colony avithout its confent, to make provificn” for thefe purpofess
which ## does not judge to be Juitable to its abilities, and all other
circumfPances. Laftly, let him refle&t----whether the people of that
_country are not in a flate of the moft abjett flavery, awhofe pro-
perty may be taken from them under the notion of right, awhen they
have refufed to give it. ;

For my part, I think I have good reafon for vindicating the
honor of the aflemblies on this continent, by publicly afferting,
that THEY have made as ¢ certain and adequate provifion” for the
}burpq/é;-aéa@ementz'omd, as they ought to hawve made, and that it fhould
not be prefumed, that they will not do it hereafter. Why then
thould hefe moft important trufts be wrefted out of their hands?
Why fhould they not now be permitted to enjoy that authority,
which they have exercifed from the firft fettlement of thefe colo-
nies? Why fhould they be fcandalized by this innovation, when
their refpedtive provinces are now, and will be, for feveral years,
laboring under loads of debt, impofed on them for the very pur-
pofe now fpoken of 2 Why fhould all the inhabitants of thefe co-
lonies be, with the utmoft indignity, treated as a herd of defpicable
ftupid wretches, fo utterly void of common fenfe, that they will
not even make ¢ adequate provifion” for the adminiftration of
juftice, and the {upport of civil government” among them, or for
their own ¢ defence”’----though without fuch ¢ provifion” every
people muft inevitably be overwhelmed with anarchy and deftruc-
tion ? Is it poflible to form an idea of a flavery more compleat,
more ‘miferable, more difgraceful, than that of a people, where
Juftice is adminiftered, government exercifed, and a flanding army
maintained, AT THE EXPENCE OF THE PEOPLE, and yet WiTH-
OUT THE LEAST DEPENDENCE upox THEM? If we can find no
relief from this infamous fituation, it will be fortunate for. us, if
Mr. Greenwville, fetting his fertile fancy again at work, can, as by
one exertion of it he has ftript us of our property and liberty, by
another deprive us of fo much of our uaderflanding ; that, uncon-
{cious of what we bawve been or are, and ungoaded by tormenting
refletions, we may bow down our necks, with all the ftupid fere-
_nity of fervitude, to any drudgery, which our lords and mafters
thall pleafe to command. :

Wren the charges of the ¢ adminiftration of juftice,” the
<¢ {upport of civil government,” and the expences of ¢ defend-
ing, prote&ting and {fecuring” us, are provided for, I thould be
glad to know, upon avbat occafions the crown will ever call our
affemblies together. Some few of them may meet of their own
accord, by virtue of their charters. But what will they have to
do, when they are met? To what fhadows will they be reduced ?
The men, whofe deliberations heretofore had an influence on every
matter relating to the liberty and happine/s of themfelves and their
conftituents, and whofe authority in domeftic affairs at leaft, might

well
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