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of fubjedls, ¢¢ there muft be,” fays t a very learned author, ¢ fome
proportion between the impoft and the value of the commodity ;
wherefore there ought not to be an exceflive duty upon merchan-
dizes of little value. There are countries in which the duty ex-
ceeds feventeen or eighteen times the value of the commodity. In
this cafe the Prince removes the illufion. His fubjefts plainly fee
they are dealt with in an unreafonable manner, which renders them
moft exquifitely fenfible of their {flavith fituation.” From hence it
appears, that fubjetts may be ground down into mifery by this fort
of taxation, as well as by the former. They will be as much im-
poverithed, if their money is taken from them in this way as in
the other; and that it will be taken, may be more evident, by at-
tending to a few more confiderations,

TrEe merchant or importer, who pays the duty at firft, will not
confent to be fo much money out of pocket. He therefore pro-
portionably raifes the price of his goods. It may then be faid to
be a conteft between him and the perfon offering to buy, who fhall
lofe the duty. This muft be decided by the nature of the com-
modities, and the purchafer’s demand for them. If they are mere
luxuries, he is at liberty to do as he pleafes, and if he buys, he
does it voluntarily: But if they are abfolute neceffaries, or conwve-
niences, which-ufe and cuftom have made requifite for the comfort
of life, and which he is not permitted, by the power impofing the
duty, z0 get elfewbhere, there the feller has a plain advantage, and
the buyer mu/t pay the duty. In fatt, the feller is nothing lefs
than a colletor of the tax for the power that impofed it. If thefe
duties then are extended to the neceflaries and conveniences of life
in general, and enormoufly encreafed, the people muft at length
become indeed ¢¢ moft exquifitely fenfible of their {lavith fituation.”
Their happinefs therefore entirely depends on the moderation of
thofe who have authority to impofe the duties.

I suary now apply thefe obfervations to the late aét of parlia-
ment. Certain duties are thereby impofed on paper and glafs, im-
ported into thefe colonies. By the laws of Grear-Britain we are
prohibited to get thefe articles from any other part of the world.
We cannot at prefent, nor for many years to come, tho’ we fhould
apply ourfelves to thefe manufattures with the utmoft induftry,
make enough ourfelves for our own ufe. That paper and glafs are
not only convenient, but abfolutely neceffary for us, I imagine
very few will contend. Some perhaps, who think mankind grew
wicked and luxurious, as foon as they found out another way of
communicating their fentiments than by {peech, and another way
of dwelling than in caves, may advance fo whimfical an opinion,
. But I prefume no body will take the unneceflary trouble of refut-
ing them. -
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+ Montefquien’s Spirit of Laws, Book 13, Chap. 8.
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