
the aforefaid Captain of a loading. Upon his coming home, he pofiefled one
Mr. Lowndes, a member of parliament (who qvas wery frequently employed to pre-
pare bills) with an opinion, that carrying rice dire¢tly to Portugal, was a pre-
judice to the trade of England, and PRIVATELY gota claufe 1nto an aé, to.
make it an enumerated commodity; by wwbich means be fecured a freight to bimfelf.
BUT THE CONSEQUENCE PROVED A VAST LOSS TO THE NATION.”

1 find that this claufe, ““ PRIVATEL Y got into an aét,”” FOR THE BENEFIT
. oF CapTAaIN CoLE, tothe“ VAST LOSS OF THE NATI1O0N,” Is foifted into.
the 3d and 4th Ann, Chap. sth, intituled, ¢ An a& for granting to her Ma-
jefty a further fubfidy on wines and merchandizes imported,”” with which it
has no more conneltion, than with 34th Edward 1. the 34th and gs5th of
Henry V1II. and the 25th of Charles Il, WHICH PROVIDE, THAT NO PERSON
§HALL BE TAXED BUT BY HIMSELF OR HIS RERRESENTATIVE,

[a]‘Ge,e on Trade, page 32.
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