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adding to our confufien. The practice of our courts is no lefs wncer-
tain than the law. Some of the Exgli/b rules are adopted, others
rejeted. Two things therefore {feem to be ABSOLUTELY NECES-
sary for the pusrLic securiTy. Firft, the pafling an a& for
fettling the extent of the Engli/b laws. Secondly, that the courts
ordain a general fett of rules for the regulation of the praétice.”

How eafy it will be, under this ¢ ftate of our laws,” for an
artful judge, to at inethe moft arbitrary manner, and yet cover
his conduét under fpecious pretences ; and how diflicult it will be -
for the injured people to obtain relief, may be readily perceived.
We may take a voyage of 3000 miles to complain; and after the
trouble and hazard we have undergone, we may be told, that the
colle@tion of the revenue, and maintenance of the prerogative,
muft not be difcouraged----and if the mifbehavior is {fo grofs as to
admit of no juftification, it may be faid; that it was an error in
judgment only, arifing from the confufion of our Iaws, and the
zeal of the King’s fervants to do their duty.

Ir the commiffions of judges are during the pleafure of the crown,
yet if their falaries are during the pleafure of the peopls, there will
be jome check upon their conduct. Few men will confent to draw
on themfelves the hatred and contempt of thofe among whom they
live, for the empty honor of being judges. It is the fordid love of
gain, that tempts men to turn thelr backs on virtue, and pay their
homage where they ought not.

As to the third particular, ¢ the fupport of civil government,”
----few words will be fufficient. Every man of the leaft under-
ftanding muft know, that the execative power may be exercifed in
a manner fo difagreeable and harrafling to the people, that it is
abfolutely requifite, ‘that zbey fhould be enabled by the gentleft
method which human policy has yet been ingenious enough to in-
vent, that is, by futting their hands, to ‘“ apmon1sn” (as Mr. -
Hume fays) certain perfons ‘“ oF THEIR DUTY.”

Weuat fhall we now think when, upon looking into the late
a&, we find the aflfemblies of thefe provinces thereby ftript of their
authority on thefe feveral heads ? The declared intention of the att
is, ‘¢ that a revenue fhould be raifed 1n m1s Majesry’s D O-

"MINIONS 1~ AMmerica, for making a more certain and ade-
quate provifion for defraying the charge af HE ADMINISTRATION
OF JUSTICE, and the fupport of CIVIL GOVERNMENT in"fuch pro-
vinces where it thall be found neceflary, and ‘fowards further de-
fraying the expences afDErE»szG PROTECTING AND SECURING
tae SAID DOMINIONS.”

Ler the reader paufe here one moment---and refle&---whether
the colony in which Ae lives, has not made fuch ¢ certain and
adequate provifion” for thefe purpofes, as is by the colony judged fuitabie
to its abilities, and all other circu 'ﬂﬂaﬂces. Then let him refleét----
whether if this a&t takes place, money is not to be railed on zhas

colony
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