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I wiLy not go fo far as to fay, that Canada and Nowa-Scotia are
curbs on Newv-England; the chain of forts through the back woods,
on the Middle Provinces; and Florida, on the reff : But I will ven-
ture to fay, that if the produts of Canada, Nowa-Scotia, and
Florida, deferve any confideration, the two firft of them are only
rivals of our Northern Colonies, and the other of our Southern.

IT has been faid, that without the conqueft of thefe countries,
the colonies could not have been ¢ protetted, defended and fe-
cured.” If that is true, it may with as much propriety be faid,
that Great-Britain could not have been ¢ defended, proteéted and
fecured,” without that conqueft: For the colonies are parts of her
empire, which it as much concerns hber as them to keep out of the
hands of any other power.

BuT thefe colonies, when they were much weaker, defended
themfelves, before this Conqueft was made; and could again do
it, againft any that might properly be called zbeir Enemies. If
France and Spaiz indeed fhould attack them, as members of the
Britith empire, perhaps they might be diftreffed ; but it would be
in a Briti/b quarrel. ;

Tue largeft account I have feen of the number of people in
Canada, does not make them exceed go,000. Flirida can hardly
be faid to have any inhabitants. It is computed that there are in
our colonies 3,000,000. Qur force therefore muft increafe with a
difproportion to the growth of ¢heir ftrength, that would render us
very fafe.

Tuis being the ftate of the cafe, I cannot think it juft that
thefe colonies, labouring under fo many misfortunes, fhould be
loaded with faxes, to maintain countries, not only not ufeful, but
hurtful to them. The fupport of Canada and Florida coft yearly,
it is faid, half a million fterling. From hence, we may make
fome guefs of the load that'is to be laid #poz vs; for we are not
only to ¢ defend, prote&t and fecare” them, but alfo to make <€ an
adequate provifion for defraying the charge of the adminiftration
of juftice, and the fupport of civil government, in fuch provinces
where. it fhall be found neceffary.”

Nor one of the provinces of Carada, Nowva-Scotia, or Florida,
has ever defrayed thefe expences aithin itfelf : And if the duties im-
pofed by the laft ftatute are colleted, a// of them together, according
to the beft information I can get, will not Pay one quarter as much
as Pennfylvania alone. So that the Britifh colonies are to be drained
of the rewards of their labor, to cherifh the fcorching fands of
Florida, and the icy rocks of Carada and Nowva-Scotia, which never
will return to us one farthing that we fend to them.

GREAT-BRITAIN----] mean, the miniftry in Great-Britain, has
cantoned Canada and Florida out into five or fix governments, and
may form as many more. 'There now are Sfourteen or  fifteen regi-

ments on this continent ; and there foon may be as many more. To
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