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purity of the courts of law fince this eftabliftment, is a proof of
the wifdom with which it was‘made.

Bur in thefe colonies, how fruitlefs has been every attempt to
have the judges appointed ¢ during good behavior #° Yet wheever
confiders the matter will {foon perceive, that fuch commiffons are be-
yond all comparifon more neceflary in thefe colonies, than they
were in England.

Tue chief danger to the fubjett there, arofe from the arbitrary
defigns of the crown ; but here, the time may come, when we may
have to contend with the defigns of the crown, and of a mighty
kingdom. What then muft be our chance, when the laws of liie
and death are to be {poken by judges totally dependent on zha#
crown, and that kingdom----fent over perhaps from thence----filled
with Britifb prejudices---and backed by a sTANDING army---fupport-
ed out of our own pockets, to ¢¢ affert and maintain” oUR OWN
¢ dependence and obedience.”

Bur fuppofing that through the extreme lenity that will prevail
in the government through all future ages, thefe colonies will never
behold any thing like the campaign of chief juftice Feffereys, yet
what innumerable aé&s of injuftice may be committed, and how
fatally may the principles of liberty be fapped, by a fucceffion of
judges atterly independent of the people ? Before fuch judges the
fupple wretches, who chearfully join in avowing {entiments incon-
fiftent' with freedom, will always meet with {miles; while the
honeft and brave men, who difdain to facrifice their native land to
their own advantage, but on every occafion boldly vindicate her
caufe, will conftantly be regarded with frowns.

THERE are two other confiderations relating to this head, that
deferve the moft ferious attention. :

By the late a&, the officers of the ecuftoms are ¢ impowered to
enter into any wouse, warehoufe, fhap, cellar, or other place,
in the Briti/b colonies or plantations in America, to {fearch for or
feize prohibited or unaccuftomed goods,” e on ¢ writs granted
by the fuperior or fupreme court of juftice, having jurifditticn
within fuch colony or plantation refpeétively.”

Ir we only refle®t, that the judges of thefe courts are to be dur-
ing pleafure----that they are to have “ adequate provifion” made
for them, which is to continue during their complaijant behavior---
that they may be frangers to thefe colonies--~-what an engine of
oppreflion may this authority be in fuch hands?

I am well aware, that writs of this kind may be granted at
home, under the feal of the court of exchequer :” But I know allo,
that the greateft aflerters of the rights of Euglifomen have always
ftrenuoufly contended, that fuch a power was dangerous to freedom,
and exprefly contrary to the common law, which ever regarded a

»man’s bouje as his caftle, or a place of perfet fecurity.
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