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THERE are two ways of laying taxes. One is, by impofing a
certain fum on particular kinds of property, to be paid by the s/r
or confumer, or by rating the perfon at a certain fum. The other is,
by impofing a certain fum on particular kinds of property, to be
paid by the /feller.

WaEen a man pays the firft fort of tax, he kuwows awith certainty
that he pays fo much money for a tax. The confideration for which
he pays it, isremote, and, it may be, does not occur to him. He
is fenfible too, that he is commanded and obliged to pay it as a tax;
and therefore people are apt to be difpleafed with this fort of tax.

Tue other {ort of tax is fubmitted to in a very different manner.
The purchafer of any article, very feldom reflects that the feller
raifes his price, fo as to indemnify himfelf for the tax Ze has paid.
He knows that the prices of things are continually fluGtuating, and
if he thinks about the tax, he thinks at the fame time, in all pro-
bability, that he mighs have paid as much, if the article he buys
had not been taxed. He gets fomething wiffble and agreeable fox
his money ; and tax and -price are fo confounded together, that he
cannot feparate, or does not chufe to take the trouble of {eparating
them.

Tris mode of taxation therefore is the mode fuited to arbitrary
and oppreflive governments. The love of liberty is {fo natural to
the human heart, that unfeeling tyrants think themfelves obliged
to accommodate their fchemes as much as they can to the appear-
ance of juftice and reafon, and to deceive thofe whom they refolve
 to deftroy, or opprefs, by prefenting to them a miferable picture’
of freedom, when the ineftimable original is loft. ‘

Tuis policy did not efcape the cruel and rapacious N E R O.
That monfter, apprehenfive that his crimes might endanger his
authority and life, thought proper to do {fome popular adts, to fe-
cure the obedience of his fubjeéts. Among other things, fays 7a-
citus, *¢ he remitted the twenty-fifth part of the price on the fale
of flaves, but rather in fbew than reality; for the feller being
ordered to pay it, it became part of the price to the buyer |[.”

Tuis is the refle®ion of the judicious Hifforiarn ; but the delud-
ed people gave their infamous Emperor full ¢redit for his falfe ge-
nerofity. Other nations have been treated in the fame manner the
Romans were. The honeft, induftrious Germans, who are fettled in
different. parts of this continent, can inform us, that it was this
fort of tax that drove them from their native land to our woods, at
¢hat time the feats of perfeét and undifturbed freedom.

Turrr Princes, enflamed by the luft of power, and the luft of
avarice, two furies that the more they are gorged, the more hungry
they grow, tranfgreffed the bounds they ought, in regard to them-
felves, to have obferved. To keep up the deception in the minds
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| Tacitus's Ann, Book 13, §. 31.
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