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My dear CouNTRYMEN,

H A VE made fome obfervations on the purroses for which

money is to be levied upon us by the late aét of parliament.

I fhall now offer to your confideration fome further refleGtions
on that fubje& : And, unlefs I am greatly miftaken, if thefe pur-
pofes are accomplifhed according to the exprefed intention of the
a&, they will be found effeCtually to fuper/ede that authority in our
refpedtive aflemblies, which is eflential to liberty. The queftion
is not, whether fome branches fhall be lopt off----The axe is laid
to the root of the tree ; and the whole body muft infallibly perith,
if we remain idle fpeétators of the work.

No free people ever exifted, or can ever exift, without keeping,
to ufe a common, but flrong expreflion, ¢ the purfe frings,” in
their own hands. Where this 1s the cafe, they have a conflitutional
check upon the adminiftration, which may thereby be brought into
order awithout wiolence : But where fuch a power is not lodged in
the people, oppreflion proceeds uncontrouled in its career, till the

overned, tranfported into rage, feek redrefs in the midft of blood
and confufion.

TuE elegant and ingenious. Mr. Hume, {peaking of the Anglo
Norman government, fays----¢¢ Princes and Minifters were t0o 1g-
norant, to be themfelves fenfible of the advantage attending an
equitable adminiftration, and there was no eftablifhed council or
affembly, WHICH COULD PROTECT THE PEOPLE, and BY WITH-

DRAWING sUPPLIES, regularly and peaceaBLy admonifh the
king of his duty, and EXSURE THE EXECUTION OF THE LAWS.”
Thus this great man, whofe political refleCtions are {0 much
admired, makes #kbis power one of the foundations of liberty.
TrE Englifb hiftory abounds with inftances, proving that #bis is
the proper and fuccefsful way to obtain redrefs of grievanc How
often have kings and minifters endeavored to throw off this legal
curb upon them, by attempting to raife money by a variety of in-
ventions, under pretence of law, without having recourfe to par-
liament ? And how often have they been brought to reafon, and
peaceably obliged to do juftice, by the exertion of this conftitu-
tional authority of the people, vefted in their reprefentatives ?
Tur inhabitants of thefe colonies have, on number]
fions, reaped the benefit of this authority ledged in t/
It has been for a long time, and now is, a
to all governors, 7o obt
government.- But as the
lonies ”” fays, ¢ this orc
, verfally, rejeted by the le
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